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CLEF DES THEMES. 



Exercises. 

1. 

Have you the glass, Sir? — Yes, Sir, I have the 
glass. — Have you the bottle, Sir?— Yes, Sir, I have 
the bottle. — Have you the stick, Sir? — Yes, Sir, I have 
the stick. — Have you the meat? — I have the meat. — 
Which bread have you ? — I have my bread. — Have 
you your ribbon ? — I have my ribbon. — Have you 
my hat? — I have your hat. — Which bottle have you? 
— I have your bottle. — Have you my water? — I have 
your water. — Have you the hat? — I have the hat. — 
Which hat have you? — I have your hat. — Have you 
the stick? — I have the stick. 

' 2. 

Have you the new shoe ? — I have the old shoe. 
— Have you the bad stick? — I have the bad stick. — 
Have I your pretty glass? — You have my pretty 
glass; you have not my pretty glass. — Have you my 
new fork ? — I have your new fork. — Have you not my 
large bottle?— I have not your large bottle. — Do you 
see the beautiful paper which I have? — I do not see 
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your beautiful paper, I see your ugly paper. — Which 
house do you see? — I see your large new house. — 
Do you see the book? — Which book? — The old book. 

— I do not see the old book; I see the new book. — 
Which ribbon do I see ? — You see the pretty ribbon. 
— Do I not see the large old boot? — You do not see 
the large old boot; you see the pretty little shoe. — 
Which salt have you ? — I have your salt. — Do you 
see my new table ? — I see your new table. — Do you 
not see the old hat? — I do not see the old hat, I see 
the new hat.— Have you my meat? — I have your meat. 
— Which meat have you not? — I have not my meat. 

— Have you not my pretty hat? — 1 have not your 
pretty hat, I have my hat. 

3. 

Have you my leather boot? — I have not your 
leather boot, I have your silk shoe. — Which gun do 
you see ? — 1 see the beautiful steel gun. — Have you 
the gold button? — I have not the gold button, I have 
the silver button. — Do you see the ugly dog? — I do 
not see it. — Which dog do you see? — I see the pretty 
dog.— Do you see the pewter (ou tin) pot? — I do not 
see it. — Have you the wooden table? — I have not the 
wooden table, I have the stone table. — Have you my 
small steel pen? — Yes, Sir, I have it. — Have you not 
the worsted stocking? — No, I have not the worsted 
stocking, I have the silk stocking. — Which thread 
have you? — I have your pretty thread. — Have you 
my wooden horse? — No, Sir, I have not your wooden 
horse, I have your leaden horse. — Which fork have 
you? — I have your steel fork. - Have you my silver 
spoon? — Yes, AJadam, I have it.— Have you my straw 
hat? — No, Sir, I have not it, I have your silk hat. — 
Which shoe have you? — I have the pretty leather 
shoe. — Have you the earthen pot? — I have not the 
earthen pot, I have the iron pot. — Which pot? — The 
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retty iron pot. — Have you the new steel fork? — 
have not it, I have the old iron fork. 



4. 



\ 



Do you see anything? — I see nothing. — What do 
you buy?— I buy the new silver fork, the large steel 
knife, and the ugly pewter (ou tin) spoon. — Have you 
anything? — I have a beautiful gold watch and a silver 
pin. — Have I not an ugly dog and a beautiful horse? 
— No, Sir, you have an ugly horse and a beautiful dog. 
— What have you? — I have a dog and horse. — Have 
you a beautiful leather boot ? — I have not a leather 
boot, I have a worsted stocking. — Have you a pretty 
silk thread? 4- 1 have a long beautiful silk and an ugly 
woollen thread. — Which stick and button have you? — 
I have a beautiful ivory stick and .gold button. — Do 
you buy anything? — I buy something. — What do you 
buy? — I buy a villa and garden. — Have I an excellent 
father? — You have an excellent father and mother. — 
Have you an old bottle? — 1 have an old glass bottle. 
— Which bottle have you? — I have my bottle. — Have 
you a big dog and (aY j^ittle^ cat? — I have a pretty 
little dog and a beautiful Big cat. — Which house do 
you see? — I see the large house which you do not 
see. — Which garden do you not buy? — I do not buy 
the garden which you buy. — Have you my ivory stick? 
— I have no ivory stick, I have a steel stick. — Do you 
see my silver candle-stick? — I do not see your silver 
candle-stick, I see your copper candle-stick. — Do you 
see the ugly glass? — I do not see the ugly glass, I 
see the line bottle. — What do you see? — I see the 
fine bottle and (the) large glass. 



5. 



\ 

Have you anything good? — I have nothing good, 
I have something bad. — Had your neighbour anything 

1* 
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bad? — He has something bad. — Have you no glass? 

— I have no glass, I have a bottle. — Which bottle 
have you? — I have a large bottle. — Have you a sister? 

— No, Sir, I have none. — Does your cousin see your 
cat ? — She does not see it. — What does she see ? — 
She sees a beautiful garden. — Does the baker see the 
bootmaker? — No, Sir.— Do you not buy a large house? 

— I do not buy a large house, I buy a small house. 
— Have you any money? — I have some. — Does your 
mother buy any silk? — She buys some. — Have you 
any cream? — 1 have none. — Has your daughter any? 
— She has some. — She has none (ou not any). — Have 
you a beautiful gold watch? — No, I have no gold 
watch. — Have you none ? (ou Have you not any ?) — 
No, I have none. — What chair have you? — I have a 
wooden chair.— Has your father no stick? — He has. — 
What stick has he? — He has a beautiful ivory stick. 
—What does the woman see? — She sees a large gar- 
den and a small house. — What has your mother, 
Madam? — She has a good son. — Do you see the son and 
daughter? — I see the son, but I do not see the daughter. 

6. 

Has the woman a husband? — Yes, Sir, the woman 
has a husband, and the husband has a beautiful wife. 

— Has he a son? — No, he has none, but he has a 

foung daughter. — Have you a brother? — Yes, Madam, 
have an excellent brother. — Does your sister buy a 
new gown? — Yes, Sir, she buys a beautiful gown. — 
Have you a sister? — I have no sister, but I have a 
good brother. — Has not your uncle a dog? — He has 
no dog, but he has an old cat. — What does your aunt 
see?— She sees an old gown.— Do you see it? — No, 
I do not see it. — Has your brother a son? — He has 
no son, but he has a daughter. — Have you not a gold 
watch ? — I have none. — Have you a wooden house ? 

— I have none, but I have a large stone house. — 
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What has your cousin? — She has a pretty little foot. 
— Have you a metal button ? — No, Sir, I have an ivory 
button. — Have you a castle and park ? — I have no 
castle, but I have a very fine park. — What have you ? 
— I have a large park and a small house. * 



Have you the bread or the salt? — I have no 
bread, but I have the salt and the mustard. — Do you 
learn this lesson? — I do not learn this lesson, but 
I learn that poem. — Is it ray candle-stick? — Yes, it 
is yours. — Is your brother cold? — He is not cold, but 
he is hungry. — Is my brother hungry? — My brother 
and sister. — Is it the bottle of your sister? — Yes, it 
is her bottle. — Have you the stick of the rich banker? 
— No, Sir, I have not his stick, but his golden pin. — 
Is it the castle of the mighty baron? — It is not his 
castle, but his park. — Is your sister right ? — No, Sir, 
my sister is wrong. — Is it my copper candle-stick? 
— It is not your copper candle-stick, it is your, silver 
candle-stick. — Who has the gold pen? — My sister has 
her steel pen, but she has no gold pen. — Have you the 
wooden chair? — I have not the wooden chair, but I 
have the iron chair. — Is it your cloak? — No, it is my 
coat. — Do you buy the castle of the earl? — I do not 
buy his castle, but his house. — Do you see anything? 
— I do not see anything (ou I see nothing). — What 
does your brother see? — My brother sees the ship of 



glass? — Nobody sees it. — Whose looking-glass do you 



7. 



the gallant captain. 



8. 
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see? — I see yours. — What have you? — I have nothing. 
— Has anybody my glass? — Nobody has it. — Who has 
my comb? — I have not yours, I have mine (ou my 
own). — Whom do you see? — I see the bootmaker. — 
Do you see the tailor? — No, I do not see the tailor. 
— Has the captain your horse? — He has his own. — 
Who is this man? — He is a shoemaker. — Whose shoe- 
maker is he? — He is my shoemaker. — Do you see the 
watchmaker? — Yes, Sir. — Does he see you? — No, Sir, 
he does not see me. — Whose son is this little bov? — 
He is my son. — Have you my comb? — I have not your 
comb, I have your broom. — Have you not a good son, 
Madam ? — I have a very good son and an excellent 
daughter. — Do you call the joiner? — I do not call the 
joiner, I call the gardener. — Whose gardener do you 
call? — I call the gardener of my friend the earl. — 
Has the tailor my new cloth coat? — He has not your 
new cloth coat, but your old velvet waistcoat. 

Have you my neighbour's hat? — No, Sir, I have 
my own. — Who has your new broom? — My cousin's 
maid-servant. — Have you my sister's hook or paper? 
— I have neither her book nor her paper. — What have 
you ? — I have my pen and pencil. — Do you speak 
English or Spanish? — I speak neither English nor 
Spanish, I speak only French and German. — Do you 
see the beautiful colour of my new ribbon ? — I see it. 
— Is this man a tailor or a sailor? — He is neither a 
tailor nor a sailor, he is a merchant. — Is your sister 
hungry or thirsty? — She is neither hungry nor thirsty, 
but she is cold. — Is the soldier afraid? — He is not 
afraid, but he is cold. — Do you see the horse that I 
have? — I do not see the horse that you have, but I 
see the ass which my brother has. — Has your friend 
a new horse? — He has no new horse, but a pretty 
new dog. — Is your brother right ? — No, Sir, he is wrong. 
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— Whose pen-knife have you? — I have the steel knife 
:>f the gallant officer (ou the gallant officer's steel 
knife). — Have you this book? — No, Sir, I have not 
this, I have that. — Have you a new umbrella? — I have 
one. — Have you a French or a German coachman? — 
I have neither a French nor a German coachman, I 
have an English one. 

10. 

Do you give a watch to your daughter? — I give 
her none. — Whom do you see? — I see everybody. — 
Does anybody give me a steel pen? — Nobody gives 
you one. — Does anybody see my Italian book? — 
Nobody sees it. — Does your father give a shilling to 
his son? — He does not give anything to anybody (ou 
He gives nobody anything). — Do you wish anything? 
— Yes, I wish something. — Does your father give a good 
book to your brother? — Every father gives his son a 
good book; nobody gives a*bad book to his son. — 
What does this man say to you? — He says.to me that 
his son is dead. — To whom does this young man 
speak? — He speaks to me. — Does everybody like this 
young boy? — Yes, everybody likes him, because he is 
a good boy. — Do you see anything? — No, Sir, I see 
nothing. — Does anybody give me a gold watch? — 
Nobody gives you one. — Does your mother call your 
maid-servant? — No, she does not call my maid-servant, 
but her cook. — Does every one know the horse that 
I have? — Yes, every one knows it, but nobody knows 
your new dog. — Does your father call anybody? — No, 
he calls nobody (ou does not call anybody). 

* 

11. 

Do you see the rich man who gives a florin to 
the beggar? — To whom does he give a florin? — To the 
beggar who stands at the corner of the street (ou mieux 



at the street-corner). — To whom do you give a French 
book? — I give a French book to your daughter, but 
to your son I give nothing. — Why do you not give 
him anything? — Because he is lazy. — Do you give a 
book to my son or to my sister? — I give neither him 
nor her a book. — Does anybody call my servant? — 
Nobody calls him. — Who sees the book which I give 
you? — Everybody sees it. — Do you see it? — Yes, I 
see it. — Does that man give a florin to his servant and 
(to his) cook ? — Yes, he gives each a florin. — To whom 
ao you give a silver spoon? — I give it (to) you. — Do 
you see the parrot that my sister has? — Yes, I see it. 
— Does your brother give anything to your sister ? — He 
gives nothing to her. — Am I right? — No, Madam, you 
are wrong. — Are you hungry ? — Yes, I am hungry and 
thirsty. — -Has your brother no friend? — Yes, his cousin 
is his friend. — Have you everything ? — No, I have not 
everything, I have nothing. — Have you a good cook, 
Madam? — I have a very good cook and maid-servant. 

12. 

Whom do you expect? — I expect the four school- 
boys. — Do you see the two negroes? — I do not see 
any negroes, but I see three heroes. — Have the ladies 
their gowns? — They have them not. — Has your bro- 
ther two horses? — He has not two horses, he has but 
one. — How many hats have you ? — I have only two 
hats. — Do you see these beautiful dogs? — I see 
them, they are really very beautiful. — Whom do the 
gallant officers call? — They call their soldiers. — They 
call nobody. — Do you buy these large houses ? — I buy 
them and their gardens too. — Has the bootmaker 
many boots? — He has only three. — Has your neigh- 
bour anything? — He has nothing, but his brother has 
something. — Do you see my silk umbrella? — I see two 
umbrellas, a silk and (a) cotton one. — Has your uncle 
a great deal of money? — No, Sir, he has not very 

I 
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much, he has only very little. — Who has a great deal? 
— The rich banker. — Do you see the beautiful castle ? 
— Yes, Sir, and I see the large park too. — Does the 
banker give you any gold? — No, Sir, but he gives 
me some shillings. — Do you see the ladies whom I 
see? — I do not see them, but I see the boys whom 
you call. 

13. 

Have you a good maid-servant, Madam? — Yes, I 
have an excellent maid-servant, but I have no good 
cook. — Whose are these books? — I do not know. — Do 
you buy any steel pens? — I buy some, and I buy 
some lead pencils too. — Does the rich merchant give 
any money to his poor brother? — He does not give 
him anything. — Do you give a gold ring to your little 
daughter? — I give three to her. — Do you see the fa- 
thers whom I see? — I see them, and I see their sons 
too. — Does anybody buy anything ? — The cook buys 
some ducks. — Do you see anything?— I see nothing. 
— Does your mother buy your sister anything? — She 
buys her a silk gown. — Do you speak English? — 
I do not speak, I learn it; but I speak Russian and 
German. 

14. 

Is this Frenchman your friend? — Which French- 
man, the young or the old one? — The young one is 
my friend, but not the old one. — Have you a great 
many horses? — I have but two, but my brother has 
a great many. — Have vou a great many trees in your 
garden? — I have but few, but my neighbour has a 
good many. — Who has any butter? — My brother has 
a great deal of butter. — Is the Englishman your enemy ? 
— He is neither my friend nor my enemy, I do not 
know him. — Whom do you call, Sir? — I call the little 
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boys whom you see in the garden. — Have you a great 
deal of fish? — I have but very little. — Has the fisher- 
man a great many fishes? — He has but very few. — 
Who has a great many oysters? — The Belgian. — Has 
the Frenchman any wine? — He has a great deal of 
wine, but no beer. — Do you drink any beer? — Yes, 
Sir, I drink some beer. — Has the Englishman a good 
deal of silk? — He has no silk. — What has he? — He 
has some cotton, a little leather, and a great deal of 
lead. — What does the rich Bavarian give to his daugh- 
ter? — He gives her some pearls. — Does he give any- 
thing to his son? — He gives him nothing. — Whom do 
the Germans call? — They call the Italians, who have 
the beautiful pictures which you see. — Is your father 
tall?— He is very tall. 

15. 

Has this tree a great many leaves ? — Yes, Sir, it 
has a great many leaves. — Why do you not buy the 
knives ? — Because I have no money. — Why do you not 
drink any wine? — Because I prefer (the) water. — Do 
you give me a little velvet ?-w-I do not give anything 
at all to you (ou I give you nothing at all). — Do you 
call your man-servant or your maid-servant, Madam? 
— I call neither one nor the other. — Why do you not 
eat any bread? — Because I prefer (the) meat. — Have 
you not any other wine or beer? — I have neither any 
other wine nor beer. — Whom do you see? — I see my 
cousin and nobody else. — Have you anything else? — 
I have nothing else. — Do you see this boy or girl? — 
I see neither one nor the other. — Is this young lady 
her cousin's enemy? — She is nobody's enemy, she is 
everybody's friend. — Have you any more beer? — I 
have no beer at all. — Why does the schoolmaster 
praise your nephew? — He praises him, because my 
nephew is diligent, amiable and obedient. — Whose is. 
this pen? — It is my brother's. 
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16. 

Has the poor beggar no bread at all? — No, Sir, 
he has no bread at all. — What do you give to my 
husband's brother? — I give him a good book. — Do you 
give him anything else? — No, Madam, I give him no- 
thing else at all. — This hat is very large, have you 
no other? — No, Sir, I have no other. — Do you see 
anybody else ? — Yes, I see somebody else. — Whom do 
you see? — I see either my mother or my cousin. — 
The lady whom you see, is neither your mother nor 
your cousin, she is your sister. — Why do you call me? 
— I call you, because I see your brother. — Why do you 
give me this bad ink? — Because I have no other. — 
Has your brother any other? — Yes, he has some other. 
— Which wine does the Englishman praise? — He prai- 
ses the German's old wine and the Frenchman's claret. 
— Do the soldiers see their enemies? — They see them, 
and somebody else sees them too. — Do you buy these 
combs? — No, I do not buy them; but somebody else 
buys them. — Who buys them? — My young sister. — 
Has your sister any good silk? — She has some very 
good. — Has your father a great deal of good lead? — 
He has not any, but the Englishman whom you know, 
has (some). 

17. 

W T hom do you see, Madam? — I see my brother's 
children. — Do you also see the geese? — I see enough 
geese, but few sheep. — How many swine do you see ? 
—I see five. — What have the bakers? — They have a 
great many loaves. — Whom do you see there?— I see 
• the old shepherd's oxen.— • Have you my snuff-box or 
my brother's? — I have neither yours nor your bro- 
ther's; I have my friend the Italian's three gold snuff- 
boxes. — Whom do the Germans see? — They see their 
enemies. — Do the locksmiths bring you the keys? — 
They do not bring me the keys, but the locks which 
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you see. — What do you see there? — I see three wolves. 

— What do you buy there? — I buy some silver forks . 
and steel knives. — Do you buy any silver spoons? — 
No, Sir, I buy none. — How many indexes has this book ? 
— It has but one index. — Do you sell your horse? — 
No, I do not sell mine, but my cousin sells his. — How 
many horses has he ? — He has five horses and three 
asses. — Does your father give you money enough? — 
He does not give me enough, he gives me too little. 

— Why does your coachman buy an umbrella? — He 
buys one, because he has no umbrella. — Does he praise 
the umbrella? — He does not praise it, because it is 
indeed not a good one. 

18. 

When do you go to the theatre? — I go there al- 
most every night. — When do you come to my brother? 
— I come to him either this morning or this afternoon. 

— Dp you often see the Englishman? — I see him al- 
most every day. — Do you often speak with the young 
prince ? — I speak- with him Jbut rarely, but my brother 
speaks with him very often. — When do you expect 
your sister? — I expect her either this evening or to- 
morrow morning. — Do you ever see the Russian, my 
young friend's neighbour? — I never see him. — I see 
him but very seldom, but I often see his old teacher's 
son, the amiable Frenchman. — When do you buy the 
sheep which the old shepherd sells? — I buy them to- 
day. — When do you go to the old captain, who has 
been sick almost these three months? — I go to him 
either this evening or to-morrow morning. — Why do 
you not go there now? — Because I have no time. — 
Do you ever hear me, when I come home in the even- 
ing? — I never hear you, but I often hear your brother. 
— Are your cousins right? — No, Sir, they are wrong. 
— Have you already your new coat ? — No, Sir, I have 
it not yet, but my tailor brings it me this evening. — 
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Whom does your uncle expect to-day? — To-day he ex- 
pects nobody, but he expects somebody to-morrow. 

19. 

Do you learn already? — Yes, Sir, I learn already. 
— What do you learn? — I learn my French lesson. ■ — 
Has the little boy bread enough? — He has enough, 
but his sister has not enough. — Are these your uncle's 
horses ? — No, Sir, they are ours. — Is it your friends 7 
castle ? — Yes, it is theirs. — Do you see me ? — Yes, Sir, 
I see you. — Do you see also the young Italians and 
the old Spaniards? — No, I do not see them. — Why do 
you not see them? — Because they are not there. — 
Who calls me ? — The Frenchman calls you. — Why does 
he call me? — I do not know. — Has the Frenchman a 
great deal of money? — He has but very little. — Why 
have you my book and not yours? — Because my sister 
has mine. — Do you give a pen to your comrade? — 
I do not give him one. — Why do you not give - him 
one? — Because I have but one. — What does this young 
man give to his wife ? — He gives her either a beautiful 
silk ribbon, or a velvet gown. — What do you see? — I 
see the Englishmen who speak with the Italians. — Do 
you understand me, when I speak with you ?— ••Yes, Sir, 
I understand you very well. — Who is wrong? — The 
Englishman is right, and the Russian is wrong. 



20. 

How many ships has the gallant captain? — He has 
not many ships, he has but one. — Why do you not 
give eight shillings to the tailor's boy? — I do not give 
him so many shillings, because I have none. — How many 
books has your son? — He has five. — Has your brother 
a great many children ? — He has but a son and daugh- 
ter. — Are these books yours ? — No, Sir, these books are 
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my brother's, but those (books) are mine. — Does the 
Spaniard buy these cigars or those? — He buys neither 
these nor those; he does not buy cigars, but tobacco. — 
Do you often give beer and wine to these little girls? 
— I never give them either wine or beer. — Do you sell 
locks or keys? — I sell neither locks nor keys. — What 
do you sell? — I sell sugar, coffee, honey, pepper and 
mustard. — Have you sugar enough? — I have too much 
sugar. — Has your neighbour, the mighty baron, dogs 
enough? — He has too many dogs. — Do you give these 
three peaches to your young friend? — No, I give him 
the other five, which you see there on the table. — 
How many young ladies dojej^your sister expect to- 
day? — She expects three or four. — Are these your 
sister's pencils ? — Yes, they are hers. — Are these the 
sailors of these ships? ■ — They are neither these nor 
those ships' sailors (ou They are neither the sailors of 
these ships nor of those). — How many potatoes do you 
give me? — I give you ten. 

\ 21. 

Why do you give to your brother only a few pence ? 

— Because I have but a few. — Will you give me any 
(ou some) plums? — I give you none, for I have no plums. 

— Will you sell these candle-sticks or those ? — I sell 
neither these nor those, I sell others. — Has your brother 
a great many sticks? — He has only a few. — Is this 
Englishman your friend? — No, he is my brother's friend, j 
but not mine. — Who is this rich gentleman, whom you 
see there? — He is the captain of this large ship. — To 
whom do you give your sister's umbrella? — I give it 

to her friend, the young lady, whom you see with the 
old lady. — W r hy do you not call your uncle's old ser- 
vant? — Because I do not see him. — Do you praise this 
host's wine? — I do not praise it, because it is not good. 
— Do you give any bread to this poor beggar? — 1 do 
not give him any, I give some to somebody else. — Do 
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you give him anything else? — I give him nothing else (ou 
I do not give him anything else). — Will you speak to 
these boys or those? — I will speak neither to these nor 
those, I will speak to the amiable young ladies. — Do 
you buy any cigars or tobacco? — I never buy either 
cigars or tobacco; I do not smoke. 

■ 

22. 

Do you know me ? — Yes, Sir, I know you very 
well. — Does the young lady know the sad story? — I 
do not know whether she knows it. — Have you more 
than one gold ring, Madam? — I have several gold 
rings. — Do you know us? — We know you, but our 
brothers do not know you. — Have you more butter 
and bread than we ? — We have not so much butter, 
but more bread than you. — Do you know my dogs? — 
Yes, Sir, I know them very well. — What pins do you 
give to your little girls ? — I give them gold ones. — 
How many houses has this old miser ? — He has five 
houses, but his brother has more, he has seven or 
eight. — Does the old marchioness buy the gold spec- 
tacles? — She does not buy the gold, but the silver 
ones. — Who has the poor smith's bellows? — His neigh- 
bour, the lazy locksmith, has them. — If you give me 
these six peaches, I give you the eighteen pence which 
my father gives me every week. 

• 

23. 

Do these boys know us ? — They do not know you, 
but your sons. — Who knows where the rich earl's castle 
is? — Everybody knows. — Do you know? — Yes, Sir, I 
know. — What leaf have you? — It is a small leaf from the 
large tree which is in our garden; — How many books 
have these boys? — I really do not know, how many 
books they have; they have French, English, German 
and Spanish ones; and each of them, has a great many 
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Latin and Greek books. — Does the rich man, whom 
you see there at the street-corner, give anything to 
these poor boys? — He does not give to all, but to se- 
veral of them he gives something. — Is your brother 
right? — No, he is wrong. — Who is right? — The banker 
who does not give him the money which he asks. — 
Why does he not give him the money? — Because 
your brother owes him already very much. — What 
scissors does this merchant sell ? — He sells steel and 
iron ones. — Are these gold or silver snuff-boxes ? — 
They are silver ones, but that gentleman has a gold one. 

24. 

Has your maid-servant any combs? — Yes, she has 
several. — Do you praise the major's horses? — I do 
not praise them, because they are not good. — Do you 
see this little fly? — 1 see it, but my brother does not 
see it. — Are these the negro's shirts ? — No, Sir, they 
are the German's. — How many children has your uncle? 
— He has a great many, five boys and six girls. — 
Why do you not eat these potatoes ? — Because I do 
not like them, — Will you have any peaches? — Yes, 
Sir, for I like them very much. — Are you a friend of 
these two young gentlemen ? — I am neither their friend 
nor their enemy, for I do not know them. — Does your 
brother work at present? — No, he does not work, 
he reposes; but he works almost every morning. — 
Whose book have you? — I have the book of the man 
who has my coat. — Do you see the dog which your 
uncle buys? — Yes, I see it, but my uncle does not 
see me. 



25. 

How many buttons do you buy? — I buy as many 
as you. — Is this man as tall as his brother? — He is 
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much taller. — Do vou buy the knives ? — Which knives ? 

— Those with the ivory handles. — No, Sir, I buy neither 
those with the ivory handles, nor those with the silver 
ones, I buy the knives with the wooden handles. — 
How many soldiers do you see? — I see a thousand 
foot. — Do you see no horse? — No, Sir, I see no horse. 

— Is the physician as rich as his brother, the apo- 
thecary ? — He is as rich as he, but he is more learned. 

— Why do you call your brother? — Because he does 
not see me. — Do you give anything to the rich miser? 

— No, I give him nothing at all. — Why do you give 
him nothing?- — Because he wants nothing. — Where is 
my gold button? — It is here, on the table. — Whose 
hat is there? — There is my hat. — Does the butcher 
sell his oxen? — No, Sir, but I sell mine. — Whom do 
the boys see? — They see their teacher and nobody 
else. — Do you buy anything else? — No, Sir, I buy 
nothing else. — Have the Frenchmen any other um- 
brellas?— Yes, they have some others, but I have not 
any others.— Have you a great deal of butter? — No, I 
have not very much butter, but my father gives me a 
great deal of oil. — Whose umbrella has your sister? — 
•She has her own silk umbrella. — Whom does my maid- 
servant see? — She sees nobody. — Does anybody see 
anything? — No, Sir, nobody sees anything. 



What o'clock is it? — It is half past five. — When 
do you go to bed ? — I usually go to bed at a quarter 
before twelve.— Do you rise late? — Yes, I rise very 
late, but my brother rises early. — At what o'clock does 
he rise? — Sometimes he rises at six, sometimes at a 
quarter or twenty minutes past. — When does your 
uncle come home? — He always comes home at eleven. 
— Do you go to the club? — Yes, Sir, but I shall 
go at forty minutes past one o'clock. — Is it not 
more than two minutes past two? — No, Sir, it is 
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not more. — What books are these ? — These are 
English books. — Who is this little man? — He is my 
brother, but my sister is tall. — Is anybody at home? 
— There is but the servant and nobody else.— Who 
is that lady on the sofa?— She is my sister-in-law. — 
When are you at home? — I am at home every 
forenoon from ten till twelve. — Have you the children's 
pens?— Which children's? — Of the Frenchmen's and 
the Englishmen's children. — No, I have not them. — 
Are these the smith's or the cook's bellows? — They 
are neither the smith's nor the cook's, they are the 
locksmith's. — Is it already four? — Yes, it is past four. 
— Is it much past four? — No, it is not much past 
four, it is but seventeen minutes past. — Is it not half 
past six? — Yes, it is almost half past six. — How many 
minutes does it want to eight?— It is two minutes past 
the quarter ; it wants thirteen minutes to the half hour. 

27. 

How many hours has a day? — A day has twenty- 
four hours.— And how many minutes has an hour? — 
Sixty. — How much does it want to eight? — It wants 
rather more than a quarter. — What is more, seventeen 
and forty-four or twenty-one and nineteen? — Twenty- 
one and nineteen is less. — How much is fifty-one and 
thirty-nine? — As much as eighty and ten, ninety. — 
How much is nineteen and twelve? — As much as 
twenty and eleven, thirty-one. — Is not forty-five and 
thirty-nine more than fifty and nineteen? — It is much 
more. — Am I right? — Yes, Sir, you are right. — Am 
I always right?— No, Sir, you are often wrong.— Are 
these my boots? — No, Sir, these are your brother's 
boots.— At what o'clock do you call your father? — 
I call him at a quarter before seven.— Do you rise 
earlier than your father? — Yes, Sir, I always rise 
earlier. — Does your brother rise early? — Yes, he rises 
very early, he rises at a quarter past seven. — It is 
not only not early, but very late. 
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28. 

Do you always work in the forenoon? — I work 
not only in the forenoon, but also in the afternoon and 
in the evening, sometimes till late in the night.— How 
many sheep has this shepherd? — I do not know, but 
I believe, seventy-six or seventy-seven. — At what 
o'clock will you come to me? — I shall call at your 
house at four or a quarter past. — At what o'clock are 
you at home? — I am always at home at twenty-five 
minutes past four. — Which books have you? — I have 
the young gentleman's books. — Do you know these 
men? — Yes, Sir, I know them; they are poor, but 
honest people. — Is the wine, which the Frenchman 
sells, as good as the wine which the German sells? — 
It is quite as good. — Are these watches yours? — No, 
they are not ours, they are the rich watchmaker's. — 
Do you know this gentleman?— Yes, I know him, but 
he does not know me. — Does your uncle see you? — 
1 do not know whether he sees me. — Do you give 
your son a gold watch or a silver one? — If he is 
diligent and learns his lessons, I give him a gold one ; 
but if he is lazy, I give him none. 

29. 

Do you want my key? — No, Sir, I do not want 
it, but my brother wants it. — Do you go home? — 
No, I come from home. — When does your uncle go 
out? — He always goes out at ten in the morning. — 
Does the Englishmen's servant know if the Frenchmen 
are at home? — I do not know whether he knows or 
not. — Is not your friend the Spaniard's daughter a 
very beautiful girl? — Yes, she is beautiful, but also 
very amiable and not proud.— Whose horses are these? 
— These are my friend the Frenchman's nephews' and 
nieces' horses (pu mieux: These are the horses of my 
friend the Frenchman's nephews and nieces).— Do you 

2* 
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want a new coat? — No, Sir, I do not want a new 
coat, but a new hat. — Where are your copy-books, 
my little friend?— I have no copy-books, I want some. 
— Do you also want any blotting-paper? — Yes, give 
me some, if you please.— Does your horse want a new 
shoe ? — It wants one. — Do you want any more 
money? — No, Sir, I do not want any more. — What 
do you want? — I want some sealing-wax and a seal. 
— Which horses do you sell?— I sell those which I 
want no more. — What do you expect? — I expect what 
you expect. — What is it? — It is the money that yon 
expect. 



30. 

What a beautiful lady this is! Do you know her? 
— No, Sir, I do not know her. — Does your brother 
know her? — Yes, he does. — Are these French books? 
— No, they are English ones. — Does the French mer- 
chant sell all his horses? — He does not sell them all, 
but only eight. — Have you other pens? — Yes, I have 
eleven others. — Have you many flies? — Yes, I have 
a great many. — Are you a friend of these three young 
ladies, Madam? — I am not a friend of one of them, 
but of the two others. — Why do you not give any 
meat to your little son? — I give him no meat, because 
he has enough. — Whose boots are here? — Here are 
your boots and there are mine. — Are these the poor 
beggars' beds? (ou Are these the beds of the poor 
beggars?) — They are theirs. — How many cherries do 
you give to my sister? — To your sister I give sixty- 
seven cherries, and to your cousin fifty- nine. — Have 
you one coat or two? — I have three coats. — How 
many horses do you buy? — I buy but one horse, be- 
cause I want no more. — Do you ever go to the 
theatre? — No, I never go there. — Does your sister 
often go there? — She goes there almost every night. 
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Whom do you call? — I call the same gentleman, 
whom you call. —Do you give five pence to this boy 
or that? — I give the money to the same boy, to whom 
you give some. — Does your mother still want my silk 
gloves? — She wants them no more. — What quantity of 
books there are in this library! — There are not so many 
here as there in the other library. — Which boys does 
the teacher praise? — Those who are obedient and 
diligent. — Do you already go home? — Not yet, I now 
go to my brother's house.— Have you a great deal of 
barley?— I have only a little, but my friend the English 
merchant has a great deal.— Can you put on my boots? 

— I cannot put them on, they are too tight. — Have 
you apples enough?— I have but few, but I have plums 
enough, and cherries too. — Why do you buy so much 
linen?— I buy much, because I want it. — Does the 
joiner buy your brother's wood? — He buys it — Are 
these boots large enough? — No, Sir, they are too tight. 

— Is the wine that you buy as dear as the wine that 
your uncle buys? — One is as dear as the other. — Does 
this merchant sell the cloth as cheap as that?— This 
merchant sells the cloth as cheap as that. 

32. 

Do you want shirts? — I want five dozen.— How 
many pair of gloves do you buy? — I buy six pair. — 
Have you cotton stockings enough? — I have too many 
cotton stockings, but too few worsted stockings. — What 
does this merchant sell?— He sells many shirts, but 
few shifts (ou mieux chemises). — What crowd do you 
see there in the market-place? — I do not see any crowd, 
I see but few people. — How many dozen steel pens 
do you buy? — I buy twelve dozen. — How many yards 
of velvet do you buy? — I buy seven yards. — Do you 
want a velvet waist-coat? — No, but my sister wants 
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a velvet gown. — Who has many pencils?— My sister 
has so many, but my brother has so few. — Why do 
you buy this cheese? It is spoiled. — I buy it, although 
it be spoiled, because it is cheap. — Does the merchant 
there at the corner sell good honey? — He sells very 
good honey indeed. — Of whom do you buy the bread 
that you want? — I buy it of the baker at the street- 
corner. — Does he sell his bread cheap? — He sells it 
very dear, but his bread is very good. — Do the young 
ladies expect their mother to-day? — They expect her 
to-morrow afternoon. 



3?. 

What sort of stockings does this man sell? — He 
sells worsted, silk and cotton ones. — Has he a great 
many stockings ? — Yes, he has some hundred dozen. 
— Am I right? — You are wrong; here are the proofs 
of it. — Is this miser a rich man? — He is a great deal 
too rich, because he never gives anything to anybody. 
— Do I not go often enough to my father? — No, Sir, 
you go too seldom there. — Is not the silver handle of 
your knife too thin? — It is neither too thin nor too 
thick, it is quite as I want it. — Does your father often 
buy anything for you? — He buys for me often and 
much.— What does he buy for you?— He buys for me 
everything that I want. — Where is your servant? — 
He is in my room; what do you want? — I am thirsty, 
and I will have a glass of wine. — John, bring, if you 
please, a glass of wine from the cellar. — What sort of 
wine shall I bring? — It is quite indifferent to me, I 
am thirsty and shall drink any wine that you bring. 
— Do you see the crowd before the house of the rich 
man? — I see the crowd. — Why are these people there? 
— They are poor men and women, and the rich man 
gives each a large slice of bread, a glass of brandy 
and some money every morning. 
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Has your sister quite as much money as you? — 
She has quite as much. — Do you buy as many pencils 
as pens? — I do not buy so many pencils as pens. — 
Has the baron as many servants in the country as in 
town? — In the country he has fewer; in town he has 
five valets, in the country only two. — Do your little 
children already go to school? — Certainly they do. — 
Where is my silk umbrella? — I do not know where it 
is, it is somewhere. — Do your daughters go to school 
every afternoon? — Three days they go to school, and 
three days they have lessons at home in the afternoon. 
— Do you go to 'change to-day ? — Yes, I go there every * 
day. — Do you see anywhere my gold rings? — No, I 
see them nowhere. — Do you come back to-morrow 
from your little journey? — No, I come back in a week 
or two. — Where are your little ones? — They are with 
their mother at Paris. — Where does this young officer 
go? — He goes to the ball. — Does he go there alone? 
— No, he goes there with his old colonel. — Do you 
believe that he comes back? — I believe that he comes 
back from Cologne with his good" friend the witty 
Frenchman. 

i 

35. 

Do you see my maid-servant? — No, Sir, I do not 
see her; where is she? — She is somewhere in the house. 
— Do you go to London? — Yes, Sir, I go there next 
week. — Do you go anywhere else? — No, Sir, I do not 
go anywhere else. — Where are the peasants? — They 
are with the rich farmer in the fields. — What do 
they do there? — They sow barley, wheat and oats. — 
Where is your youngest son now? — He is now at 
sea. — Is this paper not quite the same as my father's ? 
— No, it is not quite the same. — Have you quite as 
much wine as water? — No, I have more water than 
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wine. — What do you do in the morning? — I rise at 
six, breakfast, and then I go to school. — At what 
o'clock do you breakfast ? — I breakfast at twelve or a 
quarter past. — Do you go to the country this afternoon? 
— I think not, because I have much to do. — At what 
o'clock do you come back from 'change? — Usually at 
half past three, sometimes sooner, sometimes later. — 
Where are your amiable sisters? — They are either in 
the fields or in the garden. — What do they do there ? 
—They gather flowers for garlands. — Does this ship 
go to sea? — No, this ship comes from sea. 

36. 

Where is now the young Turk whom you know? 
— He is now in prison. — Have the Englishmen any 
paper? — They have a great deal of paper, but they 
have neither copy-books nor sealing-wax. — Have you 
not any other wine? This is too strong for me. — No, 
Sir, I have not any other. — Does my father call me? 
— No, somebody else calls you. — Are your uncle and 
aunt in the garden? — No, they are not in the garden, 
they are somewhere else.— Tho whom does the Spani- 
ard sell his wine? — He sells it to the Greeks.— Does 
he sell it also to the Italians? — No, he does not sell 
it to the Italians. — Do you already go away? — No, I 
do not yet go away. — When does your friend go back 
to Frankfort? — I do not know, but I believe, this week 
or next. — Does this old man give anything to anybody? 
— He gives nobody anything. 

37. 

Are you afraid? — No, Sir, I am not afraid. — Is 
your sister afraid? — She is not afraid, but she is cold. 
— From where does your brother come? — He comes 
from Paris. — Do you believe that I shall find the 
Frenchman at dinner at three o'clock? — No, you will 
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find him at dinner at four. — For whom do you look? 
— I look for my son. — Is he alone? — No, he is with 
his sister. — Is it noon already? — No, it wants thirty- 
two minutes to twelve. — With whom were you yester- 
day? — I was with my cousin the officer. — At what 
time are you at dinner? — I am at dinner from six 
till half past (six). — Where does your friend the 
Englishman reside now? — He lives 125 Rivoli-Street. 
— Do you also live in Rivoli-Street? — No, Sir, I live 
27 Boulevard des Capucins. — Does your friend find 
you at supper, when he comes to you in the evening ? 
— No, he always finds me at tea. — Do you like tea? 
— Yes, I like tea very much. — Is your father within? 
— Yes, he is within, but my mother is not. — When 
•does she come home? — She comes home at about 
three or half past. — Will you give me this book to- 
day? — No, 1 shall give it you to-morrow. — Who is 
now with your sister? — The man who sells cheap 
pocket-handkerchiefs. 

38. 

Who is now with the English lady ?— The French 
lady is with her now. — Is anybody with your friend? 
— His tailor is with him. — Where does his tailor live? 
— He lives 1 High-Street. — At what o'clock have your 
young people their dinner? — The young people in our 
house have their dinner at five o'clock. — Is your ban- 
ker in town ? — No, he is out of town. — Where do you 
come from? (ou From where do you come?) — I come 
from there. — Where will you find your father, when 
you go to him? — I shall find him at dinner. — Will 
you find anybody with him? — No, I shall find nobody 
with him (ou I shall not find anybody with him). — 
At what o'clock can I see your sister V — You will 
always find her at home from two till five o'clock. — 
Whom do you expect to supper? — I expect my friend 
the famous lawyer to supper at half past nine. — 
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Where do you reside during the summer? — During 
the summer I live out of town. — Who is with you? 
— There is nobody with me. — When can I find you 
at home? — You can find me at home to-night before 
supper. — Will you give me a gold candle-stick? — I 
will give you one. — When will you come to me? — I 
shall come to you to-morrow or the day after to- 
morrow. — Will your brother also come? — No, he will 
not come, he is out of town. — Where is he? — He is 
gone to St. Petersburgh. 

39. 

What sort of coats has your brother now? — He 
has a great many coats. — Does this merchant sell 
cheap? — No, he sells very dear. — How many shirts 
do you buy? — I buy three dozen. — What a quantity 
of wine this rich banker buys ! — He does not buy a 
great deal of wine, he buys but three barrels. — When 
will you go to Paris ? — I shall go at eight o'clock in 
the evening; I like very much to travel by night. — 
From where do you come? — I come from home. — 
Which of your sisters do you love most? — I love 
each of (on all) my sisters alike. — Do you still want 
my money? — No, Sir, I do not want it any more. — 
To whom do you give this bread ? — To the same 
man to whom you give some cheese. — How many 
foot do you see i — I see ninety-nine. — Is your friend 
at home? — He is, but his wife is in the country. — 
When will your sister come back again? — She will 
come home again at three o'clock. — How many hoofs 
has the horse ? — It has four hoofs, because it has four 
legs. — Will you sell me any ivory? — I cannot sell 
you any, because I have none. — Have you coffee 
enough?— I have too much. 

40. 

Have you the bellows, cook? — I have no bellows, 
the locksmith has them. — Whose bellows has he? — 
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He has mine. — Have your brothers my steel pens? — 
No, they have not yours, they have your cousin's 
pens. — Where does your sister live? — She lives at 
our brother's house. — Have you any sugar left? — No, 
Sir, I have no more sugar left, but I have still a great 
deal of honey. — Has the goldsmith any gold knives 
left? — No, he has no more gold knives left, but he 
has a great many silver ones. — For whom do you buy 
this pin with a diamond ? — I buy it for my sister 
Eliza. — Have you twenty cherries? — I have a few 
more. — Has your brother still his beautiful pictures? 
— He has nothing left. — How many copper nails have 
you left? — I have but a few copper nails left, but I 
have a great many steel and iron nails. — Has the 
banker any more gold? — He has no more left. — Does 
this blotting-paper belong to you? — No, it is not mine, 
it is my little sister's.— Do these tongs belong to this 
room? — No, they do not belong to this room, but to 
that. — How much wine does the Dutchman sell to 
you? — He sells to me a great deal more than to my 
father. — Does your brother give you the potatoes that 
he has left? — No, he does not give me them, because 
he has no potatoes left. 

41. 

Have you a pair of stockings more? — I have five 
dozen stockings. — How much wine does the French- 
man sell to you? — He sells me two dozen bottles more. 
—Why do you buy fewer plums than cherries ?— Be- 
cause 1 like plums more than cherries. — Do you want 
any more apples?— No, I do not want any more.— 
Have you as many rooms as your father? — No, we 
have fewer. — Does your little Bister know less French 
than English? — No, she knows more French than 
English. — Has any one of you a few francs left? — 
Yes, I have eleven left. — Then you have more than 
J, 1 have no more than three francs left.— To which 
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girl do you speak? — I speak to my young sister's 
little friend. — Do these handkerchiefs belong to your 
brothers? — Yes, Sir, they are theirs. — Do you speak 
with Amelia about this matter? — No, I shall not speak 
with her about this matter, but about another. — For 
whom do you take these peaches? — I take them for 
me. — For whom does George take these steel pens ? — 
He takes them for his sister Mary and cousin Charles. — 
Has he any steel pens left? — He has six dozen left. — 
Are these your horses or your cousins'? — Some are 
mine, and some belong to my cousins. — Has the Russian 
as many oxen as the Swiss? — No, the Swiss has more 
than the Russian. — Where do you come from? — I come 
from the market. — Will you give me my copy-book 
to-day V — I shall not give it you either to-day or to- 
morrow. — When will you give it me? — I shall give it 
you the day after to-morrow. — When will you come 
to me? — I shall come to you about night. — Do you 
come from the country? — Yes, I come from the country. 
— Where do you go to? — I go to town. 

42. 

To whom shall I give a glass of milk? — Give it 
to me. — Will you also have any cream? — Yes, give 
me some. — Peace is pleasant and useful, and war dis- 
agreeable and hurtful. — Your son is very wrong to be 
idle; laziness is a very hurtful vice. — Have you a mind 
to go into the country with me? — No, I must remain 
with my father, because he is ill. — For whom did you 
buy these velvet waistcoats? — I bought them for my 
friends the Spaniards. — Do you like velvet waistcoats? 
— I do not like them, but the Spaniards do. — Is it well 
to have no. enemies? — It is pleasant and useful not to 
have any enemies at all. — Have you a mind to sell 
your horses? — I have no mind to sell them, but I 
intend to buy several, because I want some more. — 
Have you time to come to me? — I have a mind to come, 
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but I do not know, whether I have time. — To whom 
shall I give these nuts? — Give them to us. — Did you 
see anybody at the concert? — I did not see any one, 
because I was not there. — Where were you yesterday, 
gentlemen ? — We were in the country. — You must give 
some pens to your nephew, you have so many. — What 
have you a mind to trink? — Give me, if you please, 
a glass of beer, I am so thirsty. 

43. 

Where were you yesterday? — I was with my 
friend the student. — Has your friend his own lodgings? 
— He long resided with his father, but now he has his 
own lodgings. — Was anybody with you yesterday 
rooming? — Nobody was with me yesterday morning, 
but somebody was with me yesterday evening. — Where 
were your cousins Eugenia and Charlotte yesterday- 
evening? — They were with a friend. — What* did they 
do there? — They embroidered, stitched and played at 
cards. — Had you yesterday the book, winch I gave 
you? — I had it, but I gave it to my brother. — Had 
your sister yesterday her French lesson at seven? — 
She had no lesson yesterday, she has a lesson to-day 
at five in the afternoon. — Is it a long time since you 
saw your father? — I saw him a week ago. — Whom 
did you expect last Sunday? — Last Sunday I expected 
my sister-in-law. — Did you see a horse in the fields 
yesterday? — I saw no horse, but many oxen. — Which 
of the two boys there in the street sold you the dog, 
which you showed me this morning? — Neither of these 
two boys sold it me, I bought it from (ou of) an old 
blind man. — At which shop did your aunt buy the silk 
stockings? — She has not bought them, her daughter 
Mathilda knit them for her. — Did yon go last Monday 
with your friends into the country? — I did not go to 
the country, but to 'change.— How long had you your 
gold watch? — I had it two years. — Did you find the 
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goods which you wanted? — I did not find them; I 
found a great many goods, but not those which I 
wanted. 

44. 

Who has had my pencils? — Your brother has 
had them. — Have you seen the rich earl's beautiful 
castles? — I have not seen them, but my sister's 
husband has. — Where have you been to-day ? — I have 
been at church. — Has vour cook been at the market? 
— He has not been, but will go there now. — Have 
you bought the beautiful gold rings that I saw at the 
goldsmith's shop yesterday ? — I have not bought them, 
but my neighbour the old miser has. — Why have you 
not bought them? — Because they were too dear for 
me. — Where has your sister been this morning? — She 
has been at church. — Have the young girls been at 
school to-day ?-*- They have been there. — What have 
you done all this week? — I have done a great deal 
of business. — Have you long been at Leipzig? — Yes, 
I have been at Leipzig three years. — What have you 
said to your friend? — I have said nothing to him. — 
Has your friend told you the words which he sppke 
last night at the club ? — No, he has not told me them. 
— Who has thrown the stones into the garden? — My 
little brother has. — Have you written a letter to the 
pastmaster of the little town where your brother has 
resided so long? — I have written a letter to him, and 
he has answered me. 

45. 

Have you drunk the wine that was there on the 
table? — I and my brother have drunk it. — Had you 
fine weather, when you were at Vienna? — Yes, we 
had veiy fine weather. — Have you been long in 
Wurzburgh ? — I have been six months in Wurzburgh. 
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— Has your mother given anything to your sister? — 
She gave her a beautiful English book yesterday. — 
Is it true, that your brother has found a beautiful 
gold watch ? — It is true ; he found a gold watch-chain 
too. — Am I right to buy these two horses? — You are 
wrong to buy them. — Why am I wrong? — Because 
you have horses enough. — Has the merchant sold all 
his watch-keys ? — He has sold them alL but has some 
watch-chains left. — Has the Englishman resided at 
Dresden as long as you? — He has not resided quite 
so long. — Has your father as many children as his 
brother? — No, my father has five children and my 
uncle only one. — Do you know whether my servant 
has been at my tailor's? — I do not know. — Has your 
mother resided in the country as long as you? — No, 
she has resided there much longer, I have resided 
in town a long time. — Why do you give so much 
meat to this child? — I do not give him any more 
than I usually give him. — Have you seen the famous 
general's new castle? — I have not yet seen it. — Who 
has called me? — Nobody has called you. 

46. 

Have you had a new coat made? — Yes, I have 
got one made, the tailor brought it yesterday. — Is 
your nephew older than my son ? — He is younger 
than your son, but he is the eldest of his brothers. 
— Is my cloth as cheap as yours? — No, yours is 
much dearer than mine. — Have you a larger house 
than we? — Our house is not so large, but it is much 
prettier. — Have you sold your garden? — No, I have 
not. sold it, but I shall get it sold. — Is the baron's 
castle as large as the earl's? — It is not so large, 
the earl's castle is the largest in the neighbourhood. 
• — Is honey as sweet as sugar? — Honey is sweeter. 
— Is this gold ring as dear as that which I bought 
yesterday? — It is much dearer. — Is the public-house 
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as full as it was last night ? — It is much fuller, 
it is the fullest public-house in the town. — Are the 
Englishmen's ships as large as those of the French- 
men? — Some are as large, some not so large. — 
Is this velvet cheaper than that? — No, it is not so 
cheap, for I never bought any velvet cheaper than 
that. 

47. 

Is this street as dirty as that? 1 — Yes, Sir, it is 
much dirtier, it is the dirtiest street in our town. — 
Was the theatre full last night? — It was much fuller 
than it was yesterday. — Was it fuller than it was 
to-day week? — No, it was not so full. — Is this wine 
as sour as that which the German has sold you? — 
Certainly; it is even much sourer than that which I 
bought a week ago; it is the sourest wine I have 
ever drunk. — Are you very busy now? — Yes, I have 
to work a great deal; I never was so busy as just 
now. — Is this flower more beautiful than that? — It is 
more beautiful, indeed, it is the most beautiful flower 
that I ever have seen. — Which of these boys is the 
most industrious? — This is the most industrious, but 
that is the laziest boy in my school. 

. 

48. 

Is your garden farther than your uncle's? — It is 
much farther, it is the hindmost garden of all. — Has 
your banker as much money as his eldest brother? 
— He has more, but his youngest brother has less. — 
Do you want a great deal of silk? — Yes, I want a 
great deal, but my friend, the weaver, wants a great 
deal more. — Has your brother borrowed as much 
money as his cousin? — No, he has borrowed less; he 
never borrows any money, unless he stand in great 
need. — Has not the Frenchman borrowed some money 
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from his friend, the Dutchman? — I do not know indeed, 
if he has borrowed any from him or not. — Is your 
house out of town? — No, Sir, but it is the outmost 
in the town. — Is it as late as yesterday? — Yes, Sir, 
it is much later. — Who is the last of your scholars? 
— The last of my scholars is yom 4 son. — Is this room 
as low as that? — Yes, Sir, it is much lower, it is 
the lowest room in your house. — Do you go as far as 
my teacher goes ? — I go much farther, my way is the 
farthest. 

49. 

What age are you? — I am twenty-two years old. 
— John, get the floor swept, it is so dirty that the 
dust stands more than three inches high. — Where did 
you stand in the church? — Did you not see me? — I 
stood so near you that my elbows almost touched 
yours. — Mary, take my shirts to the washerwoman; 
I must have them on Saturday. — She says that she 
will bring you them much sooner. — What is more 
dangerous than open hatred? — Hidden hatred is much 
more dangerous — Where is your watch? — I have it 
not, it is broken. — Who has broken it? — My youngest 
son has broken it. — Whose horseB had you? — We had 
our friend, the rich Frenchman's horses. — Have you 
your brother's coat? — I have my own coat. — Who 
takes the letter to the post-office? — I have taken it 
there already. — Have you a house of your own? — 
I have two houses, one in town and the other in the 
country. — Who has dropped this glass? — My servant 
has dropped and broken it. 

50. 

Where is your garden? — It is near my uncle's 
garden. — Has the voung boy, whom you see there, a 
great many books?— He has a great many, but his 

CLEF ANGLAISE. 3 



Digitized by Google 



eldest brother has more, and his youngest brother has 
most. — To whom do these fields belong? — Most of 
them belong to my uncle — Will you try this snipe? 
— I thank you, I have tried it already. — Who nas 
bought the wild boar, that the huntsman sold at 
market? — The young baronet bought him. — Was he 
a living one? — No, the huntsman had killed him the 
day before yesterday. — Had you your father's horses 
or your own yesterday? — I had neither my father's 
horses nor my own, I had the horses of my neighbour, 
the rich farmer. — Have you brought the poor man the 
money that I gave you yesterday? — I nave not yet 
brought it him. — Who leads the doctor's children to 
school in the morning? — His servant leads them there. 
— Does he also carry their books and their copy- 
books? — He carries the books and the copy-books of 
theyoungest, but the elder ones carry them themselves. 
— Has the tailor not yet brought my new coat? — He 
has not yet brought it, but he will bring it to-morrow 
or the day after (to-morrow). 

i 

51. 

Where have you sent your coachman? — I have 
sent him to the smith, because my horse has lost all 
its shoes. — Does this knife cut well? — It cuts very 
well, but my scissors do not cut well. — Who is this 
young man? — He is my next-door neighbour who 
sings so well. — Has he a nice voice? — He has the 
most beautiful voice that I know. — Why do you not 
send back to my teacher the books which he has lent 
ou? — I do not send them back to him, because I 
ave not yet read them. — Is he the same man to 
whom you spoke at the concert yesterday? — He is 
the very same. — What does your sister do? — She knits 
stockings. — Does she knit stockings for her daughter? 
— No, she knits her own stockings. — Does your clerk 
take the letter to the post-office? — He does not carry 
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it to the post-office, but to the counting-house of the 
rich banker. — Will the servant brush my great-coat? 
— He will brush neither your great-coat, nor your 
coat. — Why will he not brush them ? — Because he has 
no brush. — Therefore (ou Then) he must buy one. — 
Have you heard it yourself ?— I assure you that I heard 
it myself. — How do you feel? — I do not feel quite 
well. — To whom have you written? — I have written 
a note to my bootmaker. — Do you write to-day to 
your father? — I shall write to him to-morrow. — Does 
your mother get a gown made? — No, she makes 
her own gowns. — Have you given her the silk that 
I have brought her? — 1 have given it her in her 
own hands. 

52. 

How long have you been at Boulogne? — I have 
been there all this week. — Has my son been diligent? 
— He has been very diligent and obedient all this 
week.— Is my uncle come?— He is come, but he went 
away immediately. — Has your sister written her own 
letter? — She always writes her own letters. — How long 
did you remain at the concert? — I remained about an 
hour, and then I went away. — William, are your master 
and mistress at home? — My master is at home, but 
my mistress is gone out. — Where is your mistress? — 
My mistress is gone to her father who is sick. — Has 
he been sick a long time ? — No, Sir, but a few days. 
— Where have you your watch? — I have it no more, 
I have broken it. — Is it true that your uncle has sold 
his castle ? — It is not true, but he has sold a part of 
his park. — Why do you not content your tailor? — I 
have already contented him. — Have you your book or 
your uncle's? — I have neither mine nor his, I have no 
book. — What have you? — I have the copy-books and 
pens of my sisters. — Has your coachman seen ours, 
when ours has seen yours ? — Your coachman has seen 

3* 
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ours, but ours has not seen yours. — To whom has the 
joiner sold the tables and chairs which I bought from 
him? — He sold them to the gallant captain. 

53. 

Have you any more partridges ? — No, Sir, I have 
sent them all to my uncle. — Do you want any more 
paper? — I want a great deal. — How many pair of 
scissors have you left? — I have six pair left. — Of 
whom do you speak? — I speak of the lazy scholars 
of the good teachers. — Of which teachers ? — Of those 
whom you know. — At what o'clock do you come back 
from your shop? — -I usually come back at a quarter 
before eight. — Is the young Frenchman, who lives at 
your house, still at home? — Yes, he is still at home, 
but in bed. — Why is he in bed so late? — He came 
back from the theatre at about midnight or a quarter 
past twelve yesterday, and now he has the headT-ache. 
— When does he usually go out in the morning? — He 
usually goes out at a quarter or twenty minutes past 
nine. — Do you come home late in the night? — No, I 
usually come home about ten o'clock. — Do you go 
immediately to bed? — Yes, I go immediately to bed, 
but I read a long time in my bed. — It is a bad habit, 
it spoils your eyes, and you could set your bed-room 
on fire. — Is your brother here? — He is somewhere, but 
not here. — Is he at home? — No, he is somewhere else. 
— Where do you go to-night? — I go into the country. — 
Does your brother go there also? — No, he goes nowhere. 

54. 

Do you remember the man whom you saw in the 
country yesterday? — I remember him, but I do not 
recollect his features. — Whv does this boy praise him- 
self? — Because nobody praises him. — Have you done 
your business? — No, Sir, not quite. — Has the rich earl 
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a great deal of property? — He has seven castles with 
large parks and gardens For whom do these mer- 
chants buy these large ships? — They buy them for 
themselves. — Have you done breakfast? — Not yet, but 
if you will wait for some minutes, I shall have done. 
— Why do you wear spectacles? — Because I have 
sore eyes. — Has your brother sore eyes too ? — No, Sir, 
but he is very short-sighted. — Will you write much 
longer? — No, I cannot write any longer, I must go 
to my uncle's. — Why will you go to him? — Because 
I must see him before he sets off for his country- 
seat. — Is the carriage ready? — No, Sir, not yet. — 
How do the*e children behave ? — They are very kind 
and polite. 

55. 

Would you go to the theatre, if you had money? 
— I should not go, even if I had plenty of it. — Would 
you go to the ball? — I should, provided my uncle 
invited me. — Would your sisters make their own 
shoes, provided they could not buy any? — They would 
not, because they are no shoemakers. — Would you 
take these letters to the post-office, if ray brother 
asked you? — I should not, although he asked me. — 
Why would you not ? — Because he is too lazy to take 
them himself. — Would you go with him, if he went 
himself? — Certainly, I should. — Why would you go? — 
I should go, lest he lose them. — Should we find your 
brother at home, if we went before he goes to his 
counting-house?— Certainly, you would. — Would your 
sister come to mine, if she remained at home? — She 
would not, although your amiable sister remained at 
home, because she has now her French lesson. — Would 
you speak to the Russian, if he came to you?— I should 
not, though he came, because I cannot speak Russian. 
— Will you go to the concert to-night? — 1 shall not go, 
except I (shall) finish my letters at (ou by) seven.— 
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Should not everybody try to make himself useful? — 
Everybody ought to make himself as useful as he can; 
if he does not, he is despised by every one. 

56. 

Have you received a letter from your sister that 
is at Paris? — Yes, I have. — What does she write to 
you ? — She writes to me that she cannot remain there 
any longer, unless I send her some money; she has 
but very little left. — Do you speak to the young 
Italian? — Certainly (I do), why should I not do so? 
— I thought you were his enemy. — You are mistaken, 
I am nobody's enemy. — When does your son come 
from school? — I expect him every moment. — I hoped 
I might see him, I have something of importance to 
tell him. — I wish I knew where he was, that I could 
send my servant to call him. — Does the good cler- 
gyman give much to the poor? — He gives them 
almost all he has and gets from others; were he 
rich, he would give much more, but he is very poor. 
— Will you go to London? — I shall go there next 
week. — Will you do any business there? — I shall 
try. — How many guests were with your aunt at 
dinner yesterday? — There were all together twenty- 
three guests there. — Is her dining-room large enough 
for so many people ? — There was plenty of room for 
every one. 

57. 

Did anybody follow you? — No, Sir, nobody fol- 
lowed me. — Has the banker any more clerks? — He 
has but one more. — Do you read much? — I have no 
time to read very much, I have so many things to 
do. — Why do you not brush your own coat and 
trowsers? — I cannot brush them, your servant has 
taken your brush and not brought it back.— Is this not 
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a pretty child, Madam? — You are right, this child is 
exceedingly pretty. — Was your friend the Englishman 
here himself, or did he send his servant? — He sent 
his servant, he himself was in the house next-door. — 
Are ail your children here with you ; Madam? — No, 
these are my elder ones, my little ones are all at 
home. — Do you know those people? — Yes, they are 
very poor, but honest people.. — How many snuff-boxes 
have you? — I have five silver snuff-boxes, and only 
one gold one. — Have you more chairs in your room 
than I have in mine? — I do not know, I have not 
counted the chairs that are in your room. — Who is 
right ? — My sister and brother are right, everybody is 
right. — Are you cold? — No, I am not cold, I am 
exceedingly hot. — Who is thirsty? — Nobody is thirsty, 
but every one is hungry. 1 7% 

58. 

Who is this man? — He seems to be very rich. — 
He is rich, he has made a great fortune in California. 
— Why is this young lady always dressed in black? 
— She has made a vow never to wear any other 
dress. — Is it long since she made this vow? — She 
made it, when her bridegroom died. — Have you made 
your choice? — Not yet, Sir, it is very difficult to 
make a choice. — Have you already done your business? 
— Yes, Sir, I have done it a long time ago. — For 
whom do you wait? — I wait for my uncle. — Then you 
must wait long, I saw him going to 'change just now. 
— It matters not; I shall wait till he comes back, for 
I must speak to him. — Have you anything of impor- 
tance to say to him? — Yes, Sir, I have to tell him 
a thing of the greatest importance. — Where did you 
live last autumn ? — Last autumn I lived in a vine-yard 
that I have on the banks of the Rhine. — Did you long 
reside there ? — Yes, I resided there till winter. — Where 
did you live during the winter? — During the winter 
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J lived at Strasburgh. — When will you come back 
from Baden-Baden? — I shall come back from Baden- 
Baden next Saturday or Sunday. — Will you remain 
here till Wednesday? — No, Sir, I cannot, J must be 
Thursday at Vienna, therefore I ought to set off on 
Tuesday, or on Wednesday early in the morning. 

59. 

Why did not your son call the servant? — He 
would not. — Would he not come in? — He would, but 
could not. — Would your children not learn their les- 
sons? — They wished, to learn thera, but could not, 
because the lessons w,ere too difficult. — -Can you not 
remain any lojager with us?- — It is impossible for me 
to remain any longer, because I have promised my 
father to see him before he goes to 'change. — Why 
have you not yet written any letters? — I wrote as many 
as I was able. — Why did you not take the money 
that the old miser offered you? — I saw, that he did 
not wish to give it me. — Why has this woman not 
been allowed to work ? t~ Because she was too feeble 
after her late illness.— When shall 1 come to fetch 
you for a walk? — Come at seven o'clock, by then 
we shall have done dinner. — Have you received 
anything from your uncle? — No, Sir, I have received 
nothing from him, but my brother has received 
•a gold watch. — Is it not provoking ? t- Not in the 
Jeast,' Sir. 

60. 

How much money can you have left? — W© 
cannot have much money left, for we have bought a 
great many books. — How late may it be? — It must be 
after nine. — Why do you not go out?— I cannot go 
out, I have to write a few letters more. — Will you 
come soon to me? — Not till I have done my business. 



Digitized by Google 



41 — 



— 18 this picture well done? — Yes, very well, a most 
eminent painter painted it. — Will you set off to-day, 
Sir? — No, not till to-morrow morning. — When did 
you leave Berlin? — I left it three or four months 
ago. — Why did you not come last Saturday? — Because 
I had too much to do. — That is the same reason why 
I did not come to you yesterday. — Can your cook 
bring me a partridge from the market?— No, he 
cannot, because he must remain at home. — Your 
lesson is not well done, Sir, there are a great many 
mistakes.— Shall I buy this coat or that? — Neither 
this nor that. — Why not, papa? — Because your 
mamma will buy you one. — Have you received any 
letters? — No, nobody has written any to me. — Has 
this man committed the crime? — No, he has taken an 
oath (ou he made oath) that he did not. 

61. 

When will you have done breakfast? — I do not 
fcnow, my breakfast is not yet quite ready, it is pre- 
paring. — What will you have for your breakfast?— 
Some tea, fresh eggs, some ham, radishes, butter and 
toasts. — At what o'clock have you usually done break- 
fast?— Generally we have done breakfast at half past 
eight.- — Do you lunch? — Yes, we usually take a little 
lunch at twelve or half past.-r— Will you give this little 
gold ring to your sister? — I cannot give it her, though 
she wishes it ever so much; it is not mine, it is my 
cousin Charlotte's.^-Why will you go to your banker's? 
it is now so cold I — I shall go to him, if it were 
ever so cold, I have to speak to him about business. 
— About what did this man speak to you so eagerly? 
-r-He asked me for money. — Have you given him 
any?— It would be of no use to give him any, he 
lavishes everything he gets. — Has the youag baronet 
promised you to come to-day ?--- He said, if he did 
not come to-day, he would come to-morrow early in 
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the morning. — I hope he may keep his word! — Why 
do you say so? — Because he is not used to do so. — 
How long have you been here? — I have been here 
only for an hour. — How long has your brother already 
been at Paris? — Next week he will have been at Paris 
for two months. — When did he write to you? — Last 
Saturday I received a letter from him. — When will 
you see the Russian? — -By three o'clock I shall have 
seen him. — How many bottles of wine ought your 
servant to bring from the cellar? — He has brought 
three dozen, and ought to bring fifteen bottles more. 

62. 

How many gloves will the merchant send? — He 
will send fifteen more, then he will have sent in all 
thirteen dozen. — Will you have done dinner by six 
o'clock? — We shall have done dinner long before 
then. — Is your brother quite dressed? — No, but he is 
dressing just now. — Will you go to church to-day? — 
Yes, I will go there at ten. — Did you speak with the 
merchant about your business? — Yes, I spoke about 
it. — What did you say to him? — I said to him, that 
his clerk has not paid me till now. — Have you done 
writing? — Yes, I have just finished my task. — Will 
you say to your brother, that I expect him to dinner 
on next Wednesday? — Should I see him, I would tell 
him, but I do not believe that I shall see him. — Were 
I you, I would not go so often to the theatre. — I do 
not go often, I go but once or twice a week. — This 
even is too often, you spend there your money and 
your time, and time is also money, as the proverb 
says. — Where has your sister been? — She has been at 
the linen-draper's. — What did she buy there? — She 
bought two dozen shirts for our brother James and 
half a dozen chemises for herself. — Why does your 
brother want so many shirts?— He wants them, because 
he goes to sea. 
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Shall I find you at home to-night? — If you do 
not come before seven, you will find me at home. — 
Would your father and mother be at home? — I don't 
think so, because my father has promised his most 
intimate friend, the famous physician, doctor Lee, to 
see him to-night at his country-seat, and my mother 
intends to go to the theatre. — Did you spend for your 
house as much as your brother? — He spent much 
more, his house costs him a great deal more than it 
is worth. — My mother asks you, if you will dine with 
us to-morrow; we expect some ladies and gentlemen. 
— I really do not know, whether I can come or not. — 
It is of no use inviting you, you never come.— I 
assure you, I have so much to do, that I go out very 
seldom. — Can we then expect you? — I will do my 
best to come , but I cannot promise you for , sure. — 
Have you bought the wine that we tried together 
yesterday? — I did not buy it, because I did not like 
it. — Will you go with me to another wine-dealer's? — 
Yes, Sir, for I want some wine, having invited some 
friends to dine with me on Friday. — When do you 
set off for Cologne ? — I wish to leave Mayence at ten, 
because a rich banker of Cologne has invited me to 
dine with him. — Were you yesterday at Mrs. Banker's 
soiree? — No, Sir, my tailor had not brought me my 
new dress-coat. — Have you had a new dress-coat 
made? — Yes, Sir. — Could you write the letters to- 
morrow? — I would, but I cannot. — Why can you not? 
— Because I have no time. 

64. 

I shall not remain any longer here, it is too hot 
in this room. — We shall open the window, then it 
will not be so hot. — Where is your brother gone? — 
He is gone below stairs. — Where did you go this 
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morning, as I met you? — I was just going to my 
bootmaker's. — I would my cousin had come to our 
house before setting off for Calais, I had something 
of importance to say to him. — Is this hook interesting? 
— Yes, this book is very interesting, but that which 
you bought at the bookseller's last Monday, is very 
tiresome. — What o'clock is it?« — It is just striking 
four. — I think I heard it strike about ten minutes ago. 
— You are mistaken, Sir, it struck just now. — Do you 
not find it very tiresome to copy this letter once 
more? — Yes, it is very tiresome indeed, but I cannot 
send away the letter I have just now written, having 
spoiled it by three ink -blots. — What was your aunt 
doing, as you entered her parlour? — She was just 
reading a letter which she had received from her 
husband. — Where is her husband now? — He is now in 
America at the seat of war. — What does he do there? 
■ — He describes the operations of the two armies, being 
the correspondent of a large London newspaper. — Has 
your joiner sent you the chairs that you had ordered? 
—He has sent them just now, his journey-men are 
carrying them in my parlour. — Where did you find your 
banker? — I found him writing at his counting-house. 

65. 

What did your uncle do, when you were with him 
this afternoon? — -He was just taking his lunch, as I 
came. — Whose copy-book is this? — My sister's. — Is it 
not true, that she has a very beautiful handwriting? 
— Yes, she writes very well, but I find that your 
cousin writes much better. — Was the little Russian 
with the Frenchman, when you came? — Yes, he was; 
1 found him leaning against the window and looking 
into the street. — Did you see your little brother and 
sister yesterday? — Yes, they came running towards 
me as soon as they saw me. — What are you doing, 
Madam? — Do you not see that I am making a dress? 
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— What did your children do so long in the garden? 
— They were jumping the whole afternoon. — Has the 
rich merchant lost his whole fortune by the failure 
of Hood and Brothers? — I think so. — Where does this 
young lady live? — She lives at our house. — Will you 
soon get your money from your father? — I hope so, 
because I want it very much. — Is it warm in this 
room? — Yes, Sir, it is very warm, but also very 
damp. — Has your banker a dry counting-house? — Yes, 
it is very dry, but also very dusky. — We have to-day 
a very clear morning. — Yes, but it is very cold, the 
thermometer shows but one degree of warm. — Had 
we moonlight yesterday? — I do not remember, but I 
do not think so. 

6G. 

Do you believe in God? — I am a Christian, Sir, 
and every Christian believes in God. — Do you believe 
this boy? — No, Sir, I do not believe him, because he 
lies very much. — If you please, lend me some money 
till Sunday morning! — I shall give you some, if you 
promise me to keep your word and give me the 
money back on Sunday morning. — I always have kept 
my word and will keep it now. — Do you like to play 
at chess? — No, Sir, I find chess very tedious. — I, on 
the contrary, find it very interesting. — Where is your 
sister gone? — She is gone to her dancing-lesson. — Is 
her cousin gone with her? — No, she rides on horse- 
back. — Why does she ride? — She will try the saddle- 
horse, which her father has bought for her. — Do you 
always pay your tailor with ready cash? — No, Sir, I 
have at my tailor's a running account. — Have you still 
your old coachman? — No, Sir, being very much dissa- 
tisfied with him, I sent him away. — Do you like to* 

Slay at cards? — No, Sir.— Will you play at cards to- 
ay? — No, Sir, but my father, my cousin, and two 
other gentlemen will play at whist. 
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67. 

A person not having lived in the country cannot 
unterstand how agreeable it is to live there. — Who 
is this man, who comes running into the court-yard? 
— This is a man selling tobacco-pipes, sticks and um- 
brellas. — Why is he crying so loud? — He is crying, 
because a thief has stolen him a dozen sticks. — Where 
is the thief? — There, you can see him jumping over 
the hedges. — Why is this old woman weeping? — She 
has lost her only son, who was the support of her old 
age, now she must go begging from door to door. — 
Is this young gentleman obliging? — Yes, he is the 
most obliging gentleman that I know. — What have 
you bought at the bookseller's? — I have bought a 
highly interesting book. — What does this old jew do? 
— He is always buying and selling all sorts of old 
things. — Do you go to Paris for a long time? — I go 
to Paris for six months. — Will you lend me this book 
before giving it back to its owner? — Yes, I shall, if 
you give your word to give it back to me in three 
days. — Here is my word. — Well, but if you do not 
keep it, I never shall lend you anything again. — I 
have always kept my promise, and I despise the man 
that does not keep his. — You are wrong, because we 
cannot always keep our word; sometimes we are hin- 
dered by circumstances. 

68. 

What is your servant doing? — He is brushing my 
clothes. — Has the farrier paid the money that he owes 
to the mason for building his forge ? — No, he has not 
yet paid, he always promises more than he can per- 
form. — Has the young journeyman accepted any money 
for having saved the (life of the) rich farmer's little 
child? — No, he would not accept any money, saying 
that a good deed loses its value, when rewarded by 
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money. — Did you go to the pastry-cook's this morning? 
— I was willing to go there, in order to meet my 
young and beautiful cousin; but while going I met 
her. — You must avoid writing so late in the night, 
you are spoiling your eyes by doing it. — What did 
your sister say to you, when you were speaking with 
her in the garden to-day? — She was trying to persuade 
me to go with her to her country-seat for a month or 
two. — Did you promise her to go? — No, because I 
cannot and abhor lying. — About what did the Spaniard 
speak to you? — He spoke about his going back to 
Madrid, but I do not think he will, because he has 
here a young and beautiful bride. — I do not find her 
beautiful, but very interesting. 



69. 

Has the thief attempted escaping from the jail? 
— He attempted, but could not, the iron grates were 
too strong for him. — Why do you delay writing a letter 
to your father? — It is high time. — Will the captain's 
son soon set off for Italy? — He has renounced going 
there, he prefers going to Switzerland. — Do you pur- 

Sose taking a walk this afternoon? — Yes, having done 
inner, we purpose taking a walk through the fields. 
— What did your sister do, when you came back from 
your long journey? — She had a book in her hand, but 
left off reading immediately, when I entered, and 
came running to my arms. — Do you see the boy to 
whom my son is speaking? — Yes, I see him; who is 
he? — He is the son of an eminent member of parlia- 
ment. — What does he do? — He is speaking about his 
business. — Have you long spoken with the stock-broker? 
— No, not long, I went away after having told him 
my opinion. — Why do you jump from your seat, my 
boy? Have you already finished your task? — Not yet, 
but I am tired of writing. — Why did the school-master 
punish this boy? — He has punished him for not having 
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learned his lesson. — By dint of much reading loud, 
you can learn to speak a language. — You must, dear 
little Amelia, not always be running through the fields 
and gathering flowers instead of learning. — Playing 
and learning, every thing has its time. — He who learns 
in his youth, reposes in his old age. 

70. 

Am I right in consenting with my hrother? — Yes, 
you are right, because your brother is older than you 
and wishes nothing but your welfare. — Is it right to 
copy everything we see? — We must copy only what is 
good, but never what is bad. — Some children prefer 
copying what is bad. — Have you already paid for your 
wine? — Yes, Sir, I paid for it directly. — It shows a 
want of good manners,if you are always contradicting 
everybody. — I do not like to contradict, but I cannot 
hear anybody tell a thing that is not true. — A young 
boy must learn to hear and to be silent. — God has given 
us two ears and only one mouth, in order that we should 
make more use of the former than of the latter. — Why 
were you so long at the coffee-house? — A foreign gent- 
leman told a highly interesting story. — Can you spare 
me a little money? — No, Sir, I have no money to spare 
for you, I have less than I want myself, having paid 
to-day my tailor's bill. — As soon as I have done supping, 
I will go to bed. — Do you not know the proverb that 
says: After dinner sleep a while, after supper walk a 
mile ! — Yes, I know this proverb, but I feel very poorly 
to-day. — Come to me, I have to say to you something 
of the utmost importance. — Can you not tell it me now? 
— No, it is impossible, there are too many witnesses 
here, and what I have to tell you is for you alone. 

No (more) talking now, it is just time to begin the 
lesson I — Why have you asked to supper this man whom 
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everybody knows to be a liar. — I could not help invit- 
ing him, he being with my brother, whose friend he is. 
— Why does the Russian avoid seeing the Englishman? 
— He does not like him ever since the last war. — Will 
you let me know, when you will set off for Munich? 
— I shall not set off without letting you know. — I am 
glad I see you in good health, I thought you were 
obliged to keep your bed. — My neighbour, the phy- 
sician, told me you were ill. — No, I was not ill, I 
was only a little indisposed. — Do you not think that 
this young lady is very like her sister, who is now 
at Paris? — Oh yes, the likeness is striking. — Why 
have you struck your dog? — I struck it, because it 
does not obey me. — By contradicting we sometimes 
find the truth. — Have you understood what this young 
man said to you? — I could not understand him, he 
speaks English so badly. — Do I owe you anything? 
— No, you owe me nothing, you paid me everything 
you owed me. — I think you have sold your horse. — 
Why do you think so? — Because I have not seen 
your horse for a long time. — No, Sir, I have not sold 
it, but it is not quite well. 

72. 

Have you seen the new saddle-horse that my 
father has bought me? — No, Sir, if you please, show 
it me. — Have you bought the dressing-table that we 
saw together at the joiner's? — Yes, Sir, he brought it 
to my house yesterday. — Is it a good thing to beat 
his little brother? — No, it is a very bad thing. — You 
never must beat those who are more feeble than you. 
— Did you ever see such a thing? — No, it is the first 
time I ever saw such a thing. — Can I rely upon your 
word? — Yes, Sir, you can rely upon it. — Why did 
you not pay your shoemaker yesterday? He is a poor 
man, and you must pay him. — I had no money, there- 
fore I said he might wait for a week or two. — Why 

CLEF ANGLAISE. * 
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did you not say to me, that you wanted some money ? 
I had some money to spare, I should have given it 
you. — Of what do you complain? — I do not complain, 
but I am sorry that you did not say to me that you 
intended to go into the country; I have some busi- 
ness there, and should have been glad to go with 
you. — You must punctually pay all that you owe; it is 
no shame to owe anything, but it is a shame not to 
pay what you owe. — Does your sister sleep in her 
own sleeping-room? — Of course she does. — Do you 
know already that the old Italian master is dead? ■ — 
Is it long since he died? — No, not long, only some 
weeks ago. 



73. 



Why did you not come to me this morning, as 
you promised ? — I was compelled to remain at home 
all the morning, having some business to finish for 
my father. — I am very sorry not to have seen you. — 
When will you come? — I shall come to-night, if you 
will be at home. — Of course I shall be at home, I am 
always very glad to see you. — Why do you not play a 
game at chess with my sister, she is very fond of 
chess. — I should be very glad to play with your amiable 
sister, but she is an excellent player, and I a very in- 
different one; it would be therefore very tedious for 
her to play with me. I prefer to sit at her side and 
see how she plays, instead of playing myself, and hope 
you may find somebody who plays better than I, to 
play with her. — Will you keep your promise and come 
to my aunt's to-day? — I fear it will be impossible for 
me to come and spend this evening at your aunt's in 
your amiable company, I must reserve this pleasure 
for another time. — How long did this tedious man 
remain with you? — He remained with me for more 
than an hour. — Has not Mrs. Adams very nice children? 
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— Yes, they are as nice as amiable. — Who is that old 
man standing there at the corner? — Do you not know 
him? He is the minister's most intimate friend. 

74. 

Do you not pity me? — For what should I pity you? 
— For being so often obliged to borrow money. — If you 
did not spend so often your money for things that you 
do not want, you not only would not want to borrow 
money, but have a great deal to spare. — You think so, 
, but you are mistaken, for my father gives me but a 
very small allowance. — Have you any objection to your 
son's going with me (a) bunting? — I have but one 
objection, my son's not having a fowling-gun. — This 
objection is none, because I shall give him my own 
fowling-gun. — Well, if you give it him, he may go. — 
I thank you, Sir, and I shall take the greatest care 
of him. — Can you not tell me, what the joiner will say 
to his journeyman? — I cannot tell. — Have you often 
been at the concerts during this winter? — I have been 
at most three or four times. — Can we do business to- 
gether? — Of course we shall do business together, if 
you can sell as cheap as I must buy. — Nobody, Sir, sells 
cheaper than I, because I have all my goods from the 
first hands. — When will you be at my warehouse? — I 
shall be there before half past ten. — You must come 
sooner to have time to make your choice. — Politeness 
and complaisance are the best means to get through 
the world. — Do you love your sister? — Yes, Sir, I love 
my sisters and my brothers too. — Are you fond of 
your dog? — Yes, I am very fond of it. — Have jouS 
finished the books that I sent to you? — No, Sir, 
not yet. 

75. 

How many pair of stockings do you want? — I 
want one or two dozen pair. — How many gloves do 

4* 
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you buy for your children ? — I buy them a pair each. 
— Does this wine please you as well as that? — No, 
that wine pleases me much better. — How much money 
have you left?— I cannot tell you, because I have not 
counted it. — Cannot your son remain all the evening 
with my little ones ? — He cannot remain any longer 
than L — Does your sister learn already Italian? — She 
has learned it almost a year. — Has the teacher praised 
your son to-day ? — He has praised him to-day and also 
yesterday. — Who praises this little lazy boy ? — Nobody 
praises him, he praises himself. — How does he behave 
in school? — In school he behaves very badly. — Are 
these young ladies polite? — Yes, they are as beautiful 
as polite. — Are the workmen, to whom the builder 
speaks, clever ? — They are very clever, they are the 
most clever workmen in our town. — For whom does 
this Frenchwoman buy this glass? — She buys it for 
herself. — Does anybody cut any bread and cheese for 
your children? — My servant cuts some, and he cuts 
for them some slices of cold mutton too. — Does your 
pen-knife cut well? — Yes, it cuts very well. — Why do 
you not send me my English book back? — lou must 
have forgotten it, because I sent you your English 
book back a sennight ago. — Who sells the best writ- 
ing-pens? — The merchant in the (little) shop at the 
corner of the street sells the very best. — Is this ox 
fatter than that? — No, one is as fat as the other, but 
the ox that the butcher leads by a rope, is the fattest 
on the market. 



76. 

Where is the child? — It is now above stairs and 
being dressed. — Ought not the good children to be re- 
warded? — Yes, the good ones should be rewarded 
and the bad ones punished. — Who is this man who 
is shunned by every one? — He is not only shunned, 
but also hated by every one. — Why is he shunned 
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and hated? — He is a lawyer, who has ruined a great 
many honest people. — Have you been invited to the 
ambassador's ball ? — Yes, I have been invited by his 
own secretary. — Who is this little girl whom you see 
there in the garden? — She is my neighbour's daughter. 
She is a very nice and amiable girl, that is liked by 
every one. — Are these children loved by their parents? 
— They are loved not only by their parents, but by 
every one who knows them. — When ought these Eng- 
lish letters to be written? — They ought to be written by 
seven o'clock this afternoon. — When ought these wor- 
sted stockings to be knit? — They ought to be knit 
this week or next. — Are they wanted? — Yes, they are 
wanted. — Do you now see that you were mistaken ? — 
No, I do not see it, I believe you are mistaken your- 
self. — For whom do you take this gentleman? — I take 
liim for a merchant or a stock-broker. — You are mis- 
taken; he is a most eminent physician. — Is the young 
German very much liked? — Yes, he is liked by every 
one that knows him. — He is known to be one of the 
most amiable {pu nicest) young men. 

77. 

Has anybody been sent to my tailor's? — Your 
servant has been sent there. — What does the tailor say? 
— He says, the coat will be ready in the afternoon. — 
Have you hurt yourself in falling? — Yes, I have sprain- 
ed my elbow, and hurt my shoulder. — Which shoul- 
der have you hurt? — My left shoulder. — You must 
take care another time; my brother broke his leg last 
week in jumping over a hedge. — Why is your sister 
so cross? — She is cross, because she has the tooth- 
ache very badly. — Does your father still keep his 
bed? — Yes, he is very ill indeed. — I am sorry to hear 
it. — What is the matter with him? — He had but a 
slight catarrh; the physician had ordered him to keep 
his room and to take care of himself. — Instead of 
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obeying the physician, he was so imprudent as to go 
to 'change by a very violent rain; ever since he has 
the fever and must keep not only his room, but also 
his bed.— We must take care of our health, for health 
i| (worth) more than riches. 

78. 

Are you very subject to head-ache? — Yes, I suffer 
very mudi with head-ache. — Is your cold any better? 
— Not yet; I have a very violent catarrh. — Where 
did you get your cold ? — I cannot tell you for sure, 
I must have got it on going to the theatre the night 
before last. — It was wet weather, and not having my 
great-coat with me, I felt very cold. — Why do you 
not take care ? — Why has not your son been at school 
these two days? — He has a sore eye, and the physician 
has ordered him to keep his bed. — Is your mother at 
home? — Yes, she is mostly at home, she is always 
ailing. — Has she been ailing long? — Ever since the 
death of my father. — Why does your maid-servant 
not do her work? — She cannot, because she has a 
sore finger. — Have you heard the sad news I have re- 
ceived from the countrv? — No, what is it? — The young 
and amiable son of the baronet, our neighbour, to 
whom the oldest and most beautiful castle in our 
county belongs, fell from his horse, in leaping over 
a hedge, and broke his neck. — Will you go to take a 
walk with us? — No, Sir, I cannot go, my feet are 
quite sore. — How does your cousin do? — He is rather 
unwell. — What sort of books are these? — These are 
French books. — When were you at Constantinople? — 
I was at Constantinople a year ago (ou last year). — 
Does Mr. W. print all your books? — Yes, Sir, he 
prints them all 

79. 

Is your neighbour's castle as large as his brother, 
the baronet's? — It is neither as large nor as beautiful, 
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the baronet's castle is the most beautiful castle in this 
county. — Where is this castle situated ? — It is situated 
on the banks of the Rhine. — Is this young man a re- 
lation of your brother ? — He is neither friend nor cou- 
sin nor any relation to my brother, my brother does 
not know him at all. — Has anybody been sent to my 
bootmaker's ? — Nobody has been sent there, because 
your bootmaker will come himself. — Would you show 
me the watch that you bought yesterday at the 
watchmaker's? — I would, if I had it with me, but I 
have it not with me, having left it at home. — I be- 
lieve you have mistaken me for somebody else. — Yes, 
Sir, you are right, I mistook you for your cousin. — 
Why were these children punished? — They were 
punished, because they were disobedient to their 
schoolmaster. — Was their schoolmaster right to punish 
them ? — Yes, he was right. — Shall we take a walk be- 
fore going to dinner? — I must work before taking a 
walk. — Will you punctually pay this coachmaker? — 
I owe nothing to him, having never had a coach 
made by him. — Have you anything to object to my 
reading this book? — Nothing, Sir; this book is a good 
one, and reading is much better than playing at cards, 
as your brothers do. — Who was rewarded by the ge- 
neral? — The soldier that distinguished himself in the 
battle, was rewarded by the general. 

80. 

Perseverance is a great virtue, but he who per- 
severes in his enterprises alone reaches his aim. — An 
English proverb says, that a rolling stone gathers no 
moss. — Why did you not come to me yesterday? — I 
went in the wrong street, and being shown to the right 
one, I went into the wrong house, the last but one 
on that side; having at last found the right one, I 
came too late, because vou had just left. — By whom 
is this poor man pitied? — He is pitied by every one, 
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for he was once rich, and spent all his fortune in re- 
lieving the poor and distressed. — Why have you not 
bought the dog you intended to buy? — Because I had 
not received from home the money I expected. — Why 
are these three pieces of linen not yet measured? — 
Because we ought first to count the forty-five pair of 
gloves. — Is this not a pretty gown? — Yes, Madam, a 
very pretty one. — Where aid you buy it? — At that 
merchant's there at the corner of the street. — Has he 
any more such gowns? — No, it was the last but one, 
the last was bought by the eminent lawyer's wife. — 
Does your dog follow you? — It follows me. — Whose 
dog is it? — It is my brother's. 

81.' 

When did the Italian come to Paris ? — You had 
scarcely left the room, as he entered. — Was he very 
gay? — No, he was very sad; he said that his mother 
had died a sennight ago. — Why did you break this 
crystal decanter?— I am very sorry for it, but it was 
not my fault that I broke it; I was taking it to the 
kitchen, to have it filled with water, but ray foot 
slipped and I fell on the floor. — Why did you not go 
more carefully? — I went very carefully, but there lay 
some orange peels on the floor, which I could not see, 
it being very dark in the room. — Who was the lady 
that went to the theatre with vour father yesterdav ? 

— She was my sister-in-law, my brother's young and 
amiable lady. — At whose house does she live? — She 
lives at ours. — W^hen can we expect you? — I shall be 
with you at twenty minutes past seven in order to 
take you to Vauxhall. — I regret I cannot go with you, 
having already promised to my youngest sister to take 
her to the concert. — Shut the door, Sir! — Why do you 
leave it open? — You are mistaken, Sir, the door is 
shut. — Where have you lived these last three weeks? 

— I lived most of the time at Wiesbaden. — Had you j 
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a letter from your brother? — Yes, Sir, I had a letter 
from him on the twenty-sixth of March. — From where 
did he write to you ? — His last letter was posted at 
Auteuil, but I do not believe that he lives there. — 
Who is this naughty boy? — That is the idle scholar, 
whom his teacher punished just now. — An Italian pro- 
verb says: To see Naples and to die after! — I would 
rather live than die there. 

82. 

Pray, can you tell me where your brother lives? 
— Yes, Sir, he lives in the last house but one on this 
side of the street. — Will you have a piece of bread? 
— No, Sir, I would rather have a slice of cold mutton, 
I have bread enough. — How is the weather? — It rains. 

— You must read properly, my dear boy. — Will you 
take a cup of coffee with us? — No, I thank you, I 
would rather take a cup of tea. — Do you prefer coffee 
to tea? — Yes, Sir. — Why did you praise your servant? 

— I praised him for having very well done his duty. 
— Has this man a great deal of virtue? — He has no 
virtue at all, except his having a great deal of money. 
— Do you call this a virtue? — No, Sir, not I; but for- 
tune seems to be the greatest virtue in the eyes of 
many people. — How did this yOung man escape from 
prison? — He escaped from prison by filing the grates 
of his window and jumping afterwards in a deep ditch 
full of water. — Come and sit down , I am tired with 
walking. — Pray, bring me a glass of wine! — I have no 
wine, but you are welcome to a glass of porter. — Which 
volume of this book do you read now ? — I read the fifth. 

— When were you born? — I was horn on the second 
of December one thousand eight hundred and twenty- 
one (ou eighteen hundred and twenty-one). — When was 
the famous German poet Goethe born ? — He was born 
on the twenty-eighth of August one thousand seven 
hundred (pu seventeen hundred) and forty-nine. — Your 
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cousin complains that you did not keep your word the 
night before yesterday. — Why? What have I promised 
her? — You promised to accompany her to the concert; 
she was waiting long for you, and she was obliged to 
go there alone, because you did not come. — I am very 
sorry indeed, that I could not accompany her. — Why 
could you not? — My sister, whom I expected yester- 
day morning from the continent, arrived the night be- 
fore yesterday. — How is the weather to-day ? — It rains, 
and it is very muddy out of doors. — Do you look for 
some one? — Yes, I look for my brother, whom I ex- 
pected to meet here. — Did you not meet him in the 
street? — He was here seeking you, and not finding 
you, he left us immediately. 

83. 

Have you anything good to eat, waiter? — We 
have many good things, Sir, but I do not know, what 
vou like best. — What have vou ? — We have boiled 
beef, mutton, pork, veal cutlets, roast-beef, greens and 
salad. — I like best roast-beef. — Here is your roast-beef, 
Sir; do you like greens with it? — No, Sir, bring me 
some roast potatoes. — As you please, Sir. — Will you 
have any more, Sir? — No, thank you, I have had quite 
enough. — Why do you rise so early in the morning? 

— Because I like best reading and writing then. — 
Where does your friend buy his paper and pens? — 
He buys them where they are cheapest. — Where do 
you come from? — I come from my banker's. — What 
did you do there? — I had a Hambro' bill sent to me, 
which I took to the banker's. — Did he settle this bill? 

— Yes, after having cast a glance on it, he paid me 
immediately. — What was the amount of it? — Forty-six: 
dollars. — When is the bill of exchange you gave to 
your tailor, due? — In about a fortnight. — Have you 
already the money to settle it? — No, but my father 
has promised me to send it. — Shall I write the sum 
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in full? — No, Sir, you have to write it in figures. — 
Has the merchant that stopped payment last week, 
taken up all his bills? — No, Sir, he did not meet 
them all. — What do his debts amount to? — They 
amount to more than fifteen thousand seven hundred 
dollars. — Do I owe you anything? — Yes, Sir, you still 
owe me a little balance. — What does this balance 
amount to? — It amounts to sixteen francs and some 
cents. — Has your shoemaker made these shoes, Madam? 
—No, Sir, they are Paris made. 

» 

84. 

I bring you your money, Sir; pray, give me a 
receipt. — I cannot give you a receipt in full, Sir, there 
being a small balance against you. — I thought I owed 
you no more. — What is the amount of the balance ? 
— Only a trifle; two francs und forty-nine cents. — 
Here is the money; give me now a receipt in full. — 
Have you a demand against the German baron? — I 
had, Sir, but I got it. — Is this the head of the house 
Woodstock Brothers? — Yes, Sir, by name, but in 
reality he is a mere cypher; all the business is done 
by his chiet-clerk. — Do you wear Swedish gloves? 
— No, Sir, I wear but Paris made gloves. — Will you 
go with us in our carriage to Versailles? — No, I like 
best to go there on horse-back. — Do as you please. — ■ 
Will you be pleased to pour for me another cup of 
coffee, Madam? — Will you not take a little more cream, 
Sir? — I will take a little more cream, if you please. — 
Will you see me before setting off for Constantinople^ — 
Yes, if you have nothing against my coming perhaps 
very early in the morning. — I have nothing at all 
against your coming early to me, because I always 
rise at half past five. — After having told him the news, 
I went away. — What did you tell him? — I spoke about 
ray going to Paris next week. — Is it long since you 
saw your friend the lieutenant? — I have not seen him 
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ever since my meeting him in the street. — Instead of 
coming to me, his elder brother, he waits that I go 
to him. — When will you come back from Berlin? — I 
cannot yet say anything positive respecting my re- 
turning. — Have you already seen your mother? — I am 
just going to see her. — Where is your brother? — My 
brother is in the stable speaking to his coachman. 

85. 

Why do you make so many debts? — Were I rich, 
I would not make them; but now I have scarce enough 
to live upon, and I get my money very irregularly 
from those who owe me. — Does your father not give 
you money enough? — He gives me a small annuity, and 
cannot give me more, his income being very modest. 

— He had an excellent farm near Fontenay, but it 
burnt down with all that was therein, the cattle, the 
corn, the furniture, in a word the fire destroyed all. 

— Who writes your lessons? — My eldest brother. — 
Would it not be better, if you wrote your lessons 
yourself? — I cannot write myself, having a sore finger. 
— Would this glass break, if I dropped it? — Certainly, 
it would; you must take care, it being a precious 
Bohemian glass. — Why do you not dress? — I should 
dress, if I went out; but having to write, I shall dress 
afterwards. — Would it not be better for this young 
man, if his father did not send him such a great deal 
of money? — It would be much better; having such a 
great deal of money to spend, he becomes more and 
more frivolous. — Is the next town still far off? — No, 
Sir, we shall be there in some minutes. — You can see 
it, if you look out of the window. — Did you long 
wait for me? — I waited for you for more than- an 
hour. — Have you already done dinner? — Yes, Sir, long 
since. — You eat very fast. — There is a proverb that 
says: who eats fast, works fast. — It is not true, besi- 
des proverbs lie very often. 
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86. 

Who knocks at the door? — The chimney-sweeper. 
— What does he come for? — I have sent for him, that 
he might sweep the kitchen-chimney, it being very 
smoky in my kitchen. — Pray, be seated, Sir ! — Thank 
you, Sir, I have no time, I must be off immediately. 
— Will you not take a little lunch with me? — Thank 
you, Sir, I have no appetite for anything. — Pray, take 
some oysters and a glass of Madeira. — I like best a 
glass of French wine, Madeira being too strong for me. 
— Did my horse get its food? — Yes, Sir, I have given 
it a peck of oats and some hay. — What had you to- 
day for your dinner? — We had a turtle-soup, beef, 
gherkins and pickled walnuts, a fowl with green peas, 
a roast wood-cock and lettuce and an excellent pie. — 
Why do you eat so little? — Since I have been ill, I 
have lost my appetite. — Why do you pull off your hat? 
— I pull it off, because it is too hot in this room. — 
Do you like seating? — I like seating very much, but 
I had no occasion for seating for several years, be- 
cause the winters were not cold enough, and there 
was no ice to be found. — Have you shown your new 
gold ring to your father? — Yes, 1 shewed it him, and 
he said that I had paid too much for it. — Have you 
heard anything about the ring that you have lost? — 
No, I have not yet heard anything about it. — What 
will you do with your old coat? — I cannot yet tell 
you. — Why are you so sad ? — My father slipped on 
the floor yesterday, and has sprained his shoulder. 



Do you think the Frenchman (to be) a witty man? — 
I consider him a very witty man and most pleasant 
companion. — Who is your best friend? — I have a great 
many friends, but I consider my cousin Charles my 
very best friend. — He is sincere, and never hides me 
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my faults. — I do not esteem those friends who flatter 
us. — A flatterer is often worse than an enemy. — You 
can protect yourself against an open enemy, but not 
against a flatterer, who pours his subtle and sweet 
poison in your ear. — Do you think it better to remain 
at home than to go out? — I think it better to remain 
at home, because it rains, and I think that it will soon 
hail. — Has your uncle given you any money? — Yes, 
but very little; he is too avaricious to part with his 
money. — He is not avaricious, he gives you as much 
as you want. — No, Sir, he knows that I must contract 
debts in order to live, but would rather see me in 
prison for debts than give me a few shillings more. 
— Whose boots does the bootmaker bring? — He brings 
mine, yours he had not yet got ready. — I am hungry! 

— Is breakfast ready? — Not yet, Sir, it is preparing. 

— Whose horses had you to-day at your carriage ? — 
I >had my friend, the rich Russian's horses. — Have you 
tried this hare-pie? — Yes, Sir, I tried it, and found 
it excellent. — Pray, say to your servant to take my 
letters to the post-office (ou to post my letters). — He 
has already posted them. 

88. 

Who is tin's young lady, that alights from her 
horse? — Do you not know her? — She is the amiable 
Lady Amelia Fox, the rich and noble Marquis' of Val- 
travers bride. — What weather have we to-day? — Very 
bad weather, it rains and hails very hard. — I believed 
it snowed. — No, Sir, it is now April, and snow in 
April is very rare in our climate. — The Lord's good- 
ness and bounty have no limits. — After whom did you 
inquire? — I inquired after my children's teacher. — 
What country-man is he? — He is a native of France. 
— Where is he? — I do not know, but I have sent my 
cook for him. — Shall I also go for him? — No, thank 
you, Sir; I see him coming there. — Look, if you please, 



Digitized by Google 



— 63 — 



for my gloves, I cannot find them. — Are you become 
blind? Here they are on this table. — I did not see 
them, because I looked under the table instead of 
looking upon it. — John, go to the bookseller's and fetch 
me the books I bought there this forenoon. — Have 
you seen my brother or cousin to-day? — I have seen 
both of them. — Were you or your sister here? — Both 
of us were there. — Have you seen my horses or dogs? 
— I have seen both your horses and your dogs. — May 
I depend upon your word? — Yes, Sir, you may de- 
pend upon it, I always keep my promises. — Of what 
have you spoken with my father? — I have spoken 
with your father of your being so lazy and never 
doing what you ought to do. 

89. 

Where is my great- coat, William? — I put it by, 
Sir; shall I go and fetch it? — Yes, go, if you please, 
I want to go out, and it is too cold for going out without 
a great-coat. — Have you seen my uncle? — I saw him 
in passing, but he did not see me. — Let us have a 
merry night together! — Well! — Where shall we go? — 
Let us first go to Vauxhall and then have a good 
supper together. — Will your brother also come with 
us? — Yes, he will, but I shall send him word not to 
forget. — Are you a German, Sir? — No, I am a French- 
man, I am a native of Paris. — Is it long since you left 
Paris? — Not very long, Sir; I was at Paris eight 
months ago for the last time. — Is the young gentleman 
after whom you inquired, a countryman of yours? — 
No, Sir, he is a Russian. — Has he resided long in 
Paris? — Yes, he has resided at Paris for more than 
three years. — Does he speak French well? — Very well, 
Sir, he speaks French like a native. — Is not this mer- 
chant's shop in High-Street? — You are quite right, Sir, 
it is 27 High-Street, the house before the last. — Have 
you any money to spare for me? — No, I have no money 
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to spare for you; I have spent all my money, and am 
waiting now for the money my uncle has promised to 
send me. — How do you do? — Thank you, Sir, quite 
well! — And you also, Sir? — I cannot say so; I have a 
sore eye and the head-ache. — Have you been unwell 
long ? — No, I caught a cold the night before last, while 
returning home from a ball. — What ails your sister, 
that I have not seen her for several days? — She has 
a sore throat, and is obliged to keep her room. 

90. 

Have you done with the book I lent you ? — No, 
not yet, Sir, but I shall have done with it this after- 
noon. — Pcay, send it me then; I want it, having pro- 
mised it to my neighbour, the old sailors pretty and 
amiable daughter. — When you go to 'change, pray, tell 
me, I shall go with you. — Very well! — What did you 
pay for your horse? — Six hundred francs; but pray, 
do not tell my tutor that I have spent so much money. 
— Whv should I not tell him? — He always says that 
I am lavishing my money. — He is quite right; you 
ought to keep your money in your pocket. — Edward, 
where did you put my hat? — I have not seen your 
hat. — Have you done writing? — Not yet, Sir, I have 
still a great many letters to write. — Paul, your neigh- 
bour has no more wine in his glass, challenge him to 
take a glass with you. — Mr. Johnson says he cannot 
take any more wine, having the head-ache. — Take a 
slice of this wild-grouse, Sir, it is juicy and very well 
roasted. — Thank you, Sir, I cannot eat any more, I 
have had quite enough. — Take then a piece of this 
raspberry-pie. — I am most obliged to you, I like no 
sweet-meats, but would thank you for a peach; those 
peaches seem to be excellent. — Yes, it is a very good 
sort of peaches, they come from my garden. — What 
sort of wine have you there? — It is Madeira and old 
Port. 
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91. 

What is this noise in the street? — Do you not 
hear that somebody cries for help? — If you please, 
open the window and see what it is. — There is a poor 
old man, whom two ruffians would bereave of his 
money. — We must go to his help. — There comes the 
policeman, and the thieves have fled. — Who is this 
gentleman that pulls off his hat? — He is the shop- 
keeper of whom you have bought to-day your Paris 
made gloves. — Do you ever hear this famous artist 
play on the violin? — No, Sir, and you do not hear 
him either, because since he became blind, he never 
takes in his hand either his violin or his violin-bow. 
— Clean your boots in the hall; you brought on your 
boots a great deal of mud from the street, and you 
dirty the floor of my parlour. — Is this singer such a 
great artist, as everybody believes? — No, Sir, he is 
far from being such a great artist. — Do me the favour 
not to interrupt me, when I speak. — I thought you 
asked me something. — Pray, do be still, I have the 
head-ache, and the noise you make, renders my head- 
ache still more violent. — Is the young lady with whom 
you spoke at the concert, amiable? — Oh yes , Sir , you 
cannot think how amiable she is ! — Keep on your hat, 
my boy, there is a strong draught of air here. — What 
did this old man ask you for? — He begged me for 
some pence (ou He begged some pence of me). — Have 
you taken off your dirty linen? — Yes, Sir, and I have 
put on clean linen. — 1 never see this man, but he 
asks me for money. 



92. 

You must be more economical and not lavish your 
money; money is sooner paid away than it can be 
gained. — Is the French physician as clever a man as 
the Englishman whom 1 saw at your aunt's? — He- is 
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much more clever, he is the cleverest physician in 
our town. — Of what do you speak? (pu About what 
are you speaking?) — We speak of your being seldom 
at home. — You must remain at home and study; but 
you are wasting your health, time and money on 
theatre, concerts and balls. — Have you written the 
letter to my sister? — Yes, and I am very glad of having 
written it, because she has answered me and written 
a very interesting letter. — Have you written the two 
letters to the Italian? — Yes, I have, and am very glad 
of it. — Why are you glad? — Because I learnt many 
a thing I did not know before. — What is your servant 
doing now? — He is sweeping the hall. — What is he 
to do afterwards? — He is to brush my clothes. — Where 
did you dirty your boots? — I took a walk, and it is 
so muddy in the streets, that it was quite impossible 
to keep one's self clean. — What do you know about 
the news whereof everybody spoke yesterday? — It was 
a lie. — Is that the book you spoke of? — It is. — Whom 
are you waiting for? — I wait for my brother, who 
promised me to come to me, and did not keep his 
word. — Is your watch lying under mine? — It is not 
lying under yours, but near it. — Will you please to 
cut off this slice of ham? — I will cut it off, if you like 
it. — Do you take off your stockings before going to 
bed? — I take them off in my bed, the floor of our 
room being very cold. — What do you wait for? — I 
wait for this lieutenant's paying me my money, — Then 
you can wait a very long time. 

93. 

What did your teacher tell you? — He told me a 
great many good things. — Repetition is the mother of 
learning and fear of the Lord the beginning of all 
wisdom. — What is the colour of your new coat? — My 
new coat is of the darkest blue. — Ail the ancients were 
pagans. — Be not proud with your inferiors and creeping 
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before your superiors. — Pray, ask your father, whether 
he will not give me my book back. — Is the prince's 
castle as elegantly furnished as the king's? — No, Sir, 
the king's castle is much more elegantly furnished. — 
Does the Scotchman often come and see you? — For- 
merly he came very often, but now he comes very 
seldom. — The last six months we have seen very little 
of him. — Does not this man owe you a great deal of 
money? — He owed me very much, but now he has 
paid me almost all he owed me. — Have you already 
seen the Red Sea? — The Black Sea I have very often 
seen, but the Red Sea never. — Are all men mortal? 
— Yes, all men are mortal, nobody has invented a 
physic against death till now. — Have you ever seen 
the Emperor Alexander ? — Yes, I have seen him verv 
often. — I saw him, when he was still almost a child. 
— How much does this gold candlestick cost you? — 
It costs me thirty-eight dollars, but it is not a gold 
one, it is a silver gilt one (ou it is of silver gilt in 
fire). — Does your watch go right ? — No, it goes almost 
half an hour too fast. — Then it goes as much too fast 
as mine goes too slow. — What sort of stones are the 
most precious? — Diamonds are the most precious 
amongst all the stones. — How much does the cloth for 
your great-coat cost you? — I bought it twenty francs 
a yard. — It seems to me to be too dear. — Yes, this 
cloth is not cheap, but it is very good; I have worn 
this great-coat for more than three years, and it seems 
almost new. — You write very badly, Sir, you must take 
more pains in writing. — I take great pains, but I cannot 
write better. — This poem has cost the famous poet great 
pains. — When did he write it? — The year before last. 

94. 

Can you walk as fast as your brother? — I could 
walk much faster, but now I go almost lame, having 
sprained my knee. — I thought you had broken your 

5* 
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leg. — No, Sir, you are mistaken, I have only sprained 
my knee, but nevertheless I have gone quite lame 
these six weeks. — Does your shoulder ache? — No, Sir, 
my shoulder aches no more, but I have now a sore 
arm. — Which arm aches? — I feel pains in both my 
arms, but my right arm aches more than my left one. 
— You must take care of your health. — Sometimes 
health is lost for ever by a slight imprudence. — Why 
did you not come to your lesson yesterday? — I had 
a sore throat, and my mother thought I had better 
keep my room. — To whom do these books belong? — 
They belong to my brother. — Why does he not put 
them by? — They are always, where they ought not to 
be; this morning I found not less than five books of 
your brother's lying there on the table; I put them 
by, but it was for the last time, I shall never do it 
again. — Why did I not see your mother yesterday? — 
She is unwell and must keep her room. — What is her 
complaint ? — She has a very violent tooth-ache. — Why 
do you beat the dog, George? it will bite you. — I 
struck him (ou it), because he barked at the poor 
blind beggar. — Is this thing worth taking so much 
pains? — No, Sir, it is not worth taking so much pains. 
— If you will not leave off drinking, you will soon be 
very ill. — Do you believe that I drink too much? — 
Then you are greatly mistaken, I drink only, because 
I am thirsty. — What do you see in this garden? — 
I see cabbage, cauliflower, asparagus, and spinage. — 
Are there also peas or beans? — -I see there neither 
peas nor beans. — Is this house old? — Do you not see 
that it is quite newly built? 

95. I 

The princess spoke very amiably with her lady in 
waiting. — To whom shall I apply, when I wish to speak 
to the king? — You should apply to the first chamberlain. 
— Is this man really as poor as he is said to be? — 
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I do not think him poor, I believe him more avaricious 
than poor. — Have you answered his letter? — Not yet, 
Sir.— What answer did he give, when he was told the 
sad news ? — He gave no answer, was silent, and wept. 
— My sister had scarcely seen her friend, when she 
came running. — She was in the garden, but was going 
to church. — Do these boots fit you ? — Yes, they fit me 
very well. — Have you received your uncle politely? — 
I received him very politely. — Will you go with us 
to take a walk? — I have done writing, and am now 
quite at your service. — Are your rooms as well fur- 
nished as mine? — Your rooms are not well furnished, 
but mine are even worse furnished. — Is the house you 
bought of the rich jew, as large as your late one? — 
My late one was larger, but this is more beautifully 
furnished. — When you have done writing, put by your 
paper, your pens and your ink. — Why do you not do 
what you should do? — I shall like to do something 
else, this work is very tiresome. 

96. 

Does your son make any progress in the English 
language? — Since he turned merchant, he makes very 
much progress; English is of the greatest use for 
every one that will be a merchant and not a shop- 
keeper. — Why do you not drink that beer? Does it 
not please you? — Not at all, it has turned sour. — 
What has become of the young scholar whom all his 
teachers praised at school V — Having turned Catholic, 
he has become a priest. — Is the cloth you bought at 
the fair of Leipzig, good ? — No, Sir, it is a very bad 
cloth, from black it is now turning brown. — Is this 
lady a milliner? — Yes, Sir, she was a governess, and 
has now turned a milliner. — Is your friend still a 
lieutenant? — No, Sir, having distinguished himself in 
the war, he became a lieutenant-colonel. — What? Is 
your bedroom large? — My bedroom is not large, it is 
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eight feet by six. — How high is the steeple of this village? 
— This village-steeple is a very high one, it is ninety 
fivj feet high. — Is it long since it was built? — No, 
Sir, it was built only the year before last. — Is this 
lady a Catholic?— No, Sir, she is a Protestant. — When 
will my coat be ready? — It will be ready on next 
Wednesday. — Will there be many people to-day at 
your house? — No, not a great many, only some gen- 
tlemen and ladies. 

97. 

Is your brother determined on going to America ? 
— No, Sir, not yet, he does not place confidence in 
the stability of peace. — Do you not remember that I 
lent you some money a week ago ? — I not only 
remember very well, but bring it here to you. — 
Thank you, shall I give you a receipt? — You lent 
me the money upon my word, without taking from 
me any paper; I should therefore be very wrong, if I 
asked any receipt from you. — I must really beg your 
pardon, that I did not give it back to you sooner, but 
the money I expected from my father, arrived only 
this morning. — How did you get it? — I got it by a 
Paris bill. — Were you at Miss Barbauld's dancing- 
party yesterday? — You are mistaken, Miss Barbauld's 
dancing-party was not yesterday, but the night before 
yesterday. — When do you come home from your 
counting - house ? — Usually I come back at seven 
o'clock, but on Friday I frequently come at half past 
eight. — When have you your English lesson ? — I have 
my English lesson on Tuesday and Friday from six 
to seven; at eight I go to my aunt's, and on Saturday 
and Sunday all our family go (pas si him: goes) to 
the country. — Have you a country-seat? — Yes, Sir, we 
have a very beautiful one. — Where is it situated? — 
Near Paris at Fontenay-aux-Roses. — We scarcely let 
pass a Sunday without going there. 
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98. 

Where did this gentleman make his fortune? — He 
made his fortune in California, where he found plenty 
of gold. — Will you do me the honour to dine with 
me on Monday next? — I shall have the honour to 
come. — Who was the military man with whom you 
went arm in arm yesterday? — He is an acquaintance 
I made at the club last month. — It is not well to be 
intimate with everybody. — He was presented to me by 
an old acquaintance of my father's. — The president of 
the United States made the vow not to lay down arms, 
before slavery should be abolished in all the States of 
, the Union. — Have you made your choice, Sir? — Not 
yet, Sir, but I shall soon have made it. — Who has 
done his task? — I have done mine, but my brother 
has not done his. — You ought not to forget every thing 
one says to you. — What did I forget, Mary? — 1 asked 
you to pluck some flowers for a nosegay for me, but 
you did not. — I was in the garden to pluck them, but 
was not allowed by the gardener to do so; he says 
there are too few flowers in the garden. — Did the 
envious painter see the beautiful picture of his adver- 
sary? — He did not want to see it, saying that it was 
very badly painted and composed, and not worth the 
noise that was made about it. — Do you like better 
reading than writing? — I should like better to read 
than to write, if the latter were not so tiresome. — What 
shall I do? — Do as you like. — Can I have my coat 
made like that of my friend? — You can have it made 
as you like. — Have you received my letters from 
France? — No, Sir, I. received no letters from France, 
but I got some letters from Odessa on the Black Sea. 

99. 

Will you be able to spare me your carriage to- 
morrow? — I think so, but I cannot promise it you. — 
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Who is there leaning against the tree? — It is an idle 
boy, that does nothing but run about. — Did you not 
see a man selling ivory sticks? — No, Sir, I did not 
see him, but I saw a man selling umbrellas. — If you 
do not turn better, you will be shunned by every one. 
— Now you are liked by very few. — Are your children 
dressed, that we may take them with us? — No, Sir, 
not yet, but they are being dressed. — I think you 
mistook the man to whom vou pulled off vour hat. — 
Yes, I also think that I mistook him. — Have you told 
all your scholars that they should be here at four? 
— No, Sir, I did not say so to all, but to most of 
them. — Have you ever seen such a beautiful horse? 
— No, Sir, I never before saw such a beautiful horse ' 
as the horse that your brother has bought. — When will 
you have done copying the letters? — I do not know, 
but I shall tell you as soon as I have done. — You 
told me I should wait for you but half an hour, and 
now you keep me waiting such a long time. — You 
have not been waiting long, half an hour is not yet 
gone. — You are mistaken, Sir, it is more than half an 
hour since vou went awav. — Here is my watch, Sir. 
— Do you not see that your watch stands still? — You 
have forgotten to wind it up. 



100. 

Pray, go all along the street with me, I have lost 
my purse, and all my money was in it. — Who told you 
that Wilson Brothers have failed? — I do not know, 
who told me, but all the town speaks of it. — You 
surprise me, I never thought that such a rich house 
could fail. — It is not a rare case that rich houses fail. 
— Please to shut the window-shutters, the sun will spoil 
all the furniture. — How many senses has a man? — He 
has five senses : hearing, smell, taste, sight and feeling. 
— What season of the year is the coldest? — Winter is 
the coldest season of the year. — Sardinia was once very 
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fruitful; it was named the granary of Rome. — Do you 
understand , Sir, what I read ? — No, Sir, you read too 
fast. — Do you often see your farmer? — Formerly he 
came very often to our house, but these three months 
we have seen verv little of him. — Do you owe anything 
to your tailor? — Yes, Sir, there is still a little balance 
against me. — I do not like the frequent visits of this 
man, he never comes to me, but he asks money of me. 
— That is a rare example of impudence. — Will you give 
me an answer? — I have been waiting a long time for 
one! — What shall I say to you? — You know already 
what I am to tell you. — Are my boots ready? — Not 
yet, but they are nearly ready. — When will you send 
me them? — I shall send them to you this afternoon or 
to-morrow morning. — Can you write as fast as your 
"brother? — I can write faster, but I cannot read so fast. 
— Why do you not read so fast? — Because I stutter. 

101. 

Have you got the Paris bill? — Not yet, Sir, but 
I expect it every moment — Are you hungry, Sir? — 
No, Sir, I am thirsty, very thirsty. — I walked some 
time, and the dust has quite dried my throat. — Which 
horse runs the fastest, mine, yours or your father's? 
— My father's horse runs fast, but yours runs the fast- 
est. — Does this dog bite? — No, Sir, he (ou it) only 
bites, when he is beaten. — Who beats him? — He is 
often beaten by my neighbour, the locksmith's naughty 
boys. — In which book have you read it ? — I have not 
read it in a book, but in the newspapers you lent me 
last Saturday.— Is your friend a native of Petersburgh? 
— You are mistaken, Sir, he is not a Russian, but a 
Frenchman, and was born at Paris.— How much does 
this penknife cost? — J do not know, it was given to 
me by my uncle. — Are you often at your uncle's? — 
Yes, Sir, very often, I am at his house almost three 
times a week. — Is this thing worth speaking of?— No, 
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Sir, it is not worth speaking of. — Where is my blotting- 
paper? — Do you not see it, it is in your copy-book. 
— Why have you sent back the veal? — I sent it back, 
because it was spoiled. — Where is the chair my sister 
was sitting upon? — It stands near the table you were 
just leaning against. — Does your nephew know English? 
— He understands English, but does not yet read it. 
— Why did you not take this ducat? — I weighed it, 
but being short-weight, I gave it back. — Will you 
show me the silver goblet you have bought? — I shall 
show it you directly. 

» 

102. 

What are you drawing now? — I am copying a 
beautiful view of Vienna. — How many times aid you 
copy this poem? — I copied it three times, once for 
myself, once for my sister and once for my cousin. — 
Will you see your aunt, before she sets off? — I do 
not know. — Is this a wrought or cast iron grate? — It 
is a cast iron one, otherwise it would cost ten times 
more than it costs. — What does this man live upon? 
— He does no business, I think. — No, Sir, it is a 
mystery what he lives upon. — How much has he a 
year ? — He has not much, but he makes a great many 
debts. — People say he owes more than twenty thousand 

Sounds. — Do you read any books more than once? — 
f they please me very much, I read them three or 
four times; one cannot read good books too often. — 
Do you often see your sister? — Now I do not see 
her so often as I used to see her formerly. — Why do 
you not see her so often now? — Because she lives 
farther off than she used to do. — What is the price of 
your cigars? — I pay for them eighty-six francs a 
thousand. — What do you want, gentlemen? — Have 
you fine linen for shirts, Sir? — I have very fine (pu, 
good) linen, gentlemen; pray, wait a little, I shall 
show you fine linen directly. 
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103. 

Have you sold your wine, Sir? — Yes, Sir, I have 
sold it. — How much have you got for it? — I s6ld one 
sort seventeen francs a dozen, and another sort twenty- 
three. — How many bottles had you of each sort? — 
Of one sort I had a hundred and fifty-three bottles, 
and of the other three hundred and sixty-six. — Who 
has broken the glass? — I broke it while pouring in 
it* some hot water. — Give me a slice of beef. — I have 
no beef, but I shall give you a slice of veal. — Will 
you come to-morrow to see me? — I am sorry I cannot. 
— Why can you not come? — I am about setting off 
for Berlin to-day. — Did you travel on the Rhine? — 
Yes, Sir, I travelled from Mayence to Cologne. — Did 
ou travel by the steam-boat or by the railway? — 
prefer travelling by steam-boat, one can better see 
the magnificent banks of the Rhine. — How much does 
this journeyman earn a week ? — Sometimes more, 
sometimes less; he usually earns about eighteen or 
twenty francs a week. — How far did you accompany 
your sister? — I accompanied her as far as Cologne. — 
Have you been learning painting long? — Not, long, I 
have only learned painting these three or four weeks. 
— Have you begun your lesson? — No, Sir, I have 
not yet begun it. — Will you allow me to ask you a 
question? — You ask too many questions that have 
not common sense; you ought to think before you 
speak. — How many times had you copied your letter ? 
— I had copied it but once. — Have you more French 
than English lessons? — I have three lessons of each 
a week. — Wealth ought never to make a man proud, 
because wealth is often sooner lost than it was got. 

104. 

What is this man proud of? — He is proud of his 
riches. — Is there anything new this afternoon? — I do 
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not know anything new except that the Russian who 
owed me some money such a long time, has paid me 
at last. — Is there nothing left in this bottle ? — No, Sir, 
there is not a drop left. — Are there many scholars in 
this school ? — Yes, Sir, there are a very great many. — 
About what did you speak with your two pretty cousins? 
— I spoke with them about my soon leaving them. — 
Where do you intend to go? — I am setting off for 
Constantinople in two or three days. — Can there be 
anything better than a good mother? — No, certainly, 
there cannot be anything better. — Did you speak about 
me, when I went past? — I should tell a lie, if I said, 
that we did not speak about you. — Had you a good 
dinner at your uncle's yesterday? — Yes, we had an 
excellent dinner and capital wine. — Would you please 
to tell me, if anybody could teach me Russian? — 
We have very good teachers here, and there must 
be also a Russian one; but I cannot tell you where 
you can find himj if you will wait till to-morrow, I 
shall tell you, for I intend to ask a friend of mine, 
who has learned Russian for some time. — Why have 
I not seen your father these last few days? — He has 
a sore throat and is obliged to keep his room. — Have 
you an elegantly furnished room? — I have a very 
elegantly furnished room. 

105. 

By what do these poor people gain their liveli- 
hood? — They gain their livelihood by working. — By 
what did this rich jew gain his livelihood? — He gained 
his livelihood by gaming. — By what did the late king 
gain his livelihood while in exile? — He gained his 
livelihood by giving lessons of mathematics. — Who is 
there? — Your step -son is there waiting for you. — 
Has your step -daughter improved in English? — She 
has not very much improved; she is very lazy, and 
prefers running about through the fields to learning 



Digitized by Googl 



77 — 



her lessons. — Have you corrected her lessons ? — I shall 
correct them, when she will bring me them. — Your 
lessons must be learnt well, that you may not make 
so many faults in speaking. — Why is this little girl 
crying? — She is crying, because her tooth hurts her 
very much. — Did you ever see such a man? — No, I 
never did. — How did you pass your time yesterday? — 
In the morning we were in the country till half past 
one, then we came to town and took a walk; after- 
wards we dined at our uncle's, and in the evening we 
went to the theatre. — Had you a box ? — No, Sir, there 
was no box to be had, and we were obliged to go to 
the pit. — Did the actors perform well? — But very in- 
differently; the comic actor was the worst actor I ever 
saw. — "Was your little daughter Mary at school yester- 
day? — Yes, she was. — What did her instructress say 
to her? — She said that idleness was the root (ou source) 
of every evil, and fear of the Lord the beginning of 
wisdom. — Nobody ought to be idle, and everybody 
should take an example from nature. — Nature is never 
at rest. — To-morrow, to-morrow, not to-day, idle people 
always say. — The time comes but too soon, when we 
are sorry that we made no better use of our time. — 
There is no greater pleasure for a man than to be 
able to say to himself before going to bed : „This day 
I have done my duty." — How much do you spend a 
year? — I spend two or three thousand francs a year. 
— Do you gain such a deal of money ? — I gain more 
than two thousand francs a year by giving lessons, 
and my father allows me fifty francs a month. 

106. 

Which piece was performed at Drurylane last 
night? — Hamlet by Shakespeare. — Who performed the 
part of Hamlet? — Mr. Kean did. — Did he perform his 
part well? — He performed very well, being an eminent 
actor. — Is he not a son of the famous Kean? — You 
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are right, Sir, he is. — How did the other actors and 
actresses perform? — They all performed their parts 
very well. — Did you remain long at the theatre? — 
We could not remain till the end of the tragedy, and 
left the theatre before the curtain dropped, having 

?romised a friend of ours to sup with him. — Shall 
supply you with a slice of this cold mutton? It is 
tender and juicy. — Thank you, Sir, I am already 
supplied. — Have you already supplied the place of 
your clerk? — Yes, Sir, I have found an excellent 
young man who supplies his place very well. — Can 
your son supply your place, when you are on your 
journeys? — Yes, he is accustomed to business, and 
supplies my place very well. — Can you supply me 
with my new clothes by next Saturday? — No, Sir, 
it is impossible for me to supply you with them, 
being obliged to go for some days to the country. — 
Cannot your journeyman supply your place? — No, 
Sir, he cannot. — Can you supply me with some francs? 
— I dare say I can, if you promise to give me my 
money back in a fortnight, for I have a bill to meet 
then. — Does this pattern please you ? — Yes, it is the 
most beautiful pattern I ever have seen. — Which do 
you prefer, going to-night to the concert and to-mor- 
row to Versailles, or going to Versailles to-night and 
remaining there till the day after to-morrow? — -I would 
go there to-morrow, but I dare say my sister prefers 
going there this afternoon. — I dare say she is right, 
the weather being very beautiful, and there is time 
enough to go to concerts during the winter. 

107. 

Do you speak English? — Not yet, Sir, I am but 
learning English. — Did you thank your uncle for lend- 
ing you his horse? — Yes, Sir, I did, and should have 
done so earlier but for having been obliged to go 
away for some days. — Is it you or your brother who 
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goes to 'change to-day? — I do, my brother being ill. 
— Where does your uncle live? — He lives 27 Oxford- 
Street. — How do you do to-day? — Thank you, Sir, I 
am better than I was yesterday. — Is not your brother 
any better? — Oh yes, he is much better than he was 
last week. — Can a young man live upon fifteen francs 
a week at Paris? — He can, if he is economical. — 
How often do you get your Paris letters ? — I get them 
twice a week, every Tuesday and Friday. — Please to 
give me some patterns of this velvet. — I am sorry, I 
cannot, having hardly enough for a cloak. — Have you 
shaved yourself to-day? — Yes, Sir, I shave myself 
every morning. — Have you no barber? — No, I prefer 
shaving myself. — Where do you intend going this 
morning? — I am hastening to the railway, intending to 
go to Frankfort and making a tour on the Rhine. — 
How does your brother get his livelihood? — He gets 
his livelihood by writing for the newspapers. — The 
famous Valentine Duval, librarian to the emperor 
Francis the First, used to answer: „I do not know!" 
to the questions that were made to him. „But, Sir, 
you are paid that you may know," said once a courtier 
to him. „Yes, I am paid by the Emperor, but for 
what I know," answered the modest learned man; „if 
he would pay me for what I do not know, all the 
riches of his empire would not be sufficient." 

108. 

Have you seen the beautiful shawl woven by a 
blind man? — Yes, I saw it at the exhibition. It was 
a most beautiful niece with a great many colours in 
it, and very beautifully done. — There were five greens, 
two blues, three greys, a light-brown and two dark- 
browns and six or seven shades of red. — Is it not 
astonishing that a blind man can do such a thing? 
— Many a blind man has distinguished himself; the 
senses of touch and of hearing are more acute with 
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the blind than with those that can see. — Why do you 
speak so loud? — I speak so loud, because the man 
to whom I speak, is deaf. — Who is this boy that 
speaks by signs? — He is a poor boy that was born 
• deaf and dumb. — Can he hear, when one speaks loud 
to him? — No, as he was born deaf and dumb, it 
would be of no use to speak loud to him. — A person 
born deaf and dumb may learn to understand, even 
to speak, but never to hear. — He cannot speak as you 
and I speak; there are but a few words he can pro- 
nounce by imitating the movement of the lips and 
tongue of those who can speak, and so he produces 
some sounds. — But the unhappy man can neither hear 
himself nor those that speak to him, and therefore 
what he says is monotonous and without modulations. 
— The deaf and dumb speak mostly by means of their 
fingers. — A blind man meeting once a lame one, pro- 
posed to him to bear him on his shoulders. „My legs," 
said he, „will bear you, and your eyes will see for me." 
— Can the blind man look about? — No, Sir, he cannot. 
— Why did this young man come to you thrice this 
morning? — He is at a loss to find somebody who 
would lend him about a hundred francs, having pro- 
mised his tailor to pay his bill and not having received 
any money from home.— His father had promised him 
to be here last night, and now he writes to him, that 
he cannot come before next week. — Well, tell him 
that I shall let him have the money, if he promises 
to give it back to me, when his father arrives. — You 
will oblige him very much, he is an excellent young 
man, and will keep his word. 

109. 

Can your physician afford to pay for the beau- 
tiful horse he has bought at the horse-dealer's? — To 
be sure he can, bein^ very rich. — How did he become 
so rich? People say his parents were very poor country- 
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people? — So they were, but he was very assiduous 
in his youth , did not stroll about as so many young 
men do, was always at home or at his lessons, and so 
he became a most famous physician. — Will you be kind 
enough to give me a little slice of this cold roast beef? 
— Take care not to spill this red wine; you would spoil 
the table-cloth. — Sir ? — I say that you should take care 
not to spill your red wine ; drink it rather, and I shall 
pour you out some old Hock, I got from your friend, 
the German wine dealer, that was here last month. — 
Why did you laugh at this poor man's old coat? — 
• He cannot afford to buy a new one. — You should 
never laugh at those that are poorer than you; not 
riches adorn man, but virtue. — You should not put ail 
your confidence in this man. — Why? Has he already 
deceived anybody? — Yes, he deceived a great many 
poor merchants that trusted him, and cheated them 
of all their goods. — Ought we to laugh at those who 
speak badly V — No, you ought not; on the contrary, 
if they make blunders, you ought to correct them. — Is 
vour brother already returned from his journey? — 
ftot yet, Sir, but he will return in a week or two. — 
Has he done with his business? — Not yet, Sir; he 
writes to me, that he will not have done before Mon- 
day next. — You are very sad; have you lost anything? 
— Yes, Sir, I have lost something that is very pre- 
cious, yea, more precious than gold and diamonds. — 
Pray, what is it? — My time: that old Spaniard you 
see there crossing the court-yard, was here for more 
than an hour speaking nothing but nonsense. 

110. 

■ 

What is the name of this gentleman ? — His name 
is Mr. Wild. — Is he an Englishman? — No, Sir, he is 
a Frenchman by birth, but his parents were English 
people, that settled in France some fifty years ago. — 
Can the blind man distinguish colours by the touch? 

CLEF ANGLAISE. 6 
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— No, Sir, he cannot. — Does this poor scholar envy 
his betters? — No, 'Sir, he is a brave young man, 
that envies nobody. — Who are those ragged men with 
dark-brown faces and bag-pipes under their arms? — 
They are poor strolling Italians, that beg because 
they have nothing to eat: they are at a loss how to 
get their livelihood. — Why! They should work. — 
There is now a crisis, and no work to be got. — Then 
give them a few shillings, that they may buy them- 
selves some bread and cheese. — Does this unhappy 
madman harm anybody? — No, Sir, he does no harm 
to anybody. — Nor is he mad, but says the truth to 
everybody, and people that do not like to hear the 
truth, call him a madman. 

A candidate petitioned Frederick the Second, 
king of Prussia, for an employment. — The king asked 
him, where he was born? — „I was born at Berlin," 
answered he. — „Begone, a said the monarch, „all the 
natives of Berlin are good for nothing. a — ^1 beg your 
Majesty's pardon," replied the candidate, „ there are 
also some good ones, and I know two." — „Who are 
those two? u asked the king. — „The first,* was the 
candidate's answer, „is your Majesty, and I am the 
second." — The king could not help laughing at this 
answer, and granted the request. 

111. 

How did vou get into this room? — I entered by 
the door. — Is it likely to rain ? — No, Sir, it is not very 
likely. — Do you see these two little girls? — How much 
they are like each other! — It is no wonder that they 
are like each other, they are a twin-pair. — How did 
my son behave at school to-day? — To-day he behaved 
very well, but yesterday he behaved but indifferently. 

— Is my hat like yours? — It is exactly like it. — Doe f 
this boy look like his father? — He looks exactly lik* 
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him. — What are you looking about for? — I am looking 
about for my brother ; he went very late from home, ana 
has not been at school, from where I am just coming. 

— Will you lend me your new horse for an hour or 
two? — How can you think that I would lend you my 
horse, when you do not know how to ride on horseback? 

— Who told you that I do not know how to ride on 
horseback? — I took lessons for more than three months 
at the best riding-master's. — Do you believe it likely 
that the Kussian will give me back the money, I lent 
him about three months ago? — It is likely you will 
never get it back again. — Are all men mortal? — All 
men are, but very few think so, they live as if life 
would never have an end. — Why do you look at this 
lady? — May I not look at her? — But she seems offended 
at your looking so steadfastly at her. — Never mind, 
ladies excuse, when one is admiring them. — Am I right 
to learn so many languages? — Yes, you are right, as 
j t ou intend to become a merchant ; the more languages 
commercial gentlemen know, the better they get through 
the world. — Who dined with you at your uncle's yester- 
dav? — There was an uncommonly witty old gentleman 
from Paris, a most agreeable companion. 



112. „ 

Have you received the samples of coffee the Dutch 
merchant sent you this morning? — Yes, Sir, I received 
them, but it is not the same sort I bought from him 
two months ago. — He seemed to take great pains to 

persuade you. Indeed, but I know my business 

myself, and see with my own eyes; words cannot 
turn bad coffee into good. — Did you hear the report 
of the gun? — It came, I think, from the garden. — 
Yes, Sir, it came from there; my servant shot off 
my fowling-gun in order to discharge it. — How many 
„ times did the enemies fire at our soldiers? — They 
: fired a great many times. — Did they kill anybody? — 

6* 
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Unhappily they killed a great many soldiers and most 
of the officers, so that a lieutenant took the command 
of the' regiment. — Why do you not fire at this hare? 
-I cannot, having a sore finger.— Is there a charge 
in your gun? — No, Sir, it is not charged. — Have you 
killed the wild boar at the first shot?— No, Sir, three 
times I missed the boar, and killed him only at my 
fourth shot. — How much money have you left? — I 
have but very little money left. — I lost all ^playing) 
at cards. — I often said to you, you should not play 
at cards. — You squander away not only your money, 
but also your time , that is far more precious than 
money, because it can never be got back. — Did you 
lose a great deal of money? — I lost more than two 
hundred francs. — I will let you have the money, if 
you promise me not to play any more. — I shall never 
play any other game but a commercial, here is my 
hand upon it. — Well, take these two hundred francs! 
— Are all men virtuous? — Very few are, but all 
would like to be thought so. 

113. 

The young prince Pico di Mirandola, when a 
child, was admired by every one for his wit; being 
once in the society of an old officer, he heard him 
observe that children who discovered so much genius 
in their early yearB, generally grew very stupid, when 
they came to maturity. — „If that is the case," said 
the prince, „you must have been very remarkable for 
your genius in your childhood." 

An Irishman on first visiting Italy exclaimed: 
„What strange people! Here every child speaks 
Italian, and nobody understands me, when I speak my 
good broad Irish. a 

An Indian planter, who had a remarkably fiery 
nose, was sleeping in his chair, when a Negro-boy, 
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who was in waiting, observed very attentively a mos- 
quito hovering over his face, and at last saw it alight 
upon his master's nose, and immediately fly off again. 
„Ah! a exclaimed the Negro, „I am glad to see you 
have burnt your feet. a 

114. 

Have you any silk thread? — 1 have; what do 
you want it for? — I want it to stitch a button to my 
coat.* — Where have you been since I saw you? — I 
have been at my friend the doctor's country-seat. — 
Have you got the wine given to you? — No, I 
could not get it given to me. — Prodigality is a sort 
of madness. — Where did you get the letters copied? 

— I copied them myself. — Will you go to take a 
walk with me? — I shall get my breakfast brought 
first. — By whom do you get the breakfast made ? — 
I get it made by my cook. — At what baker's do you 
get this nice bread ? — We get our bread brought 
from tKe baker, our next-door neighbour's. — You 
ought to be obedient to your parents, disobedience 
to his father and mother is a great vice for a son. 

■ — ■ Who is this tall gentleman who sits next to your 
uncle ? — He is a German professor, a great traveller. 

— Shall I tell you the news I learnt this morning 
from my father? — Thank you, I heard it myself, it 
is very important news. — At what bird will you 
shoot? — At that on the top of the tree? — No, at 
the other lower down. — Does vour brother shoot 
as well as his cousin? — They shoot alike, my brother 
shoots as well as my cousin. — Could you hit a bird 
llying? — I do not know, I never tried. — The traitor 
has been shot. — Did you get the old dog shot? — 
I was going to have it shot, but my sister begged of 
me not to do it. — Where is the beautiful oak that 
once stood here?— I had it felled, the lightning having 
split it. 



i 
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115. 

What is the matter with you ? — You walk quite 
lame. — I fell in going down the staircase, and sprained 
my foot. — Is your friend returned from his yourney? 

— Not yet, my friend is a great traveller, he is more 
abroad than at home. — I shall have this dog shot, he 
is mad. — No, Sir, this dog is not mad, he is old and 
feeble, and does no harm to any person. — Why does 
this little boy cry ? — He made an insolent answer to 
his teacher, and was punished for it. — Put the book 
on the shelf, it ought not to be laving on the floor. 

— How stupid this boy is! — He has been learning 
English these three months, and cannot yet read. — 
Is this horse old? — No, Sir, it is quite a young horse, 
it is not yet two years old. — Will you be quite 
ready by six o'clock? — I cannot say, having yet 
five letters to write. — Can you not have them written 
by somebody else? — No, I must write them myself. 

— How many handkerchiefs will you buy at the 
merchant's? — I want half a dozen linen, and a dozen 
silk handkerchiefs. — How many apples shall I give 
to these poor school-boys? — Give them half a hun- 
dred. — This meat it not quite cut through. — Pour 
out a glass of water for me, if you please. — There is 
no water left, we have drunk the whole decanter. — Is 
your brother able to go from here to the next village 
in half an hour? — He is quite able to do it. — Have 
you sold all your sugar? — Yes, and I sold it very 
well. — Do you go to Paris every month? — Once I 
used to do so, but now I go but rarely there. — How 
much has this young man to spend a year? — He told 
me he has two thousand six-hundred francs, but on 
the death of his uncle, who is sixty-six years old, and 
is very ill, he will have ten thousand francs (to spend) 
a year. — How much does your chief clerk get a year? 
— His salary is fifteen hundred francs a year. — What 
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do you pay your cigars a piece? — I do not buy them 
by the piece, but by the hundred. — How much do 
you pay a hundred? — I pay ten dollars a hundred. 

116. 

Diodorus, a sage famous in all Greece, came to 
the court of the king of Media. — Once the king's 
daughter said to him: „How much wisdom is in thee, 
and thou art so ugly! What precious liquor in so 
mean a vessel!" — »Tell me,* said the sage, „in what 
sort of vessels do you keep your wine? u — „In earthen 
ones, to be sure," answered she. — ,In earthen ones, 
and you are so rich !" exclaimed the sage. "Ask your 
father to put the wine in silver vessels." — She did so, 
and the wine turned to vinegar. — „Why did you induce 
my daughter to such folly? 44 asked the king. — The 
sage told him the occasion, and maintained that wisdom 
and beauty rarely dwell together in the same person. 

— „ Well," said the king, „surely there are handsome 
persons who are both learned, and wise." — n They 
would be wiser and more learned, if they were not 
handsome. A handsome person is rarely modest. He 
thinks too much of himself, and forgets learning." 

117. 

Have you seen my father? — Yes, Sir, I met him 
as I went to my tailor's. — Pray, what time is it? — It 
will strike five immediately. — Then I must be off. — 
Shall I see you to-morrow? — I hope so. — Why did 
you let your little sister walk behind you? — Because 
she could not walk fast enough to meet our French 
teacher. — What is that called in Russian? — I cannot 
tell, because I do not speak Russian. — What is that 
young man's name? — His name is Robert, but his 
friends call him Bob.— What shall we have at dinner? 

— We shall have a good soup, salt meat and greens, 
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fish, a roast hazel-hen with salad, and a sweet-meatf, 
— Where have you been since I saw you? — We 
sojourned at Ostende until the steam-boat arrived tliat 
brought us to London. — country-man having seen 
that old men used spectacles to read, went on a mar- 
ket-day to town, and having been shown to an opti- 
cian's, asked for a pair. — The optician gave him some, 
and holding a book before him asked, if the spectacles 
were good ? — s No, a said the country-man, „the specta- 
cles are not good." — The optician then put on his 
nose the best pair of spectacles he could find in his 
shop, but the country-man being still unable to read, 
the merchant said to him: ^Friend, perhapy you cannot 
read at all?" — „If I could, a said the coujitry-man, „I 
should not want your spectacles." ^ 

118. 

Will you have the fish roasted or fried? — Get 
the half roasted, and the remainder you may have 
fried. — Will you get some water boiled for me? — For 
what do you want some hot water? — I have got a cold, 
and shall take a glass of grog that I may perspire. — 
When will my turn come to shoot? — lour turn for 
shooting will come after your brother has shot. — Where 
is your cook gone? — She is gone to the butcher's to 
buy some beef. — Have you bottled the beer, John? — 
Yes, Sir, I have bottled the beer, and corked the bottles. 
— Have you a permission for shooting? — Here nobody 
wants a permission. — Has your brother caught many 
fish? — He was angling the whole afternoon, and caught 
only two or three fishes. — What sort of fish have you 
here? — We have salmons, carps, pikes and trouts. — 
Is not the name of the man we met at the theatre, 
William? — No, his name is Joseph. — Did you know 
the two gentlemen with whom you spoke German? — 
I thought I did, but I was mistaken. — It is very 
unpleasant to speak to a person, and to find afterwards 
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that we are mistaken. — Yes, Sir, that is very dis- 
agreeable, but there are so many persons that look 
like one another. — What did these gentlemen ask that 
spoke to you? — They asked me in Russian the nearest 
way to the Tuileries. — Could you understand them? — 
Yes, Sir, I could, but could not answer them in 
Russian; I answered them in French. — Did they under- 
stand French? — Yes, we understood each other very 
well. — Philip V, king of Spain, meeting once in his 
palace .a man whom he did not know, accosted him 
asking to whom he belonged. — „1 belong to myself,* 
answered the man. — j,My friend," said the king, „then 
you have $a very stupid master." 

\ 

^ 119. 

What is your name, my dear little girl? — My 
name is Elisabeth, but at home I am called Betty. — 
Is the young man that brought you the letter from 
your brother, a Frenchman or an Italian? He spoke 
to you French, but looks more like an Italian. — He is 
neither a Frenchman nor an Italian, he is a Spaniard, 
but speaks French like a native. — Is your sister al- 
ready gone to the theatre? — She is, she waited for 
you as long as she could; why do you come so late? 
— I could not get off sooner from my counting-house. 
— Judge not that you may not be judged. — There is 
a proverb, that says, that we see a mote in the eye 
of our brethren, and do not see a beam in our own 
eye. — Why do you look so melancholy? — I have rea- 
son to be melancholy, having just received very sad 
news. — My brother has been shot by a friend while 
hunting, and my sister fell down in a fit, when he was 
brought home, and is now on her death-bed. — Where 
are you going? — I am going to the river to bathe. — 
Are you not afraid to drown yourself? — No, Sir, I 
swim very well, having taken lessons at the swimming- 
school these three months. — Caligula, emperor of Rome, 
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being irritated against his astrologer, asked him once: 
„ Wretch, now tell me, what death will you die?* — 
„I shall die of the fever," answered the astrologer. — 
„Thou liest, impostor, " exclaimed the emperor, „thou 
wilt die of a violent death!" — And he ordered the 
astrologer to be seized and put to death. — But the astro- 
loger turning to the emperor said: „ Your Majesty may 
order some one to feel my pulse, and you will see that 
I have the fever." — This witty answer saved his life. 

120. 

When will your brother go on board? — He will 
go on board on the sixteenth instant. — Were you 
amused at the ball last night, Miss White? — Only so 
so, Sir. — Have you been learning English long ? — Only 
for four months. — But you speak tolerably well for so 
short a time. — You jest, Sir, I know yet very little. — 
Indeed you already speak tolerably well. — Here you 
are at last, Sir, I waited for you impatiently. — I ask 
your pardon, I could not come earlier. — When will you 
write to me? — Immediately after reaching London, I 
shall write to you. — When do you expect to reach 
London? — On the twelfth or the thirteenth instant. — 
What o'clock is it? — It is a quarter before two by my 
watch. — Your watch goes too slow, it is two o'clock 
past. — I beg your pardon, it has not yet struck two, 
my watch goes very well. — Where did you buy your 
watch? — I did not buy it, my father made me a pre- 
sent of it. — Why are you angry with your brother? 
— I am not angry with him, but I rarely go to him, 
lest I should trouble him. — Did the judges acquit the 
blood-thifsty murderer?— No, he was remanded to pri- 
son for six weeks, in order that more ample inquiries 
may be made. — Who is this man? — He is a very 
talented young man, although he is very poor. — Would 
he be sorry, if he were rich? — I do not believe that 
he would be sorry for it 
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121. 

How diligent your sister is! She is always at 
work. — One may be at work night and day, and 
nevertheless die a beggar. — How much were you 
asked for these stockings? — I was asked three francs 
a pair, and I got them ten francs a dozen. — Where 
can I get some good cloth? — Very good cloth was 
shown to me in a shop in High-Street. — When shall 
vou have done dinner? — We shall have done dinner 
by six o'clock. — Has nothing been heard yet of the 
banker's clerk that absconded last week, taking with 
him a large sum of money? — Yes, he has been arrested 
on board of an Ostende steamboat. — Will the poor 
workmen that suffered by the last fire, be assistea? — 
YeB, they will be relieved. — This man came to Lon- 
don without having a single farthing in his pocket, 
and will die a rich man. — Do not say so, we never 
know what the next moment will bring us. — Did you 
see the balloon ascend in the Champs Elyse*es last 
night? — No, Sir, I came too late to see it. — Where 
are you going? — I am looking out for other lodgings. — 
Why are you discontented with your old ones? — I am 
angry with my landlord; my old lodgings are very 
dear, and nevertheless he asks for more. — He is an 
old miser who lives like a beggar, and will die worth 
a million. — Why are you bo pale, Madam? — I have 
just had a great fright, my cook came running up- 
stairs and crying that the kitchen was on fire. 

122. 

Have you already brushed my coat? — No, Sir, 
I had not time to brush it, but I shall do it this 
moment. — May I offer you a cup of tea? — Thank 
you , I have just taken tea. — The unhappy man was 
condemned, for the laws condemn every criminal 
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whoever he he. — Where do you sup usually? — I 
usually sup at ray uncle's. — Can you not tell me 
where good lodgings are to be found {pu got ou had)? 
— There are very fine lodgings to be let next door. 

The emperor Charles the Fifth visited once a 
little town in the Pyrenees. The mayor and a depu- 
tation met him at the town-gate, and the mayor made 
a very tedious speech; he had scarcely said some 
words, when an ass — for asses are very numerous 
in this country — began to bray. The emperor turn- 
ing to the spot where the ill-bred beast stood: 
„ Gentlemen," said he, „pray speak each in your 
turn. a 

The famous Maupertuis being arrived at the 
court of Vienna, the empress Maria Theresa asked 
him, if it was true, that the queen of Sweden, whom 
he had visited at Stockholm, was the most beautiful 
woman in the world, as it was said. „Madam, a an- 
swered the gallant mathematician, „1 thought so 
yesterday/ 

You would be much happier, if you left off 
gambling. — You are mistaken in believing that I lose 
my money, I play well and win always. — Every 
gambler says so; but gambling is a great vice, for 
we lose at gambling not only our time, money and 
health, but often our honour too. 

123. ' 

Is the man to whom you bowed just now, a friend 
of yours?— Mo, Sir, I know him only by sight. — Can 
you multiply three thousand eight hundred and twenty 
one by six hundred and fifty-six? — Yes, Sir, I have 
done it. — What is the product? — It is two millions 
five hundred and six thousand five hundred and se- 
venty-six. — How much are three fifths of a hundred? 
— Three fifths of a hundred are sixty. — How much is 
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this old ruin in circumference? — It is nine hundred 
feet in circumference. — Has the cook apples enough 
for the apple-pie? — No, Sir, he wants double the 
quantity. — Have you made the acquaintance of the 
great artist? — 'No, Sir, not yet, but I shall see him 
to-morrow night at my aunt, the dowager's. — Our 
garden is two hundred and forty-two feet wide; how 
wide is yours? — Our garden is not so wide as yours, 
but it is much longer; it is more than four hundred 
and eighty feet long. — Have you, Sir, a carpet for my 
bed-room r — Yes, Sir, I have a great many carpets; 
what size must your carpet be? — I have measured the 
floor: it is nineteen feet seven by eleven feet eight 
and a quarter. — Did you see the innkeeper? — Yes, I 
saw him just now. — Did you say to him that he might 
have our dinner made? — Yes, he says that we shall 
get it by five o'clock. — How much money will you 
have left, when you have paid your tailor's bill?— We 
shall have very little left, we shall have but twenty- 
three pounds left. — Never mind, come to me, if you 
want something. — How can you trust this man with 
your secret? — He cannot ever keep anything secret. — 
I do not trust anybody with my secrets. — You must 
not hinder your brother trom sleeping, he is ill, and 
wants rest. — I do not hinder him, but you see that 
he cannot sleep, and wants to speak to me. 

■ 

124. 

How does your servant wait on you? — He waits 
on me very well, but he is very negligent, and spoils my 
furniture. — When will you go to Russia? — I shall go 
there as soon as 1 have learned to speak Russian. — 
Have you long been learning Russian? — I have been 
learning it for more than six months. — How far will 
you go with your brother? — As far as my^ father's 
ware-house. — I went with my cousin as far as the corner. 
— Did this poor man steal anything? — Yes, he stole 
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my sister's gold watch. — Have you a black hat? — I 
have a white one. — What hat has your brother? — He 
has a black and grey one. — Is your mother up-stairs? 

— She is neither up-stairs nor below-stairs ; she is 
gone out. — Where is she gone? —She is gone to church. 

— Is your chief-clerk at home?— No, Sir, he is gone 
to 'change. — How old is your brother? — He is almost 
fourteen years old. — Where did your washer-woman 
put your linen? — She put it to dry. — Do you often 
wear your new coat? — I wear it almost every day. — 
Does this little child read well? — He does not read, 
he spells only. — Why does not John come, when I 
call him? — He says that you call him every moment; 
besides, he cannot come, his English teacher having 
given him much to learn. — This man seems to be 
deaf, I will speak to him louder. — If he were deaf, it 
would be of no use to speak loud to him. — Has your 
seamstress sewn your pocket-handkerchiefs? — She has 
not yet finished them, but she says that she will 
bring them to-morrow. 

125. 

Why do you not drink this wine? — It is not 
drinkable having turned sour. — Did the weaver weave 
the stockings? — He has woven them. — How many co- 
lours are there in this pattern ? — There are two blues, 
five reds, four greens, one pink, three greys, a black 
and a white. — Why are there so few blacks and 
whites? — Black and white have no shades. — Have ycu 
been waiting for me long ? — I have been waiting for 
you these three hours. — I could not come sooner having 
had business to transact at my banker's. — What is the 
name of that man with whom you spoke in the streot 
yesterday? — His name is William, but people call him 
Will. — What is the name of your sister-in-law? — My 
sister- in-law is called Henrietta. — Who is this young 
man, that has just looked round? — He is a yourg 
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Russian, that is just arrived from St. Petersburgh. — 
I thought he was a Dutchman or a German, he looks 
bo.— He looks neither like a Dutchman nor like a Ger- 
man, he looks rather like an Irishman. — Pray, can you 
tell me the name of the street, where your tailor lives ? 
—Yes, Sir, he lives 27 High-Street.-rThe tale you tell 
me, is not true. — I assure you it is quite true, I have 
juBt heard it from my writing-master, and he never 
tells a lie. — Can you perhaps lend me fifty francs for 
a week or two ? — It is not likely that I should lend 
you anything, you never pay anybody. — Why do you 
look at that young boy? — Must I not look at him? 
He is so ridiculous. — You must never laugh at any- 
body. — Did you' eat all the cheese that was on the 
table? — No, I ate but one half. — Who eat (ou ate) 
the other half? — I do not know. 

126. 

Do you often go to Paris? — I go there every year. 
— Are you a great traveller? — Yes, I like very much 
travelling. — Does not this little boy look like his sister ? 
— Yes, he is exactly like her. — Did you convince your- 
self that your brother can do his English task? — 
No, I never shall convince myself that he did it 
alone, he is not able to do it. — Who did ever hear 
such a thing? — Nobody ever heard such a thing. — 
Do you know the proverb? — I know a great many 
proverbs, but I do not know of what proverb you 
speak. — I speak of the proverb that, what is true, seems 
often not to be so. 

Cornelia, the illustrious mother of the Gracchi, 
after the death of her husband, who left her (with) 
twelve children, devoted herself to the education of 
her children. Only three, a daughter and two sons, 
lived to years of maturity; the two sons became 
the famous tribunes Tiberius and Caius. Once a 



Campanian lady, that was very rich and fond of pomp 
and show, came to see her, and having displayed be- 
fore her her diamonds, pearls and jewels, desired 
Cornelia to do the same. Cornelia dexterously turned 
the conversation to another subject. When her sons, 
that were in the public schools, returned home, she 
said to the Campanian lady, showing them her: „ These 
are my diamonds, pearls and jewels, they are the only 
ornament I prize." 

127. 

Your room is so low; it is very disagreeable, I 
think, to live in such a low room. — I do not like it, 
but what can I do? — I must live in the midst of the 
town, and the lodgings are very rare here. — How 
many days has the year? — The year has three hun- 
dred and sixty-five or sixty-six clays. — How can you say 
sixty-five or sixty-six days? Is not the number of 
the days of every year always equal? — No, for leap- 
year has one day more than the usual year. — Is the 
number of the days of the months equal? — No, for 
seven months have thirty -one days, four months have 
thirty days, and one month has either twenty-eight or 
twenty-nine days. — Where is your father? — He is gone 
out, I suppose. — Is your brother at home? — No, he is 
gone to the Exhibition of paintings, I suppose. — Was 
the theatre filled yesterday? — ^It was overfilled; we 
could not get any place. — Please to step in. — I shall 
step in after having had my boots cleaned, they are 
very dirty. — Will you take a pinch? — Thank you, Sir, 
I take no snuff. — Your brother has a very fickle 
character. —I know that he often changes his mind. — 
Do you know this young lady that dances with the 
lieutenant of dragoons? — I have known her for a 
long time, she is a very amiable young lady and heiress 
to a large fortune. — Do you like this man? — No, I do 
not like him, for he has very coarse manners. 
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128. 

Save in your youth, and you will not want, when 
you get old. — You must do what the ant does , it 
saves its stores for the winter. — Who could have fore- 
seen such a misfortune! — The eminent painter's widow 
has lost all her fortune by the last fire. — Was she not 
insured ? — She was for more than six years , but had 
forgotten to pay for the last two quarters, and now 
the Company is not liable to pay her a single far- 
thing. — Have you seen Wagners new opera Tristan 
and Isolda ? — Yes, but I could scarcely get a place. — 
The opera was given four times, and every night the 
theatre was overfilled. — Was the opera given on four 
successive nights? — No, for no singer would be able 
to sing his part in this opera for four successive days. 
— Was the house also filled, when the last piece of 
About was given? — No, Sir, it was rather empty. — 
Where do you go to ? — I go to Kissingen ; I was told 
that the empress of Austria had just arrived, and the 
emperor of Austria had also the intention to go there. 
— When did the empress arrive at Kissingen? — This 
very day. — Did you meet the Munich lady that we 
saw lately at Wiesbaden? — No, she had promised to 
come to Schwalbach, but it seems that she altered her 
mind. — Have you seen the duck that your cook has 
bought? — Yes, it was a very fat one. — What size 
must your carpet be? — It is indifferent to me, show 
me one that is fine. 



129. 

How shall we go to the castle of the marquis? 
— The shortest way would be to go through the mea- 
dows, but I do not know, if it is permitted. — Has your 
uncle arrived from London? — I was told that he is 
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arrived, but I have not seen him these three weeks 
— Why does this child weep? — A knife was given to 
him to cut his meat, and he has cut his finger. — I 
wonder how people can give a knife to such a little 
child. — Does it rain? — Are you blind? — Why do you 
ask me ? — Because you do not see that the sun shines. 
— Did you taste this wine ? — I tasted it — How do you 
like it ? — J do not like it. — Are you sometimes punish- 
ed? — We are punished when lazy, and praised when 
assiduous. — Do you like travelling in Russia? — I do, 
because the living is good, and very good people are 
found there. — Are the ways good? — No, the ways are 
generally very bad. — When is it good travelling there? 
— It is good travelling there in winter and summer, but 
in autumn and spring it is very bad travelling there. 
— Pray, call John. — Why do you want John? — Tell 
him to take away the two pieces of cloth, the mer- 
chant has sent me. — Give me the lengths of these 
three pieces of velvet. — I have already taken them 
down for you; did you lose the paper? — No, but I 
would like you to measure them for a second time, I 
fear that you are mistaken. — No, it is just as I have 
told you. — You did not play well your last game. 
You ought to have lead from the ace, then have play- 
ed the king, and afterwards the knave; your partner 
had the queen, the nine and the ten, and your adver- 
sary five cards of the same colour. 



130. 

A man bought some cloth at a shopkeeper's, whom 
he knew by sight. — In order to get the cloth cheaper, 
he said to him : „You ask too much, you ought not to 
sell to me so dear as to another, for I am a friend of 
yours." The shopkeeper answered him: 8 We must 
gain something from our friends, because our enemies 
will never come to our shop." 
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A lady being at a butcher's, said to him, showing 
a leg of veal upon which her haiid rested : j,That veal 
is not white." — „Madam," answered the polite butcher, 
„put on your glove, the veal does not seem white, be- 
cause your hand rests upon it." — Once the famous Jo- 
nathan Swift went to call upon a nobleman. The noble- 
man having perceived him near entering, cried to his 
maid-servant so that Swift heard it: „Tell him, that I 
am not at home." The servant told it him, and Swift 
went away. — Some days afterwards the nobleman cal- 
led upon Swift. Swift opened the door himself, and 
said: „I am not at home." — „How so ?" exclaimed the 
nobleman, „you are not at home, and yet you speak 
to me!" — „You will not take my own word," answered 
Swift, „yet I took lately that of your servant." 



131. 

Who is the old man that addressed you just now? 
— Once he was a very rich man, but now he is a beg- 
gar; he has wantonly squandered away his whole pro- 
perty. — Will this poor man be spared? — Yes, he will 
be spared, if possible; but there is an old usurer, to 
whom he owes money, and that knows no mercy. — 
Has this man squandered away his fortune ? — No, he 
wasted nothing, but confided too much in others, that 
cheated him of all he had. — How does your father do? 
— He does only so so. — How long have you been learn- 
ing German ? — I have been learning it for five months. 
— Do vou speak German already ? — I speak, read and 
write, but only so so. — What do you buy in this shop? 
— I shall buy what I want, if that man has it. — You 
may think whatever you like, but I believe this old 
woman an honest woman. — What is the square mea- 
sure of a room, that is fifteen feet by thirty-five? — I 
multiply thirty-five by fifteen, and find that the room 
is five hundred and twenty-five feet square. — A hun- 
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dred and forty-nine multiplied by fifty-three is equal to 
seven thousand eight hundred and ninety-seven. — How 
much, do you think, is this bottle in circumference ? — 
I should believe it is about thirty-two inches round. — 
Then it is about ten inches in diameter, for the cir- 
cumference is nearly three times the diameter, that is, 
eight inches in diameter are about twenty-four inches 
round. — Is it true that this banker's cashier is abscon- 
ded? — He was about to abscond, but was arrested in 
time. 

132. 

But for having lost all his fortune by the late war, 
this gentleman would be the richest man in our town. 
— Am I right to say so? — I cannot but allow that you 
are perfectly right. — Pray, give me a few francs. — I 
gave you some money but yesterday, you must not waste 
your money so wantonly. — I do not waste my money, 
but this morning my tailor brought me my bill, and I 
could not but pay him, he being a poor man, and having 
waited for his money a long time. — You are right, an 
honest man ought to pay promptly; we always buy much 
cheaper for cash than if we get on credit. — How could 
you do this difficult task? — But for my brother's assis- 
tance I never could have done it. — Have your children 
a good teacher? — A very good one; there is scarcely any- 
thing that he does not know. — Why are you so sad ? — I 
have received very bad news from my uncle's, he is too 
ill to live long. — You must freely acknowledge your er- 
rors. — Did you find fine lodgings? — No, there are very 
few furnished rooms to be let here, and all I have seen 
did not please me. — Is your boarding-house far from 
here? — No, it is not far from here, it is next-door. — Are 
you pleased with your boarding-house? — Yes, Sir, an 
excellent dinner is to be got there. — Why do you stare 
at the jugglers? — Because I never saw such a spectacle. 
— Why does not your brother come down ? — Because he 
is washing himself, and is not yet dressed. 
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133. 

If you waste your money so wantonly, you will die 
a beggar. — I should like to spare, but I do not know 
how to do it — For what do you want the ribbon you 
have bought at the milliner's ? — To-day is my sister's 
birth-day, and I promised her a long time since to buy 
her a ribbon. — Is it true that peace has been conclu- 
ded? — I was told so. — Have you been shown the beau- 
tiful gold ring the jeweller has bought from the rich 
Kussian ? — He did not buy it from a Kussian, but from 
an Englishman, who brought it from the Indies. — What 
are you looking for?— ^1 am looking for my new coat 
that the tailor has brought me. — Your servant has just 
taken it away, in order to put it in the wardrobe. — 
The unhappy exiles that passed through this town, 
were supplied by the inhabitants with eatables and 
drinkables. — Pour fresh water in the decanter, this is 
not drinkable. — Why do you stare at the river? — I 
admire the patience of this old man who has been 
angling for three hours without getting a single fish. 
— You must read loud, when learning your lesson, 
otherwise you never will learn to pronounce English 
well. — In order to pronounce English well, one must 
take lessons from an Englishman born, or reside some 
months in England. — How many leaves of paper are 
there in a ream? — There are twenty-four leaves in a 
quire, and in a ream there are twenty quires; therefore 
there are four hundred and eighty leaves in a ream. 

134. 

Benjamin Franklin, when a compositor, once tra- 
velled from Philadelphia to Boston. On his journey he 
stopped at an inn, the landlord of which was as curious 
as most of his countrymen. — Franklin had scarcely sat 
down to supper, when the landlord began to torment 
him with questions. — Franklin well knowing this foible 
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of his countrymen, resolved to put an end to the ques- 
tions, that he might quietly eat his supper. — He de- 
sired therefore the landlord to call his wife, children, 
servants, in a word his whole household. — When they 
were all in the room, and eagerly listening to what he 
would say, he began with great solemnity: „My good 
friends, I desired you to be called, that you might 
know about me all I know myself: I am a compositor, 
nineteen years old, and living at Philadelphia; if you 
wish to ask me some particulars, pray do it now, and 
I will answer you; when it is done, I hope, you will 
permit me to eat quietly my supper.* 

These are the dreams of Joseph, the son of Jacob: 
„In the field, a related he, „we were binding the grain 
in sheaves ; and, lo, my sheaf arose, and stood upright, 
whilst your sheaves standing round about (mine) made 
obeisance to it. — Then I beheld in the dream the sun, 
the moon and eleven stars that adored me.* And his 
brothers answered: „How must we interpret these 
dreams? Shalt thou be some day our king, and shall 
we be thy subjects?" This excited the envy of his 
brothers, and his father kept silence. 



135. 

For what did you exchange the beautiful gold 
ring you showed me the day before yesterday? — I 
exchanged it fdr a magnificent diamond pin. — Did you 
recognise your old master? — I could hardly recognise 
him, his hair being turned quite white. — Which hat 
does your brother wear? — He wears his beautiful new 
hat. — At which inn did you stop the lasj time you 
were at Frankfort? — I stopped at the Roman Empe- 
ror. — Are you disposed to take a walk with me? — I 
will with pleasure; it is just what I want, having 
been sitting from early in the morning. — By what 
train did you arrive here? — I arrived by the express 
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rain that left Cologne at seven o'clock in the morning 
— I hope you will tell nobody, what I have said to 
you concerning my brother. — What did you say? — I 
do not remember. — Will the young Greek pay me the 
money he owes me ? — I call it in question, whether he 
will. — Did you question him concerning this business? 
— I did not, but he told me himself everything he 
knew about it. — This young man had just inherited 
from a distant relation, and for more good luck he 
won the great lot at the Leipsic lottery. — Did you see 
the meeting of the mother and son, whom she had 
long thought dead? — Yes* I saw it, it was a very 
touching scene.— When did your friend die? — He died 
just the day when we arrived to bid him a last fare- 
well. 

136. 

Have you already hired a room ? — No, not yet, I 
am still staying at the hotel of Darmstadt. — Why do 
you laugh at that poor boy ? — It is not his fault, if he 
wears torn clothes ; his parents are poor, and cannot 
afford to buy him new ones. — I did not know it, I 
thought he was a naughty boy, as there are so many. 
— Before you laughed, you ought to have inquired. — 
About what do you speak with your neighbour?— We 
speak about something concerning you. — What is it? 
— My neighbour says that you will receive one of these 
days a letter that will much rejoice you. — My sister is 
always ailing, the ler.st thing moves her. — Will you go 
with me to the coffee-house ? — Yes, but I have told you 
that I shall not remain there long, for I intend to go 
to the theatre at seven. — I shall also go there, so we 
shall not quarrel about it.— Why are you always quar- 
relling? You are never contented with what others do, 
therefore you are not liked. — This man is very touchy, 
he is offended by the least thing. — Why do you not 
go to take a walk with the other boys?— My English 
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master does not permit me; I was lazy, and did not 
do my task, therefore he punished me. — Do you like to 
travel in a steam-boat? — If it is fine weather, and the 
steam-boat goes down the river. — I believe it will rain 
to-day. — What makes you think so? — The wind is al- 
tered, and now we have west-wind, that usually brings 
rain. 



137. 

Is it better to learn* to read than to speak a 
language? -It is not worth while learning to read, if 
we do not learn to speak it.— Get out of bed; you 
have slept long enough. — How did your daughter be- 
have with her governess? — She behaved very badly, 
and has been punished for it. — Where is your mother 
staying now ? — She is staying at Ostende. — Do you 
wait for anybody? — Yes, I am waiting for my sister, 
who has promised to stay for some time with me. — 
Did you pass by the theatre? — Yes, I passed by it. — 
Did you not meet my little brother whom I have sent 
to buy me a ticket?— I question whether he will find 
a ticket, I am told that the theatre will be overfilled 
to-day.— Can you give me any paper? — I think I can, 
but 1 shall see whether I have enough myself. — Can 
you spend this evening with me?— To-day I cannot 
get off a single minute, but to-morrow I hope to be 
able to stay with you an hour or two. — What is to 
be done with this paper? — Take a quire, and give half 
a ream to your brother. — Do you believe what this 
man said to you just now? — I do not believe the half 
of what he says. 

138. 

A thief entered one day a boarding-house, and stole 
three cloaks in the hall. When leaving he met with a 
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boarder who had a fine cloak lined with silk. Seeing 
so many cloaks, the latter asked the thief where he 
had got them. — The thief answered boldly that they 
belonged to three gentlemen of the house who had 
given him them to be cleaned. „Then you must also 
clean mine, for it is very much in need of it, tf said 
the boarder; „but," he added, „I want it at three 
o'clock." — „I shall not fail to bring it back, Sir," said 
the thief, as he carried off the four cloaks which he 
has not brought back till to-day. 



139. 

Did you ever see an elephant? — I did, he is the 
largest quadruped I know. — You look very weary. — 
Yes, I am so, because we have gamed three nights 
following. — Gaming is one of the greatest vices, be- 
cause you ruin your health and lavish your fortune. — 
Why did you lend money to this swindler? — Now he 
is gone to America, and you never will get back your 
money. — Could I foresee it? — He looked like an 
honest man ; as for the rest I am very thankful to 
you for your advice. — You are quite welcome. — Do not 
confide in others, confide in yourself. — Where shall I 
put this paper? — Put it by the other. — Please to sit 
down. — I am very much obliged to you, Sir, I am not 
tired, or rather I am tired with sitting. — Who told you 
to do it?-— I did it by your orders.— Does your sister 
improve in singing? — Yes, she improves very much. 
—Who ordered to begin the battle? — The battle be- 
gan by the general's orders.— My uncle was my bene- 
factor, I was welcome to whatever he could do for me. 
—Take a slice more of this ham. — I am most obliged 
to you, I cannot eat any more; but give me, if you 
please, a glass of wine, for I am very thirsty. — Of 
what does your uncle complain? — He complains of 
your never keeping your word. — I do not remember 
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that I promised him anything. — You promised to pay 
him the money he lent you, and you have not done till 
now. — I thought my father had paid, as he promis- 
ed me. 



140. 

Do you allow me to say a word ? — You can speak 
as long as you like, I never shall believe you.— Has 
your sister already got married?— Yes, she got mar- 
ried a fortnight ago. — Whom did she marry? — She 
married the colonel of dragoons you often saw at our 
house. — Does your brother repent having done it? — 
He does not repent, he says he was right to do it. — 
Whom does this boy look like? — He looks like his 
father. — How does this gown suit my sister? — It suits 
her very well. — Who has succeeded to the duke of Wel- 
lington? — His eldest son succeeded him. — Can you 
spare this money? — I can spare it; take it, if you want 
it. — Good morning, Miss Alice. — Ah! Here you are at 
last! I was waiting for you impatiently. — You will 
excuse me, Madam, I could not come sooner. — Pray, 
sit down.— I am very much obliged to you, Madam, 
but permit me, if you please, to remain standing, I 
am tired with sitting. — How does your mother do? — 
To-day she is better than she was yesterday. — I am 
very glad of it. — What did you do last night? — W 7 e 
remained at home, and went to bed as soon as we 
had got our supper. — It is not good to go to bed im- 
mediately after supper. Do you not know the proverb 
that says: After dinner sleep a while, after supper 
walk a mile? — Did you not see that man hiding some- 
thing in his pocket, while he spoke to you? — I saw it 
very well, but pretended not to see it. — For shame! 
Why do you weep? — I am right to weep, my best 
friend fell in a duel ; his adversary aimed deliberately 
at him, and shot him dead. 
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Ul. 

How did this man get so wealthy? — Some people 
say that he got the great lot at the lottery, but that 
is not the case. — His indefatigable activity allied to a 
wise economy made him wealthy; these are indeed 
the safest means to become so.— This man is an ex- 
ample, how industry and perseverance can do all for 
a man. — Is it true, that the woman that was found in 
the river some days ago, had drowned herself? — People 
say so, but I do not believe it. — Is it true that the 
general we saw lately at Ems, is dead? — Yes, he is 
dead, and has left a young and amiable widow. — Did 
she inherit the fortune of her late husband? — Yes, he 
bequeathed to her everything he had. — Had he been 
married long? — No, he got married only six months 
ago.-Is his widow very sad?-Yes, she looks very ' ' 
sad. 

A very poor town went to considerable expense 
in feasts and illuminations on the occasion of its king's 
passing through. — The latter seemed to be disonten- 
ted with it. — „It did but what it owed,„ said the 
mayor. — „That is true," replied the king, „but it owes 
everything that it did." — A young lazy fellow being 
asked what he did in bed so long: „I think, " answer- 
ed he, „of what I shall do during the day; a thousand 
schemes cross my mind, and when I am at last deci- 
ded, it is dinner-time, and too late to begin anything." 



142. 

Did you apologize to your uncle? — Yes, he exa- 
mined the case, and found that I was not quite wrong. 
— Have you heard anything of your nephew? — No, he 
went to the Indies, and from that time we have heard 
very little of him. — I am angry with you.— Wherefore 
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are you angry, if it is a fair question? —You promised 
to see me last Sunday, and did not keep your word. — 
You may be assured I would not stay away, if I could 
come. — Did your sister enjoy herself at the theatre 
yesterday ?— She enjoyed herself very much, the piece 
that was given being uncommonly beautiful. — Suppose 
you go to-day to 'change, ask, if you please, whether 
nothing has been heard of the „City of Lyon, a cap- 
tain John Maurice. — She arrived yesterday. — Indeed! 
When did she arrive? — She arrived yesterday very late 
in the night. — Did you send the goods to Mr. Williams? 
— Yes, I sent him them. — Did you get your money? 
— I went to his counting-house myself, but he said to 
me he was in great haste, and would send me next 
Monday a Hambro' bill. — Why do you go lame? — I 
went down the stairs, and not seeing an orange peel, I 
slipped and sprained my knee. — Could you have thought 
that the business was so bad? — No, I never would 
have thought it to be so bad.— Why do you not take 
more pains ? — You should do it not only for your own 
sake, but also for the sake of your parents who are 
not rich. 

143. 

My mother wonders that you are so seldom seen 
at our house. — I would be very glad to come oftener, 
but you know yourself I am very rarely in town. — 
When will you come back from your travels ? — I do 
not know, I think to be abroad for three or four months. 
—Is it long since you saw your uncle? — I have not 
seen Jiim for more than two years, and I wonder if he 
is altered. — My cousin Frederick saw him at Berlin a 
fortnight ago, and says that he is very much im- 
proved. — Was I right in telling this man the truth? 
— Yes, you were quite right. — Why is your hair white, 
while your whiskers are still black? — Because my 
whiskers are twenty years younger than my hair. — 
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Did you take leave of jour aunt? — No, I have not 
yet taken leave of her, I shall do it to-morrow. — Have 
you known the young Pole long? — I have known him 
a long time, I made his acquaintance when at school. 
We always were together, and loved one another like 
brothers. — This man seems to have a great deal of 
money, he is always gay. — No, he is as poor as Job, 
but always gay and content. — Contentment is more 
worth than riches. — Why is the old merchant angry 
with me? —He is not angry with you, you must not 
think so; for he is not so bad as he looks. He is the 
best man in the world, and must be known to be ap- 
preciated. — I was told to-xiay that you were about to 
be married ; was I told the truth ? — Yes, you were 
told the truth, and I can hope to be in a short time 
the happiest man in the world. — Did you sell your 
two greys? — I have not yet sold them, but hope to 
sell them in a short time. 



144. 

At which hotel did you put up ? — I put up at the 
Star Hotel.— What do you think about your brother? 
— I think him to be a very amiable lad, but a little 
frivolous. — Why do you look so sad? — I have expe- 
rienced great misfortunes ; I have lost my best friend, 
and for more bad luck, the banker whom I had in- 
trusted with my whole fortune, has failed. — If I were 
to lose my fortune, I think I would kill myself. — You 
never must lose your spirits. — I know what I would 
do, if I were rich. — Well! What would you do ?— I 
would be travelling' all the year round. — Do you like 
the song of the nightingale? — Yes, I confess that the 
harmony of these little birds' singing has a great might 
over my soul. — These little birds' voices charm me 
more than the most celebrated painter's pictures. — Do 
you like intercourse with Englishmen?— An Englishman 
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is mostly very reserved with strangers; but when you 
get on a more familiar footing with them, you find the 
English very amiable, and intercourse with them very 
agreeable. 

~f~^ A father told his son, who liked to sleep very 
late in the morning, that a man who had risen very 
early, had found in the street a purse full of gold, and 
added: „Do you see, what is got by rising 
early?" — „Faith! a replied the son yawning, „if he 
who lost the purse, nad slept longer, he would not 
have lost it. a 



145. 

Did you write this bill? — No, it was not I, but 
my clerk. — Was it the man that has paid the money? 
— Yes, it was he. — Till what o'clock does your father 
remain at home? — I do not know, but I think till 
twelve o'clock. — Will vour sister have her gown dyed? 
— Yes, she will have it dyed by the dyer.— Has your 
sister her yellow gown on now? — No, she has a pink 
gown on. — For whom do you look? — I look for my 
cousin. — Do you perceive the boy that is running 
through the fields? — I see him very well, but he does 
not see me. — When did your friend come to see you? 
— As soon as he had done dinner, he came to see me. 
— Who has rung? — Nobody rang, it was a glass that 
fell from the table. — As soon as your brother had his 
new clothes, he came to show me them. — Would it not 
be better for me to leave town do-day? — It would be 
much better, if you could, but you cannot. — Why can 
I not leave town ? — Because before leaving town, you 
should get rid of the goods you have not yet sold. — 
Where is your old coachman? I do not see him. — I 
have lately discharged him. — The would-be friends are 
often our worst enemies. — Why do you not like this 
boy? — I do not like him, because he always attempts 
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to cause quarrels. — Why was this man arrested? — He 
was arrested, because his behaviour raised suspicions 
that he was the rich banker's clerk, that had abscon- 
ded taking with him all the money he could get. 



Did the rich banker fail long ago ? — No, it is not 
long ago that he failed, he lived on too large a scale 
for his income. — But everybody believed him a very 
rich man? — Yes, he was esteemed to be worth half 
a million, but when he failed he had debts for more 
than the double of his fortune. — I believe people exag- 
gerate his liabilities. — Not at all , he has even debts 
for more than the double of what he is worth. — Did 
you ever read the history of Frederick II ? — I have 
read it very often. — Do you like his character? — No, 
not at all. — Who was the young gentleman I saw with 
your sister yesterday? — He is a lieutenant of the hulans 
m the Austrian army. — Have you given the flower- 
seeds to your gardener? — Yes, Sir, I have, and he has 
sown them already. — Will you go with your sister to 
the ball to-morrow? — We cannot both go, either I or 
my sister must remain at home, our mother being in- 
disposed and obliged to keep her bed. — Do the car- 
riage and the horses that brought you to London, be- 
long to you? — Neither the carriage nor the horses be- 
long to me, I hired them from my neighbour, the host 
of the Blue Star. — How do you like the candlestick 
and snuffers I bought at the fair? — I like them very 
much. 



147. 

John! — Sir? — Bring me some paper, pens, and 
ink. — Directly, Sir. — Wait for a moment! Bring me 
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also some sand or blotting-paper, my signet, sealing- 
wax and a wax-light. — Then go, and take this letter 
to my sister's, and be back again by three to take my 
other letters to the post-office (ou to post my other 
letters). — A lady being asked where her husband was, 
that lay concealed for having been deeply concerned 
in a conspiration, answered boldly that she had hidden 
him. — That confession having caused her to.be taken 
before the king, he told her that nothing could save 
her from the torture but her discovering, where her 
husband was concealed. — ^Will that do?" she an- 
swered. — „Yes," said the king, n take my word upon 
it." — „Then take a dagger and pierce my heart through; 
I have concealed him in my heart, and there you will 
find him. Which surprising answer saved the life of 
her husband. 

The inhabitants of a little town of the Palatinate 
offered to the marshal of Turenne a hundred thousand 
dollars, if he would not march with his army through 
their town. He answered them: „As your town is not 
on the way I intend to march, I cannot accept your 
offer." 



148. 

Do you see my uncle's garden behind yonder 
river?— I see it.— Will you go there?— Yes, but be- 
fore coming to the garden we must cross the river. — 
Shall we cross it in a boat? — No, there is not far 
from here a bridge over which we shall go. — Are the 
apple-trees in blossom already? — I saw some in blos- 
som already. — Is not the gentleman to whom you 
spoke on'ehange, the same that married a fortnight ago 
beautiful Miss Holloway? — No, he is a friend of her 
husband. — Who has been in this room with dirty shoes? 
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— William; he never wipes his shoes, when he enters 
a room ; at school we call him dirty little Bill. — Some- 
body once made the remark, that an Englishman was 
never so happy as when miserable, a Scotchman 
never at home but when abroad, an Irishman never 
at peace but when fighting. — Can you name the largest 
river of Europe? — Yes, it is the Wolga; it rises in 
the centre of Russia, and falls into the Caspian Sea; 
its length is about five hundred German miles. — Tell 
me which is the largest sea in Europe? — The largest 
seas are the Mediterranean in the South, the Baltic 
in the North, and the two largest lakes are in Russia; 
they are lake Ladoga and the Caspian Sea, that is 
properly a lake and not a sea. — Which is the highest 
mountain in Europe? — Mount Blanc that belongs to 
the Alpine Chain. — Tell me the names of the three 
largest rivers in France. — The Rhone, the Seine and 
the Loire. 

149. 

Which are the most mountainous countries of 
Europe? — Switzerland, Norway, Spain, Turkey and 
Greece. — Are the Swiss great travellers ?—- Yes, they 
like to travel, but when they are abroad for some 
time, a great many of them grow home-sick, and long 
to return to -their own country. — Are not the in- 
habitants of all mountainous countries likely to grow 
home-sick? — Yes, Sir, you are quite right, they are. 
— Where is your brother now? — He is travelling in 
Russia. — Will he remain there much longer? — He will 
return home about the end of this month. — Does he 
often write to you? — Yes, he writes to me very often; 
the last letter I received is from St. Petersburgh; he 
enclosed me a Hambro' bill in order to pay the debts 
he had made before setting off for Russia. — Are you 
still pleased with your coachman? — Not at all, he is 
a drunkard, and steals the oats out of the horses' cribs, 
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and buys brandy with the money he gets for the oats. 
— You astonish me, because you were always prais- 
ing him before. — He was really an excellent coach- 
man, before he got into bad company. — Consequently 
you will dismiss him? — You may depend upon it, but 
previously I must get another, and good servants are 
not easily to be got. — Can I find your brother's house ? — 
You cannot easily miss it. — Why do you not eat this 
cold mutton? — I do not like it. — How many carriage- 
horses has your father? — He has five carriage-horses 
and a saddle-horse. — This man must be very rich, he 
spends a great deal of money. — Many people spend 
much more than they are able. 



150. 

< 

Somebody having asked a member of the English 
parliament, why he never delivered a speech: „Why!" 
said he, „ there are so many of my colleagues that 
speak, there must be also somebody to listen." 

Lewis XIV said once to the Count ofGrammont: 
jjTell me the truth, you are eighty years old." — The 
count fell on his knees before the king, and said to 
him kissing his hand: „Your Majesty is never tired to 
give me something." The courtiers who had heard it, sur- 
rounding him to congratulate, he answered : „The king 
has just given me two years more than I am old." 

A corporal of the life-guards of Frederick II, 
being full of vanity, but at the same time a very 
brave fellow, wore a watch-chain to which he had 
fastened a musket- bullet instead of a watch he had 
not the means to buy. The king, being once inclined 
to joke, said to him: ^Corporal, I forgot to take my 
watch with me, what o'clock is it by yours?" — The sol- 
dier who guessed the king's intention, took the bullet 
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from his fob, saying: „My watch does not show what 
o'clock it is, but it reminds me always that it is my 
duty to die for your Majesty." — „Here, my friend,* 
said the king quite affected, „take my watch, that 
you may also know what o'clock it is." And he gave 
him his watch that was adorned with diamonds. 

151. 

Did you hear about the sad accident that happened 
to the rich merchant? — No, tell me what has 
happened. — This honourable man that was esteemed by 
every one that knew him, has lost his wits on hearing 
that three ships he expected back from India, had 
perished during the last storm. —Were they not in- 
sured? — Certainly they were, but on board of one of 
these ships was his only son. — Who was up stairs just 
now? — It was Charles. — Indeed, was it he? — Yes, it was 
nobody else. — Do you know the lady in the second 
row box? — What lady? The one in the green gown 
and pink bonnet? I do not know her, but my brother 
does, I think. — What lady do you mean? The one in 
the corner?— No, the other, the next but one to her. 
— She is engaged to the rich Russian; do you not 
know him ? He stands behind her. — Do you mean to 
pay the wine- dealer for the wine, if" he send it 
you?— He has sent it me already, but I shall not pay 
him; for he did not send me the right sort, and se- 
condly I have an account against him for three dozen 
empty bottles. — Did you receive from Lyons the silk 
goods you had ordered? — No, I sent them back, and 
wrote to the manufacturer about his never sending us 
exactly the colours we want; I had ordered two 
pieces of light-blue silk, and he sent a piece of pink 
silk and one of dark-green. — Do you go every sum- 
mer to a watering-place ? — Yes, I make every summer 
a little excursion, and remain some weeks at a watering- 
place. — I suppose you are usually at home during the 
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winter ? — No, next winter I shall go to St. Petersburgh. 
— Then I hope to have the pleasure to meet you 
there. — I shall be very happy indeed. 

152. 

If I were you, I would at once return to Paris. — 
Will you have the wine brought up -stairs? — Yes, 
please to say to my servant to bring it up- stairs. — Has 
your cook got the supper ready? — Not yet, but we 
shall have it in about an hour. — Being compelled 
by a slight indisposition to keep my room, I should 
thank you, if you have nothing better to do, to spend 
one or two hours with me this evening. — Why did 
you not do as you were told? You can never be 
made to obey. — Where is your dog now? — I have 
him no more, my father has made me sell him. — 
Why did you not give him a receipt? — He would not 
have it, saying I should give him a receipt in full, 
when I had paid the little balance that was against 
me. — Have you been on the top of the hill this morning 
to see the sun rising? — We went there, but the sun 
would not wait till we had reached the top, and was 
risen before. — Did you not smell that your coat was 
burning? — I smelt something burning, but did not 
know what it was. — Have you to learn the lesson by 
heart? — Yes, our English master makes us always 
learn it by heart. — When shall I come for you? — 
Come when you like. — Did you not perceive that he 
spoke to you? — I could not see plainly whether he 
spoke to me or to another. 

153. 

Zeuxis entered into a contest of art with Par- 
rhasius.— He painted grapes so truly that birds came 
to peck at them. — The former delineated a curtain 
so exactly that Zeuxis said on entering: „Take away 
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the curtain that we may see the picture!" — And finding 
his error he said: „Parrhasius, thou hast conquered. 
I have only deceived birds, and thou hast deceived 
an artist." 

The same Zeuxis painted a little boy carrying 
some grapes ; birds came again to peck at them. Some 
people applauded, but Zeuxis flew in a passion, and 
tore the picture into pieces saying : „Tne boy must 
be very badly painted. 

A rich miser showed his jewels to a philosopher. 
„I thank you," said the philosopher to him, „for the 
jewels that you share with me." — "What do you say? 
1 do not share them with you." — „Why not?" said 
the philosopher quietly. „You allow me to look at 
them ; and do you do anything else but look at them 
also?" 

154. 

Did your brother keep his word? — Not at all; 
instead of taking his books, he went to the gar- 
den, where he climbed upon a tree in order to steal 
apples. — Please, Sir, to lead the way. — Thank you, 
Sir, you should walk first, because you know the 
way, and I do not. — Does it take a good deal of 
pains to do it? — No, Sir, it does not, but my brother 
is very lazy, and prefers running through the fields 
to learning his lessons. — Is there cloth enough for a 
coat and a pair of trowsers? — Yes, there is cloth 
enough, but the cloth is too bad for a coat to be made 
of it. — Would you be so obliging as to pour out a 
glass of wine for me? — What sort of wine do you prefer, 
French wine or Hock ? — I would thank you for a glass 
of Hock, if it be good. — Would your brother lend me 
a few pounds? — He would be the first to do it, but he 
cannot, having no money left after paying his tailor's bill. 
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— Have you lately seen your friend the officer? — No, 
Sir, last week he promised to come and drink a cup 
of tea with me, but did not come, having been ordered 
to go with his company to the East-Indies. — Will you 

five me your word upon it? — No, Sir, I cannot, but 
shall send you word, whether it may be done or 
not. — Life being short, we must try to make it as 
agreeable as possible. — We must be gay without abuse 
of pleasure. 

155. 

Why do you not drink this beer? — I do not like 
it, it looks like water. — Why does your sister look so 
angry ? — She is not angry, but sad. — What is the matter 
with her? — She has just received a letter, informing her 
that her youngest son who was a midshipman on board 
of a man of war, had perished during the last storm. — 
Your father looks very well, does he not? — Yes, but 
last year, after having had the fever, he looked very 
ill. — Why do you hurt your mother's feelings? — I never 
would hurt her feelings; but feeling a great pain in 
my head, I had almost lost my wits, and did not know 
either what I said or did. — How does your brother 
behave? — His behaviour is not good, he always gets 
in some bad scrape or other. — Who lives in that little 
cottage near the high road? — Avery eminent painter, 
who imagining himself to be surrounded by enemies, 
has retired from the world. — You do not look well to- 
day; are you ill? — No, I am not ill, but indisposed, 
having had a cough these three weeks. — It is all over 
with me ! — You must never despair, but always put your 
confidence in God. — Have you heard anything of your 
cousin? — No, we have not heard anything of him, all 
our inquiries were to no purpose. — Did the poor wo- 
man get any relief? — Yes, being in the greatest distress, 
and almost despairing after having seen her house 
reduced to ashes, she was relieved by some humane 
people. 
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156. 

An old officer asked the minister of war for a 
small pension, saying that he was nearly starving. — 
The minister seeing his full and ruddy face said, that 
it gave the lie to his statement. — „Why! Good Sir!" 
said the officer, „ don't trust to that; this face does not 
belong to me, it belongs to my landlord, who has given 
me credit for a long time." 

A certain king made his entry {pu entrance) into 
a little town at three o'clock in the afternoon. — The 
senate sent some deputies/ to compliment him. — The 
mayor, who was to speak, began in the following 
manner : ^Alexander the Great, the great Alexander — " 
and stopped short. — The king, who was very hungry, 
said: „Ah! My dear Sir, Alexander the Great had 
done dinner, and I am fasting." Having said these 
words, he turned him his back, and proceeded to the 
Town-Hall where a magnificent dinner was (pu had 
been) prepared for him. 

Dialogue between a tailor and his journey-man. 

Have you taken the clothes to the count of SelikofFs ? 
—Yes, Sir. — What did he say? — Nothing, except that 
he longed very much to give me a box on the ear, 
because I had not brought them sooner. — What did 
you answer him? — ^Sir," said I, „I do not understand 
this joking; pay me what you owe me; if you do not 
do so instantly, I shall take other measures." — Scarcely 
had I said that, when he put his hand to his sword, 
and I ran away. 

157. 

Did you write this bill? — No, Sir, my tailor did. 
— Please to shut the window. — Do you not see that the 
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window is closed ? — Come and take a walk with me, it 
is a beautiful moonlight night. — Did it rain as you 
came? — No, it did not rain, but it hailed and snowed, 
and there was such a wind, that I could scarcely hold 
my umbrella. — It is no excuse for you to say that you 
did it through inadvertence. — Do you think that we 
shall have a thunder-storm ? — Yes, 1 think so, because 
it is very sultry ; rain would do good now, because the 
roads are very dusty. — It is impossible to open a 
window, because it is windy and dusty. — Is it warm 
out of doors? — Yes, it is very warm, I believe that it 
is going to thaw. — The sky is quite overcast. — But 
I believe it will freeze at sun-set. — It looks very likely. 
— Please to shut the window; the sun shines right into 
my face. — Was the skv overcast last night? — No, 
we had a beautiful starlight night — Are your feet 
cold? — Yes, I must pull off my boots, my feet are 
quite wet and cold; I shall put on dry stockings. — 
Shall I give you cotton or worsted stockings ? — Cotton 
stockings will do. — Shall I open the window? — If you 
do so, I shall shut the door, because there is a draught 
here. — Come along, it is time. — Wait a little till I have 
locked up the door. — Here is the key, take it. — When 
does the sun rise now? — He rises at twenty minutes 
past eight, and sets at thirty-seven minutes past four. 

158. 

- 

What shall we have for dinner to-day? — You will 
have a roast leg of mutton and greens and a pigeon- 

Eie. — You must treat even your dog Well. — Will you 
e my guest to-day ? — I am very much obliged to you, 
a friend of mine has invited me to dinner, and ordered 
for me my favourite dish. — What is it? — A fowl stewed 
with rice. — As for me I am no friend of fowl, there 
is nothing like good roast beef or a good slice of 
venison. — What has become of your youngest brother ? 
— He has suffered shipwreck in going to America. — 
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Get your watch repaired, it goes too fast. — I have 
often had it repaired, and spent a good deal of money 
for it. — Did you buy this pair of spurs yourself? — No, 
but my brother did. — As you are talking of your bro- 
ther, where is he now?— He is now at St. Petersburgh, 
where he is about to marry a young lady who brings 
him three hundred thousand francs. — Is she beautiful ? 
— He writes to me, that she is as beautiful as an angel. 
— As we were on the open sea, a great storm arose. 
— The lightning struck our main-mast, and set the ship 
on fire. — The crew jumped into the sea to save them- 
selves by swimming. — My brother, who had never learned 
swimming, and despaired of his life, sank to the bottom, 
but was saved from being drowned by a friend. — Had 
I not the pleasure to meet you at Paris last winter? 
— Yes, I had the pleasure to see you very often at 
the house of one of my friends. 

159. 

Have you not heard who the young man was, 
that lived next-door? — I asked several people about 
him, but nobody could tell me who he was. — Where 
is he now? — I do not know, but I was told that he 
was seen at Baden-Baden, where he lost all his money 
at the bank. — I regret it for the sake of his betrothed 
that lives in this street at the last house but one. — 
You have not done the task I have set you; how 
did you spend last evening? — I have done as much as 
I could. — No, you have played with your little brother, 
and so lost your time.— xou ought to consider, that 
the time you lose you can never get again. — Please, 
to set me another task, Sir, I assure you that you will 
be pleased with me. — Were there many people at 
your aunt's evening-party last night? — No, Sir, but very 
few; with the exception of myself and my two sisters, 
there were but eight persons. — Has the committee already 
made choice of its secretary ? — Not yet, it will sit next 
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Saturday, and make its choice. — Is it long since you 
were at your uncle's? — I spent a few hours with him 
yesterday. — Have you already heard that Wilson Bro- 
thers have stopped payment? — Yes, Sir, the whole town 
is surprised at it. — If you act thus, you will be des- 
pised by everybody. — Take care of this man, he in- 
tends to deceive you! — Do not be afraid, I can see 
through him. — Take care, you push me.— Pray, Sir, ex- 
cuse me, I did it through inadvertence. 

160. 

Frederick II. used, whenever he saw a new soldier 
in his life-guards, to ask him three questions, viz: 
„How old are you?" — „How long have you been in 
my service?" — „Are you contented with your pay and 
treatment? — It happened that a young Frenchman 
enlisted in the Prussian service. — His figure caused 
him to be immediately accepted; but he was quite 
ignorant of the German language, and his captain hav- 
ing given him notice that the king would question 
him in this language the first time he should see him, 
cautioned him to learn by heart the three answers he 
was to make. — Accordingly he learnt them by the 
next day. — Frederick having perceived him in the ranks, 
drew near to interrogate him, but he happened to begin 
upon him by the second question, and asked him: „How 
long have you been in my service?" ^Twenty -one 
years!" answered the soldier. — The king, struck with his 
youth which plainly indicated that he had not borne 
the musket for so long a time, said to him quite astonish- 
ed: „How old are you?" „One year, an't please your 
Majesty." Frederick, still more astonished, exclaimed: 
„You or I must be bereft of our senses!" — The soldier, 
who took this for the third question, replied firmly: 
n Both, an't please your Majesty!" — The captain, who 
had drawn near, explained to the king the mistake, 
whereupon the king laughed very much. 
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161. 

You must not be always joking, now speak seri- 
ously. — Do not think that I joke, I am quite in ear- 
nest. — Does your brother know, that you are knitting 
this purse for him? — No, he does not. — Why did you 
make me send the goods to Paris? — The merchant to 
whom I had sent them, refuses to take them now. — You 
must not say that I made you send thera, it was your 
own wish.— Bid your brother sit down for a moment. — 
He says he cannot sit down, being obliged to go to 
school. — Why do you allow your cousin to say such a 
thing to you? — I let him say what be likes, and do 
as I please. — Why do you allow everybody to read 
what you write? your writings are to be found every- 
where. — Nobody will take the pains to read my bad 
writing. — Will you taste this wine? — Thank you, Sir, 
I cannot take any more wine, I do not feel well, having 
a dreadful head-ache. — Why did you not tell me that 
my greatest foe was in the room ? Had I known it, 
I would not have gone up-stairs. — Ar,e horses more use- 
ful than asses and oxen ? — Certainly ; for horses can 
bear and draw, and there are a great many nations 
that eat their flesh; it is true, that men use more ox- 
meat than horse-meat for their food, but an ox can 
only draw, and not bear, while an ass can draw and 
bear, but not so well as a horse, and his flesh is not 
eatable. — Where is the little dog you used to have? 
— He fell suddenly ill, would neither eat nor drink, 
offered to bite everybody that approached, so I was 
afraid he was going to be mad, and therefore had him 
drowned. 

162. 

Did you copy the letter you wrote to our com- 
mercial friend? — Yes, I copied it twice. — You might 
have spared yourself the pains, once would have done. 
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— How much have you spared? — I have spared twenty- 
nine francs; when I have spared fifty francs, I shall 
buy a gold pin. — Was it not fortunate for you, that 
a boat was near you, as you were bathing to-day ? — 
Yes, it was very fortunate; the water being much 
deeper than I thought, I got beyond my depth, and 
all my comrades were so terrified, that they had not 
sufficient presence of mind to help me; so I should 
have been drowned, if the boatman, who was a good 
swimmer, had not come to my assistance. — I hope, in 
future you will become more careful. — When you come to 
Wurzburgh, I hope you will stay with me; I always 
have a spare-bed for you. — Will your mother be at 
home this afternoon ? — Why do you ask me ? — The 
poor woman of whom I spoke to you, would like to see 
her. — Pray, spare my mother this visit; she is rather 
indisposed, and the sight of the poor woman would 
affect her; but I shall speak to my mother about this 
matter, and she will send her as much money as she 
can spare. — Will your mother receive my sister, if 
/she goes to see her? — My mother will be happy to 
see your sister, she has long wished to know her. — 
Will you stay a fortnight more with us? — Now be- 
gins the hunting-season, and there is plenty of game 
in our forests. — I regret that I soon must leave you, 
I must be at Leipsic for the first days of September. 
— What have you to do there? — I go there every year 
to the Michaelmas fair. 

163. 

Somebody showing his friend his new garden, the 
latter stepped in a hole full of water. „Oh, I regret 
very much, I forgot to tell you there is a hole here!" 
exclaimed the other. — „No matter l a answered his friend; 
„I have found it." 

A nobleman in London desired a pawnbroker to 
lend him a thousand pounds upon his wife's jewels 



Digitized by Google 



— 125 — 

for which he had paid six thousand pounds. -You may 
take out the stones,* said he, „and put false ones in 
their place ; my Lady will not be able to distinguish 
them." — jjYou are too late, my Lord, 44 answered the 
man, „your Lady has been before-hand with you. These 
stones are false: I bought the diamonds of her Lady- 
ship a twelvemonth ago." 

Sir Isaac Newton had a favourite little dog, which 
he called Diamond ; being one day obliged to leave his 
study in order to go to the adjacent (ou next) room, Dia= 
jiiond was left behind. — When Sir Isaac came back, after 
an absence of only a few minutes, he had the mortification 
to find, that Diamond had overthrown a lighted candle 
in the midst of some papers, and the nearly finished 
labour of many years was in flames, and almost con- 
sumed to ashes. Sir Isaac being very far advanced in 
years, this loss was irretrievable; yet without even 
striking the dog, he only rebuked him with this excla- 
mation: j,Oh, Diamond! Diamond! you little know the 
mischief that you have done." 

164. 

When shall I come for you, Madam? — Come for 
me at a quarter before ten. — Shall the carriage wait 
for you? — Yes, it may wait, perhaps I shall take a 
ride through the park with my friend. — Pray, see if 
my servant is waiting. — What is the matter with you, my 
friend ? You drink no more ! Do you not like this wine? 
— It is excellent, but I have drunk enough. — Drink 
once more. — I thank you, I cannot drink any more, I 
do not feel well. — Do not fall ! What is the matter with 
you? — I do not know, but my head is giddy; I think I 
am fainting. — And so do I, for you look almost like a 
dead person. — Do not trust your friend William, for he 
flatters you ; a flatterer never can be a true friend. — Do 
not think, that William flatters me, he always tells me the 
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truth ; you do not know him so well as I, although you 
see him every day. — Who is there? — Your laundress, 
she brings you your fresh linen. — Did you see the beau- 
tiful repeater, your brother got from your father? — 
He did not get it from my father, but from my mother. 
— Why did the Kussians confiscate the ship of the gallant 
captain Williams ? — Because he sold fire-arms to the 
Circassians. — Had he also gun-powder? — Yes, Sir, he 
had a great deal of it. — Do you see the five-story house ? 
— Yes, to whom does it belong? — The rich banker 
that lives over the way, has bought it. — Where is my 
fishing-line? I shall go a fishing, for it is said, that 
there is a great deal of fish here. — What sort of fish ? 
— There are trouts, salmons, pikes and carps. 

165. 

Will you remain here much longer? — I regret ex- 
ceedingly thatl must soon leave you. — Do you go straight 
to Vienna? — No, I go to Frankfort and from there to 
Munich and to Prague. — From Prague I go back to 
Dresden, where I have to see some commercial friends, 
and from there I shall probably continue my journey 
by rail-way to Vienna. — If the weather is fine, I shall 
go down the Danube as far as Galacz, where I shall go 
on board of another steam-boat to go to Constantinople, 
by the Black-Sea. — When do you rise? — I am used 
to rise at six, and to go to work immediately. — 
Where did your brother go, when you left him? — He 
went home directly, afterwards he paid a morning- 
visit to our aunt. — A little boy used to ask at dinner 
now this, now that; his father told him, that it was 
not polite to ask, and that he ought to wait till 
something was given to him. — One day there was on 
the table some excellent roast-beef; the poor boy seeing 
everybody eat, while nothing was given to him, said 
to his father: „ Dear father, pray, give me some salt!" 
— „ Wherefore do you want salt?" asked his father. — 



Digitized by Google 



— 127 — 

„I wish to eat it with the roast-beef you will give 
me, a answered the child. Everybody admired the wit 
of the little boy, and his father, perceiving that he 
had nothing, gave him some roast-beef, without his asking 
for it. — Have you already fixed the day of your depar- 
ture? — I had fixed it for to-morrow, but an unforeseen 
business has forced me to defer for a week. — Waiter, 
bring another bottle of wine, this is empty. — What sort 
of wine shall I bring to you? — Bring me claret. — 
Shall I pour out a glass more for you, my dear fellow ? 
— No, I shall not drink any more, being sleepy. — Now 
you are sleepy, now you are cold, now warm, now 
something else. — It is not astonishing that I am sleepy ; 
I rose at day-break, while you were still lying in 
your bed, when I came to see you at nine o'clock. 

166. 

Why does your sister get uneasy? — She gets 
uneasy at not receiving any news from her husband 
who is with the army. — I find her much altered since 
some time. — She is right to be uneasy ; her husband 
has been dangerously wounded at the battle of Bala- 
clava, and now she does not know where he is. — Is 
the climate fine in Finland? — No, it is very rough. — 
Will you take leave of your father before setting off 
for Australia ? — Of course, I shall take leave of him, 
for perhaps I shall not see him any more in this 
world. — Good bye, my dear friend, I hope to see you 
soon again. — Do you not think your youngest sister 
a little taller than your eldest one? — You are mistaken, 
both my sisters are of a size. — Will you see your 
sister to the rail- way? — I think not, for she will be 
absent at the most for five or six days.— Why do you 
only come back this morning? You were expected 
till midnight yesterday, and everybody was in great 
anguish at not seeing you come back. — We missed 
our way, and the night overtook us in the midst of 
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the forest. At last we found a coal-man's hut, where 
we passed the night. — Did you find a bed there ? — 
No, some benches served us for a bed, a truss of straw 
for a mattress, our hunting- pouches for cushions. — 
And when we awoke in the morning, we felt as fresh 
and healthy as if we had slept on downfeathers and silk. 
— Whence does it arise, that the banker does not pay 
you? — He owes me a large amount, and delays the pay- 
ment from day to day. — Do you believe that he will 
pay you ? — Of course, for he is as honest as rich, but 
cannot part with his money; did you never meet with 
men like him ? — Have you asked your uncle's leave to 
take his horse ? — No, I did not, but I took leave of 
him. — Please to continue. — I have done talking. — I saw 
to-day four players that all gained at the same time. — 
That cannot be, a player can but gain when another 
loses. — You would be right, if I spoke of people that had 
played at cards or at billiards; but I speak of musicians. 

167. 

Did you enjoy yourself with your friend yesterday? 
— A great deal, 1 can assure you; indeed nothing 
goes beyond a good dinner, a good glass of wine 
and a good friend to drink it with us. — Nothing goes 
beyond a beautiful sun-rise. — Did you read all the 
books I sent you? — You sent me so many books, 
that I could not read even a quarter of them. — On 
what instrument does your sister play? — She plays on 
the piano. — Do you sometimes play music? — Very 
often. — I play on the violin, and my sister accompanies 
me. — Does your sister play on any other instrument? 
— She plays on the harp, but does not practise enough. — 
Well, did you say to the coachman to yoke the horses ? 
— Yes, Sir, your carriage will be ready in a moment. — 
Upon what does your brother live? — My father sup- 
plies him with all the money he wants. — Does he make 
him a yearly allowance? — No, my brother being very 
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economical, my father prefers giving him money, when 
he asks for it. — Did you ever see such a beautiful 
child ? — No, never. — Had you a great many straw-berries 
and rasp-berries? — Yes, we had a great many. — How 
much post-paper have you? — I have ten reams and 
six quires and a half. — Why did you not come to see 
me to-day? — To-day I could not get off for a minute, 
but to-morrow I shall come and see you. — Will the 
Englishman ever pay me my money? — No, he never 
will, for he cannot, and will never be willing. 



168. 

The Emperor Charles the Fifth being one day out 
a hunting, lost his way in the forest, and having come 
to a house entered it to cool himself. There were in it 
four men who pretended to sleep. One of them rose, 
and drawing near the emperor told him he had dreamt 
he would take him his watch, and took it. Then 
another rose, and said to him, he had dreamt that his 
great-coat would suit him, and took it. The third took 
his purse. At last the fourth came up, and said to him: 
„I hope you will not be angry, if I search you," and 
in doing so, he remarked on the neck of the emperor 
a little gold chain, to which was attached a whistle 
that he wished to rob him of. But the emperor said to 
him: „My good friend, before you deprive me of this 
trinket, I must show you its virtue." Saying this he 
whistled. His attendants, who were seeking him, came 
running to the house, and were thunderstruck on be- 
holding the emperor in such a state. But the emperor 
seeing himself out of danger, said: ^These men have 
dreamt everything they wished. I wish in my turn 
also to dream;" and having mused for some seconds 
he said: „I have dreamt that you all four deserve to 
be hanged." Which was executed before the house as 
soon as said. 

CLEF AMGLAISE. 9 
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Have you been learning English long?-~-I have 
only been learning it these four months. — Is it possible! 
You speak and write tolerably well for so short a time. 
— You are jesting, I do not yet know much. To speak 
well, one must know more than I know. — Indeed, you 
speak fluently enough. — Do you know the proverb? — 
Which proverb? — That he who wishes to sneak well, 
must begin by speaking badly. — I understand tolerably 
well, but cannot yet well make myself understood, not 
being used to speak English. — That will come in time. 
— Who is there yawning in the first row box? — Lord 
F. who gets tired everywhere. — I wonder that he can 
get tired at such a beautiful piece. — He is in the habit 
of going to the theatre every night and yawning there. 
— Do you like this wine? I paid it five francs thirty 
cents a bottle. — Dear as it is, I do not like it. — Why 
did you take such small lodgings? — Small as they 
seem to you, they are much more comfortable than 
your large lodgings that I would not inhabit, even if 
I could have them for the half of what you pay for 
them. — Dear me, how pale you are, Madam! What is 
the matter with you? — Nothing; as I went down the 
stair-case, a mouse ran under my feet, I slipped, and 
had like to have fallen on the floor. — Please to give 
me a few francs, I promise to return them to-morrow 
morning. — Here they are ; if you were more economi- 
cal, you need not (on mieux: you would not be com- 
pelled to) borrow money at every moment. 

170. 

What did your father say to you? — „My son, a 
he said, „you ought not to waste your time as you do, 
if you wish to get forward in the world." — What did 
you answer him?— ^My dear father," I answered him, 
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„from this moment you will never have occasion to 
complain of me. 8 — What you have said there is well, but 
it is not enough to promise, you must also keep your 
word. — Why are you weeping, Madam? — I weep at 
the thought of the misfortune that had like to have 
happened. — What misfortune? — As my mother was 
going to church this morning, a large flower-pot fell 
upon her head. — Was she hurt ? — Yes, she was severely 
hurt, and had like to have been killed. — Do you love 
your son? — Although he be often disobedient, I still 
love him more than anything on earth; he reminds me 
of my wife, that died long ago, and whom he is just 
like. — Where is now your youngest brother ? — He is in 
America; I offered to reconcile him with our father, 
but he would hear nothing about him. — „Do not judge, 
that you may not be judged," said our Saviour. — 
What did he say more ? — He said a great many beau- 
tiful things. Read the Gospels, and engrave on your 
mind the beautiful principles that you will find there, 
in order that they may oe your guide through life. — 
Have you already transcribed your letter? — I trans- 
cribed it long since, but shall copy it once more. — 
What did you do after your father had left? — We took 
a walk with our dear preceptor, and then we dined. 
— When did you go to bed ? — After having done sup- 
per, we read over our lessons, and then we went to 
bed. — W T hy do you laugh, when your teacher is speak- 
ing? What you do is very impolite. — I cannot help 
laughing, my teacher makes so droll a face. 

171. 

How did you manage to buy this beautiful horse, 
not having money enough to pay for it? — I bought it 
on credit. — How do you manage to read this English 
romance? — I read and look in the dictionary for the • 
words I do not understand. — See, ladies, these flowers 
with their fresh and bright colours, the morning-dew 
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adorns them with millions of diamonds. — The lily has 
the colour of innocence, the violet indicates gentleness. 
The mouse-ear has the colour of heaven, our future 
dwelling, and the rose, the queen of flowers, is the 
emblem of beauty and joy. — How fresh and beautiful 
is the green ! It is salutary to our eves, and has the 
colour of hope, our most faithful friend, that never 
deserts us, not even in death. — Tell me something. — 
What do you wish me to relate to you? — A little 
anecdote. — Here is one. — Lewis XIV, who had the 
weakness not to know that he grew old, inquired about 
the age of an ofticer, who asked for his superannuation. 
— „But how old is he? a inquired the king. — „Sire, u 
answered the marshal of Villeroi, „he is as old as 
everybody, sixty-six years old." — Waiter, what have 
you for dinner? — You can have some soup, a beef- 
steak with potatoes, a young partridge with truffles 
and the dessert. — Well, bring me my dinner and a 
bottle of Burgundy wine. — Sir, your dinner is upon the 
table. — Moderation is a great virtue, but there are 
very few people who know how to limit their desires. 

172. 

One morning Diogenes getting out of his tub to 
see the sun rise from the ocean, remarked with asto- 
nishment, that the first rays of the sun beamed upon 
two tubs instead of one. A youth of rank had taken 
the resolution to become a philosopher, like the admired 
and derided Diogenes, and had during the night rolled 
his tub towards Kenchrea. „Well!" said the old man, 
„I see that philosophy has acquired a disciple in thee." 

The young man smiled at the praise of the re- 
vered old man. 

Diogenes, however, taking his tub, rolled it to- 
wards the sea, and plunged it in ; the tub was borne 
along by the waves. 
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The young man was astonished. Then Diogenes 
said : „ At last I have found a worthy disciple in thee. 
Make the victory over thyself complete. Assign thy 
property over to me, and I will go and distribute it 
among the poor." The young man answered: „I have 
still several things to attend to at home," left his tub 
behind, and withdrew. 

Diogenes smiled and said : „These funny (ou droll) 
people! They fancy the tub is all! But they deceive 
themselves; how, then, should they be true towards 
others ?" 

Thus he spoke, and entered the new tub. But the 
youth of rank remained at home, being ashamed and 
feeling that he had not, before then, taken the first 
step towards wisdom. 



173. 

Ah! what a beautiful flower! I shall pluck it. — 
Oh ! do not pluck it, Madam ! It would become dumb. 
— Now it sings every morning and evening with its 
perfume the hymn of nature. — When plucked it fades, 
it becomes withered. — It is not a trinket to be put in 
the hair. — As long as it is on its stalk, it lives, as 
you live, Madam, as everybody lives. — Then would it 
not be cruel to kill it? — A caprice makes you pluck 
it, and in the next moment another caprice will make 
you throw it away. — Come and take a walk! — I shall 
be down-stairs immediately; I shall remain up- stairs 
just the time to put on my great-coat, for it is rather 
cold this morning. — It is rather too bad of you to be 
always contradicting your mother; you know her to 
be indisposed, and that the least contradiction makes 
her nervous. — Who was the gentleman that has just 
left you? — He is a very good friend of my father's. — 
Where did you put the neckerchief I have bought 
for your sister? — I put it into the parcel that is to 



Digitized by Google 



be sent to her to-day. — Will you not be persuaded 
to remain with us for supper? — You must excuse me, 
I have made an appointment for this evening with a 
young gentleman who is passing through our town. 
He was at my house this morning bearing a letter 
from my uncle who recommends him to me, and I ex- 
tremely regretted not to have been at home. — Can you 
give me the book you promised me ? — I must really 
beg your pardon, the bookseller having disappointed 
me of the book I promised you. 



174. 

A very rich bishop complimented a very poor 
parson on the excellent air of the country, where his 
parish was. — „Yes," answered the parson, „the air would 
be excellent, if one could live upon it." — Two coun- 
trymen spoke about the beautiful appearance of the 
crops. — „lf these warm rains continue," said one of 
them, ,,everything will come out of the earth." — „What 
do you say there ?" exclaimed the other; „I have two 
wives in the church-yard!" — Did I give you paper 
enough? — Yes, Sir, I do not want any more. — See 
this man; three years ago he was the richest man of 
our town, and now he has scarcely anything to live 
upon. — Of what do you speak? — 1 was just telling 
your father-in-law, that P. and Co. have suspended 
their payments. — Is it possible? Such a rich house! — 
The poor men! — It is rather me (ou I) you ought to pity, 
for 1 lose more than six thousand francs. — Why do 
you not go to take a walk with the other boys? — 
They will not take me with them. — Why not? What 
is the cause of it? — I will say it to you. You are al- 
ways quarelling with everybody; you are never con- 
tented with what the others do, and therefore nobody 
likes you ; it will be the same case all your life, if you 
do not alter. — Why did not your brother take leave 
of us? — I have to make an apology for him; he was 
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yesterday at the counting-house till seven o'clock in 
the evening, otherwise he would certainly have come 
to take leave of you ; he could not do so, because 
the train, by which he left London, started at half 
past seven, he had therefore scarcely the time to get 
to the railway. — Why did he not leave this morning? 
— The train starts at a quarter past four o'clock in 
the morning, and my brother feared to oversleep him- 
self. 



175. 

May I offer you this book in remembrance of me 
before your expected departure? — I am most obliged 
to you, I accept it with much pleasure, though even 
without it I should have often remembered you with 
affection and thanks for the numerous proofs of your 
friendship. — Have you lost anything? — Yes, only think, 
my beautiful gold ring with the diamonds and rubies. 
— You must have an advertisement put in the papers, 
and promise a reward to the finder. — But it is very 
precious, and I fear, there will be few people so hon- 
est as to bring it back. — Where have you been since 
I saw you ? — I was some time at Paris, then I sojourn- 
ed for more than three weeks at London. — Which 
is the shortest way to go to the Tuileries?— Go down 
this street, and when you come to the bottom, turn to 
the right; there you will take a cross- way; afterwards 
you will enter a rather narrow street that leads to a 
large square. — That I shall cross? — No, go along the 
arcades, and you will see before you Rivoli-Street, that 
will bring you to the Tuileries. 

A certain man liked wine very much , but^ he 
found in it two bad qualities. — „If I pour water into 
it." he used to say, „I spoil the wine, and if I do not 
put any to it, the wine spoils me." 
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Philip, landgrave of Hesse, traitorously taken pri- 
soner by Charles the Fifth, remained imprisoned for 
a long time. But the towns that were subject to him, 
remained faithful to him, till he sent them word to 
submit to the emperor. All of them obeyed, except 
Henry of Luder, who commanded the castle of Ziegen- 
hain. The latter, understanding that the emperor had 
forced him to write the letter, said to the messenger: 
„In disobeying him, I shall obey him," and he held 
the castle.- — The emperor, on restoring Philip to free- 
dom, added the condition, that he should have Henry 
of Luder hanged at the gate of the castle of Ziegenhain. 
He did so in such manner that, in obeying the emper- 
or, he took neither the life nor the honour of the 
faithful knight ; nay, be even rewarded him. He ordered 
that a gold chain should be girt round the knight's 
body, and that he should be gently pulled up at the 
castle-gate, and after having swung for a moment in 
the air that he should be lowered to the earth; after- 
wards he presented him with the chain. — 

The late doctor Abernethy would never allow his 
patients to talk much. He could not succeed in silen- 
cing a very loquacious lady, till he hit upon the fol- 
lowing expedient. — „Show me your tongue, Madam," 
said he to her. The lady complied with his desire. 
5, Well, now keep it there till I have done talking. a 

177. 

Who is there? — Your tailor, who is come to ask for 
the money you promised him so long ago. — If he will 
be so kind as to come to-morrow, I shall pay him all 
that I owe him. — Be patient, my dear friend, and be not 
sad, for sadness alters nothing, and impatience makes 
bad worse. — Do not fear your creditors; be sure, they will 
not annoy you, knowing that you are willing to pay 
them, but that you cannot do so for the moment. — They 
know, that you never will deny being their debtor. 
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A Negro's definition of the word Gentleman. 

Master makes the nigger work, makes the horse 
work, the dog, in a word — all must work — only 
the hog need not work; it may eat and drink, and 
walk about as much as it likes, then it may go to sleep 
and rise whenever it pleases — the hog is a true 
gentleman. 

A lady being very beautiful, but having little wit, 
complained in the society of madam de Genlis of her 
adorers' tiring her very much.— „There is a remedy 
for that," said madam de Genlis, „you have but to 
speak." — tf&s&ai 

• -v. ^ 

Have you already done dinner? — We waited for 
you till half past six, and as you did not come we 
dined without you. — Why did you wait so long for 
me ? I had told you that I should not come, if I were 
not with you at a quarter past five. — Why do you 
not drink? — Do you not like this wine ? — I like it 
very much, but I cannot drink any more. — If you like 
any better, I shall go down into the cellar, and bring 
you some other. — Thank you, Sir, I shall not drink 
anything more. 



178. 

Why do you look so sad ? — I have experienced 
great misfortunes; having been robbed of all my mo- 
ney, I was wounded in the hand by one of the robbers, 
and for more bad luck, on returning home I found all 
my house empty: some robbers had carried away every- 
thing I had, after having killed my maid-servant. — 
Has no one of the robbers been apprehended till now? 
— No, but the police is on their traces. — You must not 
afflict yourself so much, for you know, we must yield 
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to necessity. — Though the Mahometans are forbidden 
the use of wine, yet for all that, some of them drink 
it. — Which is the man you complain of? — The one 
who is clad in grey with a black hat. — Why do you 
not drink ? — I do not know what to drink, I like wine, 
and you have only beer. — „Are there many learned 
men at Rome?" said Milton to a Roman. — „Not so many 
as when you were there," answered the Roman. — How 
many obligations I owe (ou I lay under) to you, my 
dear friend; you have saved my life. — Did the wretch- 
es hurt you? — They bereft me of all I had, and 
when you ran to my assistance, they were about to 
kill me. — Farewell, may you not forget us in the distant 
country where you are going. — Would to God, I could 
meet everywhere with such an amiable reception, as 
I have found in your house. — Farewell then, and God 
grant that we see one another once more in this world. 



179. 

A gentleman who was accustomed to take his re- 
gular exercise on horseback, and whose chief drink 
was asses' milk, was once asked by an invalid friend 
to whom his physician was administering pills and 
draughts, how he contrived always to keep in such 
excellent health, and what medical man he employed. 
The other answered gravely: „My physician is a horse, 
and my apothecary an ass a 

May I ask you, Sir, for the dwelling of your friend, 
the doctor Ricciardi? — He lives near the mill, beyond 
the river. — Could you tell me, what way I -should take 
to go there ? — You must go along the shore, and you 
will come to a little street at the left, that will lead 
you straight to his house. — It is a beautiful house, and 
you cannot miss it. — What is the name of the day 
before Saturday? — The day before Saturday is named 
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Friday. — Did they succeed in extinguishing the fire? 
— Yes, they succeeded in it, but it is said that a great 
many houses have been burnt down. — Could they not 
save anything? — Yes, a great many things were saved, 
for some soldiers came running up, who not only aided, 
to extinguish the fire, but saved everything that could 
be saved. — How much did you pay for the house you 
bought for your daughter? — I paid fifty- four thousand 
francs for it. — It is very dear. — I know, but it is very 
well situated, and besides, it has a very beautiful 
garden. 

180. 

A father intended to cross the sea in order to go 
to a distant country. When setting off he assembled 
all his children around him. He had brought a small 
tree, and thev planted it. The father said: „When 
you look at this little tree, remember your father who 
is far from you. Before it has blossomed thrice, I hope 
to be back with you, if it please God. a 

Having said this, he left, and the tree blossomed 
beautifully the first year. 

While the father was on board, a dreadful storm 
arose, the vessel was wrecked against a rock, and the 
father found his grave in the waves. 

The children who had been written to about it, 
wept many a month, and the more when the little tree 
had buds and flowers. 

Then, a philosopher who had been the father's friend, 
went to see the children, and said: „See, the tree has 
lost its value, and has become for you a cause of grief; 
therefore give it me, that I may plant it elsewhere, in 
order that its sight may not grieve you any more. u 

But the children answered unanimously, and said : 
n Oh, no! Leave us the little tree! Even if its blossoms 
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bring us no joy, but only tears and grief, — they are, 
tears and grief of filial love. Oh, no! Take not the 
little tree away from us!" 



181. 

Geron, being eighty years old, was sitting at the 
door of his cottage and enjoying the beautiful autumn 
morning. Now he looked at the distant blue moun- 
tains, from whose summits fogs were rising like clouds 
of incense, now on his great-grand-sons that played 
around him. 

A youth from the town went and spoke to him. 
When he heard how old he was, he was astonished 
at his flourishing air, and asked the old man, what he 
had done to have the benefit of so much strength and 
cheerfulness in the winter of his life. 

The old man answered: „My son, it is, like all 
that is good, a gift that comes to us from Heaven, and 
that we must not boast of; but we can also do some- 
thing on earth to get it." 

Having spoken these words the old man rose and 
led the stranger into the fruit-garden, showing him the 
beautiful trees loaded with juicy fruits, that it was a 
joy to look at. 

Then Geron said: „Are you astonished at my en- 
joying the fruit of these trees? Look, my son, I 
planted these trees, when young. That is the secret 
of my happy old age." The young man hung his 
head, and became thoughtful, for he had understood the 
old man's words. 

^ An Irishman enlisted in the American army. When 
asked by the officer, how old he was, he answered: 
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„I am twenty-one years old. I was sick for a whole 
year, otherwise I should be twenty-two." 

182. 

Do you often ride on horseback ? — I ride on horse- 
back now and then. — Among the numerous anomalies 
of nature that often exceed comprehension, come the 
parsimony of the rich, and the extravagance of the 
poor. Many rich pe&ple economise, as if they feared 
dying of hunger {oil starving), and the indigent often 
spend in an hour as much as they could live upon for 
some months. — These peculiarities are the more unac- 
countable, because avarice is chiefly found to predo- 
minate in old people, who may expect death every day. 
— How much did your uncle gain by this business ? — 
He gained ten thousand francs and even more. — When 
will you pay me the money you owe me?-— You must 
have patience, though you do not like it, for I also 
must wait till I get my money. If I get it to-day, I 
shall pay you your money immediately, for I regret 
having borrowed any from you; every day you speak 
to me of my debt, though you know perfectly well, 
that I cannot pay you. — Are you contented with your 
situation ? — Not at all, but it costs so much trouble to 
obtain a situation, that we must be contented, even if 
we get an indifferent one. — Is this young man rich? 
— On the contrary, he is over head and ears in debt, 
and does not know what to do. It is all over with him. 
— Did you not see my brother? — Ah! here he comes. 



183. 

Do you hear from your cousin? — He writes to us 
from time to time. — He was a very agreeable compa- 
nion and very estimable young man; you must very 
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often miss him. — Of course we do, particularly my 
husband to whom he was of great assistance in his 
business. — Who spilled some claret upon the table-cloth? 
— Charles did, he poured out a glass for himself, and 
overfilled it, so that the wine was spilled upon the 
table-cloth. — He is always so awkward. — Do be care- 
ful, it is but a moment since you spilled the wine, and 
now you spill the gravy. — Where are your parents' 
portraits? — They hang over the sofa at the right hand, 
when you go into the room. 

The French general Cherin once conducted a de- 
tachment through a very difficult defile. — He exhorted 
his soldiers to endure the fatigues of the march. — „It 
is easy for you to talk," said one of his soldiers who 
was near him, n you are mounted on a beautiful horse 
— but we poor devils!" Cherin, on hearing these words 
dismounted, and offered the discontented soldier to 
take his place. — The latter did so; but scarcely had 
he mounted, when a shot from the adjoining heights 
struck and killed him. — „You see," said Cherin to his 
soldiers, „that the most elevated place is not always 
the least dangerous." — Upon which he remounted his 
horse, and continued the march. 



184. 

In what country were you born? — I am a native 
of France. — You speak Russian so well, that I took 
you for a Russian by birth. — The loss of time is an 
irreparable loss. — A lost minute cannot be recovered 
for all the gold of Peru. — It is therefore of the great- 
est importance to employ well your time that consists 
only of minutes, which you must make good use of. — 
You have but the present, the past is nothing, and the 
future doubtful. — If most men knew how to be contented 
with what they have, they would be happy; but their 
covetousness often makes them unhappy. — In order to be 
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happy, we must forget the past, not care for the future, 
ana enjoy the present. — Good day, Sir, how do you 
do?— Thank you, Sir, tolerably well; please to sit 
down , here is a chair. — I will not detain you from 
your business; I know that a merchant's time is pre- 
cious. — I have nothing pressing to do now ; my letters 
are already dispatched. — I shall not stay any longer. 
— I only wishea in passing by to enquire about your 
health. — I see that you are health itself, you cannot 
look better. — I have no time to be ill ; my business 
would not permit me. — Good bye, Sir. — I hope to see 
you here soon again. — The weather is very fine to-day; 
if you permit it, I shall have the pleasure of seeing 
you again this afternoon, and, if you have time, we 
will take a little walk (ou turn) together. — With the 
greatest pleasure. — In this case I shall wait for you. 
— I shall come for you about four or five o'clock. — I 
have the honour to bid you adieu.— Please to give my 
best compliments to your lady. — I shall not fail. 



185. 

Little John came running full of joy from the 
garden and exclaiming : „ What a beautiful bird I have 
captured! It was sitting upon a flower, and its wings 
glittered like gold and silver, and even more! — Then 
I approached softly, stretched out my hand, and had 
it immediately! — Now I will guard it well, and it shall 
not escape from me; I will give it milk and bread to 
eat." Thus talked little John. 

The father said to him: »Well, Johnny, show us 
thy beautiful bird." 

The boy put his hand in his pocket, and showed 
a pretty butterfly. 

But, alas! the butterfly's wings had lost their 
brilliancy, and the colours stuck to the boy's fingers, 
and the tender wings were torn. 
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The child sighed deeply, and said: „0h, how dis- 
figured my bird is! It looks no more like the bird 
that sat on the lily! a So spoke the child, and threw 
the butterfly angrily down to the ground. 

But the father answered, and said: „With whom 
are you angry ? Is it the fault of the butterfly that it 
is so delicately formed? You touched it with rough 
hands, and the brilliancy of its wings and its life itself 
were withered." 



186. 

Dialogue. 

Catherine , daughter to Charles the Sixth, King of 
France. Alice, her friend, lady in waiting. 

Oath. Alice, you have been in England, and speak the 
language of that country very well. 

Alice. Only a little, Madam. 

Cath. Pray, do instruct me in it; I must learn to 
speak it. How do you call la main in English? 

Alice. La main? That is: the hand. 

Cath. The hand. And les doigts? 

Alice. Les doigts? Egad, I have forgotten what les 
doigts signifies, but it will soon come to my 
remembrance. Les doigts? I think they are 
called: the fingers; yes, the fingers. 

Cath. La main, the hand; les doigts, the fingers. I 
believe I am a good scholar: I have learned 
two English words in a short time. How do 
you call les ongles? 
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Alice- Les angles? They are called: the nails. 

Cath. The nails. Listen to me, and tell me, if I speak 
well: the hand, the fingers, the nails. 

Alice. That's very well said, Madam, that is most 
excellent English. 

Cath. Tell me in English: le bras. 

Alice. The arm, Madam. 

Cath. And le coude? 

Alice. The elbow. 

Cath. Well, let me repeat all the words you have 
taught me as yet. 

Alice. That's too difficult, Madam, I suppose. 

Cath. I beg your pardon, Alice; come and listen to 
me: the hand, the fingers, the nails, the arm, 
the bilbow. 

Alice. The elbow, Madam! 

Cath. Dear me! I forget it: the elbow. How do you 
call le cou? 

Alice. The neck, Madam. 

Cath. The neck, and le menton? 

Alice. The chin. 

Cath. The sin! Le cou, the neck; le menton, the sin. 

Alice. Yes. Without any detriment to your honour, 
Madam, give me leave to tell you that, indeed, 
you pronounce the words just as accurately as 
the natives of England. 

CLEF ANGLAISE. 10- 
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Cath. I don't doubt in the least but I shall learn the 
English language by sovereign mercy of God, 
and in a very short time. 

Alice. Have not you already forgotten what I taught 
you? 

Cath. No, I will recite it very fast: The hand, the 
finger3, the mails — 

Alice. The nails, Madam! 

Cath. The nails, the arm, the ilbow — 

Alice. An't please your honour, Madam: the elbow! 

Cath. That's the very same thing I say: the elbow. 
Let me recite once more all my lesson in a 
hurry: The hand, the fingers, the nails, the 
arm, the elbow, the neck, the sin. 

» 

Alice. Excellent, Madam! 

Cath. That's enough for once: let us go to dinner! 
Shakespeare. King Henry the Fifth. Act HI, Scene 4. 



187. 

^What difference is there between you and a 
watch?" asked a young officer of a lady. — The lady did 
not know what to reply. — The officer said then: „A 
watch indicates the hours, and near you we forget 
them.^jr-As soon as my new friend sees me, he begins 
to speak English with me in order to practise, and 
overwhelms me with politeness, so that I often do not 
know what to answer him. His brothers do the same; how- 
ever they are very good people.— Do you like grapes? 
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— I like grapes, but prefer peaches. — As for me, I 
like not only grapes and peaches, but also apricots, 
plums, pears, apples, in a word, every sort of fruit. — 
To whom do these horses belong ? — They belong to my 
father. — May I be of any service to you? — I am most 
obliged to you, I want nothing. But should I want 
anything, I shall remember your amiable offer. — Please 
to ask your servant, if there are letters for me amongst 
those he brought just now from the post-office. — I have 
looked already, but there are none. — At a little theatre 
a very ugly actor played. — He was laughed at, and the 
spectators whistled at him. — He came up to the prosce- 
nium, and said: „ Gentlemen, it is easier for you to be- 
come accustomed to my features, than for me to alter 
them.„ — The pit applauded this wit, and the actor was 
tolerated as long as he remained in the town. 



188. 

Is it true that in London people die with hunger? 
— I was told so, but I do not know it for sure. — Charles 
the Fifth, who spoke fluently several European langua- 
ges, used to sav, that we ought to speak Spanish with 
God, Italian with our beloved, French with our friends, 
German with soldiers, English with geese, Hungarian 
with horses and Bohemian with the devil. — How deep 
is this well? — It is fifty-three feet five inches deep. — 
Is your father having a large house built? — The house 
my father is having built is spacions and comfortable; 
the front is eighty feet long and forty-three feet high. — 
What do you think of the dog I have just bought? — The 
dog is fine, but it is not worth what you have paid 
for it. — Do not give anything to this, beggar, he is a 
good-for-nothing fellow, that is not willing to work, 
and does nothing but drink all the day round. — Who 
are these gentlemen? — The one in black is a notary, 
and the other in blue a military man. — Do you always 

10* 
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pay ready money for what you buy from this man ? — 
• Sometimes I buy for ready money, sometimes on credit. 
— How do you like this roast? — I find it very good 
and juicy. — May I trouble you for a slice? — If you will 
hand me your plate, I shall give you some. — Is it 
enough? — I thank you, it is more than enough. 



189. 

Charles the Second and his brother James went 
to see Milton in order to reproach him, and ended a 
profusion of insults with the words: „ Wretch! your 
blindness is a visitation of Destiny for your sins. u — 
,jlf Destiny, a answered the venerable bard, „has pun- 
ished my sins with blindness, what must have been 
your father's sins, which it punished with death?" 

Somebody being present, one day, when some per- 
sons and among them several medical men were discuss- 
ing, what disease was the most general, offered to 
settle the question, and on being asked to do so, re- 
plied that the fever of hope killed more people than any 
other illness. 

On another occasion when several medical men 
were deliberating on what remedy was the best against 
weakness of sight, he observed, that envy was more likely 
than any thing else to quicken the power of vision. 

It is said, that the stoic Zeno died at the age of 
ninety-eight years without ever having experienced any 
sickness, or any indisposition whatever. 



190. 

Mathilda, when very young, was married to a 
Neapolitan nobleman of the first rank, and, at the 
age of fifteen years, found herself a widow and a 
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mother. Standing (ou As she stood) one day, caress- 
ing her infant son, at the open window of an apart- 
ment, which hung over the river Volturno, the child 
with a sudden spring leapt from her arms into the 
flood below, and disappeared in a moment. The 
mother, in a state of distraction, and making an 
effort to save him, plunged in after; but, far from 
being able to assist the infant, she herself escaped 
with great difficulty to the opposite shore, just when 
the country on that side was being plundered by some 
French soldiers, who immediately made her their 
prisoner. 

As the war was at that time carried on with the 
utmost inhumanity between the French and Italians, 
they were on the point of ill-treating her, perpetrating 
those two extremes suggested by passion and cruelty ; 
this base resolution, however, was opposed by a young 
officer who, although their retreat required the ut- 
most expedition, carried (ou brought) her in safety to 
her native city. Her beauty (at) first caught his eye, 
her merit, soon after, won his heart. They were mar- 
ried; he rose to the highest posts; they lived long 
together and were happy; but a soldier's felicity can 
never be called constant. After an interval of several 
years, the troops which he commanded having met 
with a repulse, he was compelled to take shelter in 
the city where he had lived with his wife. Here they 
suffered a siege, and the city was at length obliged 
to surrender (ou at length was taken). There are found 
in history few instances of greater cruelty than the 
French and Italians at that time practised towards 
each other. The victors, on this occasion, resolved 
to put all the French prisoners to death and, above 
all, the husband of the unhappy Mathilda, as his cou- 
rage had been principally instrumental in protracting 
the siege. Their determinations were in general exe- 
cuted almost as soon as resolved upon. The captive 
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officer was led forth, and the executioner stood ready 
with his sword, which was only suspended till the Ge- 
neral, who presided as judge, should give the signal. 
At last he was going to do so, while the spectators, 
in gloomy silence, awaited the fatal blow, when sud- 
denly at this moment (ou in this interval) of anguish 
and expectation Mathilda pressed forward to take her 
last farewell of her deliverer and husband, deploring 
her wretched situation, and accusing the cruelty of 
fate, that had saved her from perishing by a prema- 
ture death in the river Volturno, in order to expose 
her to still greater calamity. The General, who was 
a young man, was struck with surprise at her beauty 
and with pity for her misfortune; but he was touched 
with still stronger emotions on hearing her speak of 
her former distress. He was her son, her beloved 
son, the child for whom she had encountered so great 
danger; he immediately recognised her as his mother, 
and fell at her feet. The rest may be easily sup- 
posed. The captive was set free, and they dwelt to- 
gether in all the happiness that friendship, love and 
duty could confer on each. 



191. 



The Story of the old Wolf. 

The malicious wolf had become old, and was deter- 
mined to live on a good footing with the shepherds; 
therefore he went to the shepherd whose herd was next 
to his hole, and said: ^Shepherd, you name me a 
bloody robber; yet I am not so in reality. Of course 
I turn to your sheep when hungry ; protect me against 
hunger, do but give me enough to eat, and you will 
be contented with me. I am the mildest ana tamest 
of beasts when satiated (ou when I have had enough)." 
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„When satiated ?" said the shepherd. ^Neither you 
nor the miser ever are so.— Go farther!" 



* 

The wolf went to another shepherd. 

„You know, shepherd," he said, „that I could 
strangle you many a sheep during the year. If you 
will give me six sheep a year, I shall be content- 
ed. Then you can sleep in security, and dismiss your 
dogs." 

„Six sheep?" said the shepherd, „but it is almost 
a herd!" 

„ Well then, since it is you, I shall content myself 
with five," said the wolf. 

„ You joke ; five sheep, I do not sacrifice so many 
even to Pan." 

„Nor four either?" continued the wolf, and the 
shepherd laughed and shook his head. 

,Nor three? ... Nor two?" 

„Not a single one," said the shepherd at last; „for 
it would be a folly, that I should make myself the 
tributary of an enemy against whom I can secure myself 
by my own vigilance." 



192. 

(Continuation.) 

The wolf went to the third shepherd. 
„I am very much grieved," he said, „that all 
shepherds name me the most cruel and rapacious of 
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beasts. I am willing to prove to you that I am wronged; 
give me one sheep a year, and your herd shall be 
permitted to pasture freely and without danger in this 
forest, that nobody except myself makes insecure. A 
single sheep! What a trifle! Could I deal more gene- 
rously and disinterestedly? But you laugh, shepherd? 
At what do you laugh?" 

„Oh! at nothing! But how old are you, my dear 
friend?" 

„What does it matter how old I am? (ou What 
is my age to you?) In any case I am old (ou plutot 
young) enough to strangle your best sheep.* 

„Do not get angry, dear friend! I regret very 
much, that you come with your proposal a few years 
too late. The gaps in your teeth betray you. You act 
the disinterested one in order to be able to live so 
much the more quietly and without danger." 



The wolf got angry, but went notwithstanding to 
the fourth shepherd. This one had just lost his faithful 
dog, and the wolf thought to profit by it. 

„Shepherd, tf he said, „I have quarrelled with my 
brethren in the forest, so that we shall never be re- 
conciled again. You know how much you have to fear 
from them ! But if you will take me instead of a dog, 
I swear, that none of your sheep will be hurt." 

.So you will protect me against your brethren in 
the forest?" said the shepherd. 

„As I told you." 

■ 
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-That would not be so bad. But suppose I take 
you into my herd, pray tell me who will protect my 
sheep against you? To take a thief into one's house 
in order to be guarded against the thieves out of doors, 
would be . . ." 

„I understand," said the wolf, „you begin to mora- 
lize. Farewell !" 



193. 



(Continuation.) 

„Oh, would that I were not so old!" said the 
wolf, gnashing his teeth. 

And he went to the fifth shepherd. 

„Do you know me, shepherd?" asked the wolf. 

5,1 know very well, that you are a wolf," an- 
swered the shepherd. 

„May be, but I am such a wolf, that I am worthy 
of your friendship and of that of all the shepherds." 

„How now?" 

„I should not be able to strangle and devour a 
sheep, even to save my life. I eat but dead sheep. 
Is it not laudable? Permit me therefore to come now 
and then to see you and ask, if . . ." 

„Spare your words," the shepherd said. „To be my 
friend it would be necessary for you to eat no sheep 
at all, not even a dead one. He who eats dead sheep, 
can, when hungry, easily be mistaken, and eat a 



Digitized by Google 



sick sheep instead of a dead one, and a healthy in- 
stead of a sick one. So go away, and do not reckon 
(ou calculate) upon my friendship." 



194. 

(Continuation.) 

The wolf made a last trial, and went to the sixth 
shepherd. 

„Shepherd, how do you like my fur?* asked the 

wolf. 

a Your fur?" said the shepherd. ^Show it to me. 
It is beautiful; the dogs have not often bitten you, as 
it seems." 

a Well, hear me! I grow old, and am not likely 
to live much longer. Give me to eat till my death, 
and you shall inherit my fur." 

-Indeed!" said the shepherd. „No, no, your fur 
would cost me seven times more than it is worth. If 
you seriously wish to make me a present of it, do so 
immediately." Whilst saying this the shepherd stretched 
out his hand to his club, and the wolf took flight. 



* * * 

„The cruel men!" exclaimed the wolf full of 
rage. „I shall die then their enemy, before hunger 
kills me." 

He penetrated into the shepherds' houses, stran- 
gled their children, and was slain, but not without great 
efforts. 
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But the wisest among them said: „We were 
wrong to bring the old robber to despair, and to take 
from him all means of amending, although he came 
late and forced to it by his age.* 



195. 

Why should not men honour him whom the Crea- 
tor honours? Grey hairs are a beautiful crown on 
the head of the wise and virtuous. 

>* 

Three old men celebrated their anniversary to- 
gether, and related to their children the story of their 
lives. 

One of them, a clergyman, said: „When I went 
to teach, I never cared for the length of the way, I 
never despised those that were younger than I, and 
I never stretched out my hand to bless without bless- 
ing in my heart and praising God. Therefore I have 
become old." 

The other, a merchant, said: „I never made use 
of my brethren's misfortune; never the curse of those 
that are unhappy pursued me, and I willingly divided 
with the poor. Therefore God has given me a happy 
old age!" 

The third, a judge, said : „I never accepted of any 
present; never was I obstinate in my judgement, I al- 
ways sought to gain a victory over myself: therefore 
God has blessed me in my old age." 

Their sons and grand-sons drawing near (to them), 
kissed their hands, and crowned their hair with flower- 
garlands, and the old men blessed them, and said: 
„Mav your old age be as your youth! May your 
children be for you, what you are for us, a garland 
of roses on your gray hair." 
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Old age is a beautiful crown; but it is to be • 
found only on the path of moderation, justice and 
wisdom. 



196. 

A pagan king had a pious bishop brought before 
him, and ordered him to deny his faith and sacrifice 
to the gods. But the bishop said: „Master and king, 
I shall not do it." 

The king grew angry, and said: „Dost thou not 
know that thy life is in my hands, and that I can 
have thee killed? I have but to nod, and it will be 
done. jj^ 

,,I know^jyii said the bishop, „but first allow me 
to tell thee a and answer me a question. If 

one of thy faithful warriors were made prisoner by 
thy enemies, and they sought to make him unfaith- 
ful to thee, that he be a traitor to thee; but he re- 
maining faithful to thee, if they took from him his 
clothes, and chased him naked away from their camp 
— tell me, king, wouldst not thou, when he came 
back, give him thy best clothes, and make him amends 
for his shame by bestowing on him the greatest honours?" 

The king answered: „Well, what does that mean, 
and where has it happened?" 

And the pious bishop answered: „Thou canst 
take from me my earthly clothing, but I have a master 
that will clothe me anew. Should I, then, care for the 
clothing, and sacrifice my fidelity (ou faith)?" 

The pagan king then said: „Go away! I make 
thee a present of thy life." 
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197. 




Solomon, being but a youth, sat once undt* the 
palm-trees in the garden of his father king David, and 
looked thoughtfully before him. Nathan, his preceptor, 
drawing near to him, said: 

„What art thou thinking of under the palm-trees?" 

The youth raised his head, and said: ^Nathan, I 
should like to see a miracle!" 

The prophet smiled, and said: „A desire I had 
also when a youth.„ 

„And was it granted to thee?" asked Solomon 
eagerly. 

„A godly man," continued Nathan, 
to me holding a pomegranate-seed in his 
here," he said, „what will become of 
made a hole in the earth with his r 
seed in, and covered it with eartb 
taken away his hand, the clod i "''svJsJpTi I saw two 
little leaves appear. But I had scarcely seen thcra, when 
these leaves rolled one in the other, and I saw a round 
trunk enveloped in a rind, and the trunk became 
bigger and larger. 

Then the holy man said: „Pay attention!" and 
looking up I saw seven branches that spread out from 
the trunk, like the seven arms of the candle-stick on 
the altar. 

I was astonished, but the holy man nodded to 
me, and ordered me to keep silent and be attentive. 

„See," said he, „new creations will soon begin." 

He took water from the brook, and besprinkled 
the branches: they became covered with green leaves, 
so that we were surrounded with cool shade and sweet 
perfumes. 

n From whence these perfumes in this cool shaae?" 
asked I. 

I 
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L98. 



/ I « Conclusion. 

„ Dost thou not see," said the holy man, „the 
purple flower that shoots through the leaves, and hangs 

in clusters?" 

• I wac going to speak, but a light wind played 
through vhe leaves, and spread the blossoms around us, 
as the snow falls from the clouds. Scarcely had the 
blosp ;ms fallen, when the red pomegranates were hanging 
among the leaves, like the almonds on the rod of Aaron. 

I was absorbed in profound astonishment, when the 
holy man suddenly left me. 

Nathan stopped, but Solomon asked: 

„ Where is he? What is the name of the holy 
man? Where does he live?" 

Then Nathan said: „I have told thee a dream, 
grand-son of Isai." 

Solomon hearing these words was grieved in his 
heart, and said: 

„But why hast thou deceived me? u 

But Nathan continued: 

„I have not deceived thee, grand-son of Isai. Thou 
canst see in thy father's garden every thing I have told 
thee. Is this not the case with all pomegranate and 
oth r Luit trees?" 

„Yes, a said Solomon, „but we do not remark it, 
and it wants a very long time." 

Then, iTathan answered: „Is it less a wonder, if 
it is done silently and without being remarked? I 
think it is even more divine." 

^ „Know Nature and its effects," continued he. 
j^ien thou wilt believe in a Supreme Being, and not 
long for miracles done by a man." 
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